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Marrhzw ii. 1, 2. 


| In theſe Days came- Jobn the Baptiſt preach- 
ing in the Wilderneſs of Fudea, and ſayi ing, 
 Repent ye : for. the Sw N Heaven i 15 


at Hand. 
N for the Office of Fore- runner to our 
bleſſed Lord, than Jobn the Baptiſt: 

The miraculous Cireumſtances that uſnered 
him into Life, declar'd him to be ſome ex- 
traordinary Perſon; and theſe Circumſtances 
were not hid in a Corner, but (as St. Luke 
informs us) they were noiſed abroad 
throughout all the Hill Country of Judæa 
- 0 rh all they that heard them, : laid them 
© up in their Hearts, ſaying, what manner 
i br Child ſhall this. be?“ There is a Tra- 
dition, that Herod, (having heard of the 
Wonders that accompanied the Birth of St. 
Jobn) when he order'd the Maſſacre of the 
Infants at Bethlehem, gave particular Direc- 
tions that John ſhould be put to Death, al?! 
though he was not born within the Territoy 1 


O Man ak ever be better qualified 
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v4 ' ., Goſpel Repentance, : 
of "Berhlchem ; and this is ſaid to have been 
the Reaſon, why his Mother concealed him in 
a Cave of the Wilderneſs. Be that as it will, 
i *tis certain he was educated in the Deſerts, 
and continued there till the Day of his ſhnewing 
| unto //rae!/, How happy was the Diſpoſal of 
Providence in this reſpect, that being ſeparated 
b from our Saviour (to whom he was nearly 
related) from his very Infancy,” and never 
having converſed with him till after he had 
| begun his Miniſtry, no Suſpicion of any Jug- 
gte or Contrivance between them, could poſ- 
& fibly be adminiſtred to the obſtinate and ma- 
3 licious. His Teſtimony therefore in favour - 
i of our Lord's Meſſiahſhip was ſo much the 
more unexceptionable; and accordingly; 
When our Saviour preſſed it upon his Enemies, 
they knew not what Anſwer to make to it. 
For thirty Years together, the Deſert was 
the School where he. learnt Temperance. 
Want (ſays the learned Dr. Heylin) taught 
e him Abſtinence; till Grace and Reaſon 
gaining Strength in him, he embraced that 
„ Mortification with a deliberate Choice, in 
« which the Preſervation of his Life had 
. * firſt engaged him. Inured to a coarſe and 
> © ſcanty Diet, with hard and incommodi- 


| „ ous Lodging, under the Shelter of ſome 
| Tree, or Rock, or Cave, he brought his 
Body into Subjection, and quenched or 


prevented all Deſires that were not found- 
ed in Reaſon. He now found the Benefit of 
e religious Auſterities; no longer a Fugitive, 
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a but a devout Hermit; an Hermit in his 
<. earlieſt Youth : And while others of his 


+ Amuſements, he, retired from the World, 


extreme Rigour, and depreſſing the Fleſh 
| * refined himſelf to Spirit; he had his Con- 
= Purity of an Angel amidſt the Cumbrances 


In how different a Manner (continues 
* this elegant Author) do the reſt of Man- 


« accounted by many the Seaſon of licenced _ 
_« Folly ; to humour and indulge the Appe- 


ture were not ſufficiently deprave 
and fooliſh Parents, or Friends, ſollicit and 


to the ſolemn Office he was to enter on, John © 
by Example as well as Precept, preached -_ 
Mortification and Repentance for the Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, ſaying, Repent ye, for the 


for without any ſhining Advantages to re- 
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Age ſpent their uſeleſs Days in vain 


< and, above it, was intent only to Prayer and 
% Mortification. Treating his Body with _ 


* with an unrelenting Severity, he, as it were, 
„ verſation in Heaven, and lived with the 


e of frail Mortality.“ 5 


& kind paſs their younger Years? Youth is 


<« tites, it's allowed Privilege; and, as if Na- 
(a, fond 
% provoke their young Deſires with new and 
various Delicacies: They train them up in 
„ Intemperance, and inhance their natural 
% Pravity with the acquired Malignity of 
„ + 7 ITY 
But to return. Thus admirably fitted 


Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand.” His Suc- 
cels was great beyond human Expectation ; 
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3 FOR x kw 9 any thing 
that might ſooth and flatter the ng 955 ing : 
. Appetites of worldly Men; but on the con- 
trary reproving them in the boldeſt and open- 
eſt Manner, he gained a prodigious Number 
of Followers and Diſciples of all Ranks and 
Conditions. Even that Monſter of Iniquity 
Herod (though he afterwards beheaded him) 
yet he had a Veneration for his Perſon, and 
was awed by his Reproof ; and © knowing 
(as St. Mark ſays) that he was a juſt and 
* holy Man, he Nee him, and when he 
% heard him, he did many Things, and * 
heard him gladly.” ' 5 
If the important Subject of the Baptiſt's _ 
= Miniſtry (tho* urged from far leſs hallowed 
and [eſs favoured Lips) may yet awaken and 
engage your Attention, I ſhall beg leave in 
the firſt Place to conſider the Nature of true 
Repentance.— -Secondly, I ſhall enquire 
what! is meant by the Kingdom of Heaven; 
- Thirdly, I ſhall expatiate on that en- 
F couraging Motive to ſincere Repentance, 
namely, that the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
Fa Hand. _ 
And Firſt I am to i what i is the | 
> Nature of true Repentance. 
1. According to the beſt Theological Au- 
thors, Repentance is ſaid to be of two Kinds; 
Legal, and Evangelical. 1. What is uſually 1 
Called legal Repentance, is that Regret or Re- 
luctance that ariſeth in a Perfon, after hav- 
85 done MOR hh, * e hor to 
8 ave 


have done. When Judas ſaw that Chriſt. 
was condemned, it is ſaid of him, that he 
repented of what he had done. Mat. xxvii. 
3. He was mightily afflicted in his Mind 
about it, and wiſhed it had not been done. 
But this Repentance ariſes from a Fear of the 
- Puniſhment denounced againſt Sin, and is not 
accompanied with Hatred of Sin: As when 
a Malefactor ſuffers for his Crimes, he reflects 
upon his Actions with Sorrow); but this being 
a forced Act, proceeding from a violent Prin- 
ciple, is conſiſtent with as great a Love of 
Sin as he had before, and may be entirely ter- 
minated on himſelf: He may be ſorry for his 
Crimes, as they have expoſed him to Puniſn- 
ment, and yet. not be grieved that thereby 
be has offended? God. Now though it would 
be very unſafe to reſt in this legal Repen- 
tance; and tho' if reſted in, it could never 
bring a Man to a ſaving Acquaintance with 
God's pardoning Love; yet it is by no Means 
to be abſolutely cried down and diſcouraged. 
Poor, ſelfiſh, and ſervile, as it appears to be, 
it is at leaſt better than a dull Inſenſibility ; 
it may prepare the Will to be attentive and 
obedient to the Stirrings of God's preventing 
Grace, and ſo be the more remote Means 
of leading a Man to the true Evangelical Re- 
pentance, which in the next place it will be 
- proper to deſcribe. . 
28. The Repentance then we are now 
ſpeaking of, which was the Object of the 
Hhaptiſt's Preaching, which is the only one 
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acceptable to God, and the only one to 
- which the Promiſes are made, is the Effect of 


Man's Free-Will no longer reſiſting the Im- 
pulſe of God's preventing Grace (implanted 


in the Soul of every Son of Adam) but on 
the contrary cloſing with it, and co-operating 


under it to the Detection of the hidden Foul- 


neſs and Corruption of his own Heart, with 
an earneſt Struggle to overcome it. It may 
principally be faid to conſiſt in the four fol- 
lowing Parts; namely, Conviction, Com- 
Punction, Mortification, and Deſire of Holi- 
neſs. I ſhall ſpeak of each of theſe parti- 


cularly. 


1. Conviction is that firſt awakening Alarm, 
That evidently proves to the Sinner, the 
Danger, Horror, Hell, and Miſery of the 
preſent State of his Soul. It doth not ſtand 
to appeal to particular Facts committed; but 
lays open at once the Root and Ground of 
all: Shews him the Ingratitude of his whole 
Heart; manifeſts to him, that his regard to 


God never reached higher than a ſervile 


Fear; leaves him not a Word to plead, for 
Placing his Affections (either in whole or in 
part) on God's Enemy, the World, and not 


loving God with all his Heart, with all his 


Mind, with all his Soul, and with all his 
Strength; it clearly demonſtrates to him that 
Sin is Miſery, and Happineſs can only be 
found in Holineſs; and yet pronounces him 
the Slave of Sin, without any Power or Poſ- 

ſibility in himſelf to extricate himſelf from it's 
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Dominion and Tyranny: It darts upon him 
like Lightning, pierces him through and 
through as with a Sword, beats down all his 

falſe Confidences, and ſtrikes him to the 
ground as Saul of Tarſus, till with him he is 
| Iikewiſe conſtrained to cry out all trembling 
and aſtoniſhed, ** Lord what wilt thou have 

% me to do ?”—When Conviction hath pro- 
ceeded thus far, and hath ſtruck the Mind 


into a very ſore Amazement; it is preſently 


ſucceeded, (fo ſoon as the Sinner recollects 
himſelf) with a ſevere Compunction, or godly 
Sorrow; which is the ſecond Step in the Or- 
der of true Repentance. 


When 1 ſpeak of the regular Progreſs i in 


the penitential State, I would not be thought N 
do infer, that a Man mult continue a certain 
| fixed Time under each of theſe diſtinctly. 
No; God may perform a great Work in a 
ſhort Time: ; and I am perſuaded there have 
been many Inſtances, of thoſe who have been 
_ awakened, converted and received the par- 
doning Grace of God under a ſingle Sermon. 


WMe have abundance of Examples of this 


ſudden and effectual Repentance in the Acts 
; of the Apoſtles, and a very remarkable one 
in 'the Caſe of the penitent Thief. This I 
ſay then has certainly happened in particular 
Inſtances ; the general Experience however. 


of Chriſtians has been otherwiſe, All I am i 


therefore here attempting is to ſet before you 
it's ſucceſſive Progreſs in the Soul of Man, 
. order to give you a clearer, and fuller 
| | Ng: | Know 


#10... © Goſpel Repemtance. 
| Knowledge of the Nature of true Repentance) 
without any regard had to the Slowneſs or 
© Precipitancy of its Completion. I ſhall now 
/ reſume the Subject 5 
22. Compunction, which is tonſequent to 
Conviction, is that inward ſpiritual Grief of 
the Soul of Man for its loſt abandoned State, 
it's frail and fooliſh Wanderings from it's own 
Home, it's own God, it's own bleſſed Savi- 
our and Redeemer, that cauſes it to take a 
kind of gloomy Satisfaction in it's own Aﬀic- 
tions, and wrap itſelf up in the profoundeſt 
Sorrow, and refuſe to be comforted. - It is tho- 
roughly convinced of it's own Darkneſs and 
Blindneſs, (and to carry on the Figure of the 
newly awakened Paul) it ſeeks for ſome one 
to lead it by the Hand. It watereth the 
Couch with it's Tears; it's Voice is hoarſe 
with complaining, and yet. it knoweth no 
End thereof: It is weary with watching, and 
yet taketh no Reſt; it hateth the Noiſe of 
the Multitude ; it deſpiſeth the Vanity of 
Fools; it is greedy and covetous of it's Grief, _ 
and will not that any ſhould partake of it; 
it ſeeketh Retirement and Solitude, and vent- - 
eth its Complaints to the wild Rocks and Ca- 
verns. Will the Lord abſent himſelf for 
% ever: and will he be intreated no more? 
Is his Mercy clean gone for ever: Is his 
«Promiſe come utterly to an End for ever- 
„ more?“ Where is my Jeſus, my Saviour, 
and my God? My Sins have driven him far 
* | . 8 B Ton AWAY; 
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away; where, O where ſhall-I ſeek and find 
The Soul thus deeply panged and wound- 
ed, preſently diſcovers the latent poiſonous 
Corruption, that feeds and enflames the Sore - 

(and ſo delays the Cure of it,) drawing it's ve- 
nomous Principle from the Luſts of the Fleſh, 

the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life; 

and therefore it proceeds to the Extirpation of 
all theſe by Mortification, which is the third 
| Progreſs of the Soul in the penitential State. 

3. There is no Doctrine hath been more 

groſsly abuſed in the ordinary Practice of the 

World, than that of Mortification : And 

whilſt ſome have totally neglected it as uſe- 

leſs, and ſuperſtitious ; others have actually 
rendered it fo, by attributing more to it than 
really belongs to it. Of the latter Sort are 

_ thoſe, who, not content with regarding the 

Exerciſes of Mortification, as Means to at- 

tain Holineſs, or as: Means of preparing 

the Soul for the Influences of God's holy 
Spirit; have conſidered, and practiſed it as 


- Holineſs itſelf; not without a certain Self- 


ſatisfaction at the hard Taſks they had im- 
poſed on themſelves, and challenging a 


Degree of Merit at God's Hands, for the 


ſtrictneſs and ſeverity of their Performances: 
and thus whilſt they have endeavoured to de- 
throne ſome one evil Habit, they have advanc- _ 
ed another Enemy, and perhaps a far more 

dangerous one in it's Room; namely, ſpiri- 
tual Pride, EP ot | 


Now 


© N 
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No Holineſs was, is, and always will be 
the ſame unalterably for ever and ever. It 


has the ſame conſtituent Parts and Properties, 


and produces the ſame bleſſed Operations and ; 
Effects, in Time and in Eternity: It only 


differs in Degree; in as much as under the 
groſſneſs of theſe earthy Veſſels, we cannot 
poſſeſs it pure and unſullied as we ſhall here- 


aeg and as the Angels above even now en- 


Joy it. But as Mortification, Self. denial, or 


the Croſs of Chriſt have no Exiſtence in e 
Realms of Light, and conſtitute no Part of 
the Holineſs of the Bleſt above; fo neither 


can they make the leaſt Portion of it among 


God's choſen People here on Earth. Holi- 


neſs conſiſts in a firm, full, and perfect Love 


5 of God, and of all his Creatures thro* him: 


And Mortification is only ſo far neceſſary, 


as it ſuppreſſes, conquers, and deſtroys all 
that may oppoſe the vital Union of the Soul 


with God in an effectual Cloſing with his 


ſpiritual Love. 


And yet the abſolute Neceſſity of Mortifi- 


cation, as a Means to effect this, is ſufficient- 


s tb apparent from Scripture and the Reaſon of 
Things. Had Adam. never fell, Mortifica- | 
tion would never have been enjoined: as a Du- 
> ty; but as his Fall conſiſted in the open- 


ing of the low, earthly, beſtial Lite, fo, 


till that is ſuppreſſed in all his Deſcendants, 


the divine Image, which was thereby loſt, 


can never be reſtored, nor Man be rein- 
ſtitated in his primitive Dignity. The pro- 


K. | 
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per Office therefore of Mortification is to cru- 
city the Fleſh, or the Luſts and Deſires there- 


_ "of; And the plain Reaſon is, becauſe the 


Deſires of our fallen Nature are Evil. God 
would not call on us to crucify the Fleſh or 


the- Deſires of tlie Piech, if the Bull as 


the Fleſh were good: No ; St Paul tells us 
how the Caſe ſtands, and our own Experi- 
ence confirms it; to wit, that the Fleſh luſt- 
eth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againft 

* the Fleſn; and again he, ſays, © They 
„ that are Chriſt's have erucified the Fleſh 


“ with the Affections and Luſts.“ It is up- 7 


on this Account likewiſe that our bleſſed 
Lord aſſures us, that ** Whoſoever doth not 
„bear his Croſs, and come after him cannot 


be his Diſciple :? He does not ſay arbi- 


trarily he ſhall not, but he cannot be my 
Diſciple, he cannot; *tis impoſſible in the 
Nature of Things. God can have no Fel- 
lowſhip with Belial; if Chriſtians are the 


Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, (as St. Paut 
ſtiles us) our Temple muſt be kept pure ang 
undefiled ; not a Wiſh, or the leaſt Tenden- 


cy of a Wiſh towards the World, which is 


at Enmity with God, muſt be ſuffered to re- 
main there: And the Inſtant ſuch Wiſhes _ 2 


Inclinations begin to make their foul Ap 
ance, Mortification is the Beſom that 8 


ſweep them all away. Now as ſome Infirmi- 7 


ties, ſome Dregs, and Remains of our evil 
Nature will ſtill continue with the beſt of us, 
and not take their leave till the very Hour 


— 24 Goſpel Repemance. 
of our Death ; ſo Mortification becomes a 


Duty indiſpen ably neceflary, even to the moſt 


confirmed Chriſtians : And accordingly we 2 
read of it's being practiſed in a very rigid 


Manner, by the Apoſtles themſelves. Vet 


it will generally be acted with a far higher 
Degree of Severity under the Horrors of the 


itential State, than after being made ac- 


| - quainted with that © Perfect Love which 


„ caſteth out Fear. 
The poor forlorn, afflicted aner nf 85 


ders himſelf as iallen under the Wrath of 

Sod; he not only hates Sin, that has brought ' 
him to this evil Paſs ; but likewiſe condemns, 

-and hates himſelf for having acted it. He 


is ſo far from favouring or indulging the 
Fleſh, that he. is determined to ſuppreſs its 
"Tyranny, and to conquer, puniſh, and hum 
ble it, with a more than ordinary Zeal. 
Thus (to purſue the Relation of the Apoſtle's 
Converſion,) Paul was three Days and three 
Nights without either Eating or Drinking. 
And this is preparatory to the Introduction of 
the fourth and laſt Step of a ſincere and 
effectual Repentance ; namely, che Deſire of 
. 
5 When the Soul hath hen and felt it's 
Diſeaſe and Miſery through Conviction; hath | 
not only grieved and lamented it's wretched 
State with a very fore Compunction; but 
hath likewiſe applied the Cauſtick of Morti- 
flcation, to ſubdue and wear away the proud 
Fleſh, with al the acrid ſtimulating Humour 
- gt : 


" 


Goſpel Repentance: ng = 
that fed and pampered it's Diſorder ; it may 
then hope to acquire more wholeſome Juices, 

and a ſounder, and better Conſtitution. It not 
only hates and deteſts its former Inclinations 
and Affections, but it begins to pant after 


new ones. It earneſtly looks up to the Shep- 


herd of Iſrael, and intreats to be admitted in- 
to the richeſt Paſtures: The Power of Pray- 
er begins to open and expand within it, and 
the Holy Spirit itſelf, helping it's Infirmities, 

maketh Interceſſion for it with Groanings that 
can never be uttered. Theſe Prayers are pre- 


ſented by the bleſſed Jeſus before the Throne 


of Grace; he points to his dear Wounds, 
and pleads the all-ſufficiency of that Sacrifice; 
a Plea all- powerful and efficacious. His Blood 
is held forth to the Sinner, who eagerly and 
joyfully layeth hold of it; and through the 
Merit of that appropriated to him by Faith, 
he is made a bleſſed Partaker of the — 
of Heaven. : 
| _ This naturally leads me to the ſecond. 
neral Head I had propoſed ; namely what is is 


5 meant by the Kingdom of Heaven. 


2. In order to gain a more ſatisfactory Idea 


of the Kingdom of Heaven, let us firſt take 


Notice of it's Oppoſites which are in a con- 
ſtant War with it, and without the Reduc- 
tion and entire Demolition of which, it can 
never be thoroughly fixed and eſtabliſhed : 


and theſe are the Kingdom of Self, the King- 


dom of the World, and that which gives 
Tae ta both theſe as deriving under it, I 
2 . : | mean 


; 16 22 Repentance 


mean the Kingdom of Satan. All theſe have 
their Intereſts and Influences in poor fallen 
Man: And, unleſs Chriſt had come to ſave 


him, he could no more have delivered him- 


ſelf from this threefold Slavery, than he 
could raiſe a Tower to reach Heaven, like 


the fooliſh Arteropt of the deluded VN 


of Babel. 
Now that the Koga of Self was firſt 


_ eſtabliſhed in the Soul of Man by the malign 


Policy of the old Serpent, is evident from 
this; that the Fall of Man was of the ſame 


| Nature, and from the ſame Principle, as the 
fall of Satan. For Satan had ſown his Seed 


in him: (Therefore it is that wicked Men 
are called the Seed of the Serpent, Genera- 
tion of Vipers, and the Children of the De- 
vil.) Both diſdaining any longer to ſeek and 
obtain their Happineſs from God alone, had 


endeavoured to derive it immediately and in- 


dependently from themſelves: Both had aſ- 
Pied to be as Gods diſcerning Good and 


Evil, without ſubmitting to God's holy, 
wiſe, and juſt Directions in what was to be 


choſen, or avoided, in the ſeveral Objects 
preſented to them : Both therefore had re- 
delled againſt the Throne of God, though 


both Rebels were not dealt by in the ſame : 


Manner. Man had neither fallen from the 


fame Height, nor into the ſame Depth that 


Satan had, and had been moved and inſti- 


gated by the Wiles and Subtilties of the lat- 


der : * therefore could be redeemed from 
fp 9755 | | his = 
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his State of Sin and Mifery by the myſterious By | 
__ and amazing Sacrifice of the Son of God; 

© but the Devil had fallen even beyond the 


. Power of Redemption, being ſo wrapt up 
and entangled in the Web of Sin he had 
T ſpun, and is ſtill ſpinning from his own 
- Bowels, that Repentance could never reach 
him: For if it were poſſible for him to re- 


pent truly and thoroughly, the God of Mer- 
cy and of Love, would yet point out ſome 
way even for him to eſcape.—But to proceed: 
The Seed of Satan being ſown in Man, (for 
Woant of his Circumſpection, Vigilance and 
Attention to God's Holy Will and Com- 
mandments) the Temper, Diſpoſition, and 
Affections of the Arch-Enemy began to 
break forth in him, and the Kingdom of 
Self was preſently eſtabliſned. Thus Man 
became covetous, proud, a Boaſter, ſelf ſeek- 
ing, ambitious, a Lover of Pleaſure, more 
than a Lover of God. Therefore our Lord 
and Saviour commands us, if we would be 
Followers of him, not to gratify Self; no, 
We muſt deny Self; W hoſoev er will come 
after me let him deny himfelf, and take up 
« his Croſs,” Mark viii. 34. And the Reaſon 
S., becaule in gratifying Self, we are Follow- _ 
7 ers or Imitators of Satan, and are ſtill Sub- 
Jects and Servants of the Kingdom of Self. 
Again, Man is the Bubble, Servant, and 
Slave of the Kingdom of the World, which 
has an Intereſt and Power within him of 
ſomewhat a different Nature from the for- 
| | mer, 
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| mer, tho in ſtrict Union, and Alliance with 
itt. As it's Elements, its Productions, and 
natural Evils exerciſe Dominion over the 
Body, and bring on it Diſeaſes, and Deatn 
itſelf; ſo it's Blandiſhments, and it's Vani- 
ties, as well as it's Cares, and it's Afflictions, 
uſurp a boundleſs Tyranny over the Soul, 
Wee are ſo beduped by it's Sorceries, and En- 
* chantments, that we confirm one another in 
+. Subyjettion to it; and he that is moſt forward 
in a mean abject Complacency to the World, 
is the moſt careſſed, and applauded among 
. Self iſſues forth it's Laws to oblige us 
to a Compliance with the World, and the 
World on the other Hand affords the vicious 
Means of Self-Gratification. Thus both Pow- 
ers are united for our Ruin and Deſtruction © 
And from this Slavery to the World we 
' derive the Principles of ſneaking Art and 
Flattery, Diſſimulation and Falſhood, Vanity 
. Effeminacy, Cowardice and Infidelity. 
is upon this Account, that ſeeing the Dan- 
ger for us, which we neither are aware of 
ourſelves, nor diſpoſed to avoid, the Holy 
Ghoſt gives us Warning, thro' the Apoſtle 
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1H 3 Things that are in the World: If any 
Man ſove the World, the Love of the Fa- 
„ther is not in him.“ 
No that the World derives what Power 
and Influence it has over us, originally from 
Satan as the Fountain-Head, is evident from 
many Texts of Scripture. Thus the Devil 
„ — „5 


& - 


W 


. 


John; © Love not the World, neither the 
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s called the Prince of this World, John X11. 31. 


and the God of this World, 2 Cor. iv. 4. He 


| boaſted to our Saviour that he was ſo, Mat. 
iv. 9. and he acteth in this World as a Prince 
powerfully working in the Children of Diſobe- 


dience, Eph. ii. 2. 

But beſides theſe Subſtitutes 2 5 his, the 
World and Self, by means of which the Evil 
One continually aſſaults our Peace, he ſways 
and governs us more immediately in his 


oon perſonal Application to our Souls, bring- 
ing the Kingdom of Satan into that poor fal- 


len Creature, which once was the Reſidence | 
of God himſelf. This is the moſt ſhocking 
of all Tyrannies, as in this the very Features 


bh” of the Devil appear plain and undiſguiſed; 


and it exerciſeth it's Dominion differently, 
as Men's Souls are variouſly fitted to re- 
ceive it; in Proportion as they reſiſt the 
preventing Grace of God, and 10 lay them- 


ſelves more and more open to it's horrid 
Impreſſions. From hence come ungovern- 

ed Rage, and unhuman Cruelty; furious 
Luſts, and inſatiable Appetites; Revellings, 


and Drunkenneſs, Rapine, and Murder, Cur- 
ſing. and Swearing, Imprecations and Blaſ- 


phemies; a black and baleful Train, which IJ 
carry their own Hell about them, and give us 1 


a faint but diſmal Foretaſte of the Torments 8 


of the Damn'd. 


Behold then this Apoſtate Man, this A- 
poſtate from the State of Bliſs and Glory, in 


ens God had * him; behold him no-) | | 
£7. 5 ſwallowed 
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ſwallowed up in Self; now cringing to, clo- 
ſing with, and dependant on a vile and cur- 
ſed World, now drove about and reeling in 
the W hirlwind of divers Luſts and Paſſions; 
and wondering adore that inexhauſted Fund 
of Mercies, which yet vouchſafes to pity and 
to ſave, which yet affords Repentance as the 
Means, and yet holds forth to us (all unde: 
ſerving as we are) the Kingdom of Heaven . 
as the End. | 
This Kingdom, eſtabliſned on the Ruins of 
the Devil's Empire, begins it's gentle Sway, 
by proclaiming Liberty to the wretched Cap- 
tive; calls all it's Subjects no longer Slaves, 
but Sons; Heirs of God, and rere e 
with Chriſt ; enables us to trample the whole 
Power of Sin and Satan under our Feet, the 
Bruiſer of the Serpent's Head himſelf not 
diſdaining to reſide within us, and make uſe 
of us as his Inſtruments for manifeſting his 
Victory over his fallen Foe. He triumphs 
moſt gloriouſly in the Hearts of all his People; 
and he cauſes their Hearts to triumph through 
the 8 of their Succourer, and Defen- 
God deigned outwardly to reign 
over the Jews in their State of heocracy,” 
till the Time of Samuel, fo now doth he, in 
the moſt gracious and condeſcending Man- Fo 
5 i | "Her, reign inwardly, and fixes his holy and © 
bleſſed Kingdom i Si the Souls of his choſen - 
1 the 7/rael of God, the Children of 
the Faith of Abraham His Reign is evi- 
1 ap in the dethroning of the curſed 
__Vſus per, 
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| Varozr,: and the extirpating the very Root 


and Branch of wilful Sin: Secondly, 1 in his 


| bleſſed and effectual Influence over the Will 


and AﬀeCtions, and bringing in a new Law, 
even the Law of Liberty into Men's Souls; 
the glorious Law of Liberty from dead 
Works, that they may henceforth ** ſerve! 


% the Lord without Fear, in Holineſs! and 


4% Righteouſneſs before bim all the Days of 


„ their Lives.“ 


The Kingdom of en in the Words 
of the Text, and in the parallel Paſſages in 
the New Teſtament, hath both a general, 


and a private Senſe. 1. In the general Senſe 


it includes the whole Church of Chriſt, all 
truth Believers of all Nations, Parties and Iu- 
tereſts; all whomſoever the Lord our God 
hath called, who having obeyed the Call, 
and repented, have been juſtified freely 

through Faith, by the Grace = Jeſus Chriſt: - 
Theſe are the Subjects of God's Kingdom of 
Heaven upon Earth; and they have one 


ſummary Law given them, which (however 


difficult to others) is to them, thro' the in- 
dwelling Power of Chriſt, eaſy, practicable and 


delightful ; namely, to love the Lord their 


„ God with all their Hearts, with all their 
Minds, with all their Souls, and with all 
„ their Strength, and their , as 
vis eee ge 

. In the more private Senſe; i it is can 
to * Impartment of God's Holy Spirit to 
particular Perſons. Man is in himſelf a Mis 


cron 4 
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crocoſm, a little World ; he hath within him 
a Variety of Affections, Paſſions, and Inte- 


reſts, oppoſite often to each other, which like 
contending Parties in an ill - governed Com- 
mon - wealth, raiſe a Fermentation that en- 
duangers the Whole: But the Kingdom of 
Heaven, when it has once taken Place, cau- 
ſeth theſe Fermentations to ſubſide, and God 
holding forth one Glorious Object, even the 
Light of his Love, to which every Affection, 


Ws and Inclination of Man ſhould tend as to it's 


proper Centre, they are all here kept in Uni- 


on; and God ſpeaks Peace into the ruffled 


Soul, as he bids the Waves of the raging Sea 
be ſtill. Moreover God directs and governs 
in a peculiar Manner every one whom he 

hath juſtified; he ſubmits to be conſulted by 
him in humble Prayer, and returns wiſe, ſui- 
table, and gracious Anſwers, in a Manner 
not outwardly to be expreſſed, but only ſpi- 
ritually to be felt and diſcerned. The King- 
dom of Heaven therefore is internal and ſpi- 
ritual; The Kingdom of God (ſays our 
„ pleſſed Saviour) is within you. Luke xvii. 
21. And again, St. Paul tells us, Rom. xiv. 


17. The Kingdom of God is Righteouſ- - 


* neſs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” 
I. It is Righteouſneſs; and it not only in- 
ſtructeth Man in the Way of Righteouſneſs, 
but it likewiſe enableth him to walk in it ac- 
cordinꝑ to God's Will; it is not a human, but 
a divine Righteouſneſs, bringing with it into 

the Soul the Mind that was in Chriſt Jeſus. 


3. 
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2. It is Peace; and ſuch.a Peace as paſſeth 

all Underſtanding; a Peace which the World 
had never to afford us; it is derived to us 
from our Melchiſedec the King of Salem, 

which ſignifies Peace; and how comfortably 
ſweet, 5, a beyond Meaſure full muſt our 
Peace be, when the whole Kingdom of Peace 
is poured forth into our Souls? They wha, 
have newly recovered from a long and pain- 
ful Diſeaſe of the Body, know experimentally 
the Bleſſing of Sound Health; (a Bleſſing 


= little regarded in general, whilſt we are in the 


full and perfect Enjoyment of it;) how much 


more then are they, who have felt and taſted - 


the Miſery of a di eaſed Soul, inwardly healed 
and refreſhed by the reviving Cordial of the 
atoning Blood, being at Peace with God 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord? 


3. Laſtly, the Kingdom of God is Joy i in the 5 
Holy Ghoſt. It is a Joy ſerene, pure, holy 
and unmixt; a Joy which no man taketh 


. fromus; and. which all the Powers of Satan | 


and his accurſed Agents can never hurt or 
_ diſturb. It triumphs in the midſt of Tribu- 
lation; it ſmileth at the Rage of Perſecution, 
and till cheriſneth the Heart under the moſt 
 affliting and agonizing /Torments. What 
| ſhall I ſay more? Had I the Tongue of Men 
and Angels, I could never give any adequate 
Deſcription of the Soul's dear precious Joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt. It is Eloquence to 


be ſilent, where no Expreſſion can reach the 
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1 nd under the Third general Head, 
to conſider that great and encouraging Mo- 
tive to ſincere Repentance ; namely, that the | 


| 5 Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand. 


3. It is a preſent Good, attainable bere 0 on 
Earth. If Men might not have ſome Foretaſte 
and Experience (however faint and glimmer- 
ing in Compariſon) of that Eternal Weight of 
/ Glory, which ſhall be their Portion and In- 


heritance in the World to come; their poor 


frail Nature would be diſcouraged and ſink 


under the Oppreſſion of worldly Troubles, or 


be eaſily allured and led aſide, through the 
falſe Glare and Enticement of worldly Vani- 
A diſtant Reverſion of Bliſs (however 
probable in the Expectation) will not have 
its due Influence and Effects in the Minds of 
Men in general; and accordingly *tis obſerv- 
able, that they only who really believe it to 
be at Hand, preſs forward into the Kingdom, N 


; and take it (as it were) by Violence. And 
” - blefſed be God, he hath not left us in any 
Doubt concerning this Earneſt of our Salya- 


tion, afforded us, to ſooth and ſupport us: 
in our weary Pilgrimage; not only having rai - 
ſed up Witneſſes to this Truth, even many 
Thouſands of his faithful People who know, 
and can atteſt it upon their own Experience; 
but hath alſo aſſured us of it in innumerable 
Paſſages of his infallible Word: Thus, after 
{Jeſus heard that John was caſt into Priſon, 
he began his Preaching with the very Words 
of the Baptiſt ; « Repent ye, for the King: 


1 dom of Heaven | is at Hand.” 


Again, EW 
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Again, he ſaith, John iii. 36. © He that be- 

& jjeveth on the Son, hath everlaſting Life.“ 
He ſpeaks in the preſent Tenſe, he hath it 
Now, © He is ſealed unto the Day of the 


« Lord:” „The Spirit of God witneſſeth 1 
e with his Spirit that he is a Child of God.“ 
Rom. viii. 16. Or as St. Paul has it, 2 Cor. 


i. 22. He hath alſo ſealed us, and given 


the Earneſt of the Spirit in our Hearts.“ 
Again Epheſ. i. 13. In. whom alſo after 
„ that ye believed, ye were ſealed with 
„ the Holy Spirit of Promiſe which is the 


Earneſt of your Inheritance, until the Re- 
4 demption of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, unto 
the Praiſe of his Glory.” Now the King- 


dom of God, or the Kingdom of Heaven in the 


Text, and the © Earneſt of our Inheritance 
* through the Holy Spirit of : Promiſe” is 


the fore- cited Definition of the Kingdom of 
Heaven by St. Paul; namely, that © it is 
„ Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in the Holy 
<< Ghoſt: For what is this Earneſt of the 
Inheritance through the Holy Spirit,” but 
©, Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy 
„ Ghoſt,” And this is agreeable to St. Peter, 
I Pet. i. 8, 9. Whom having not ſeen 


ye love; in whom, though now ye ſee 
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with Joy 
<< unſpeakable, and full of Glory: receiving 
the End of your Faith, even the Salva- 
tion of your Souls.“ I ſhall not produce 
many remaining Texts 
B . 3 


any more out of the 
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of Scripture to this Point; preſuming that 
I have already clearly proved beyond any Poſ- 
. ſibility of even a plauſible Contradiction, the 
important Doctrine of preſent Salvation, or 


that the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand. 


All that ſeems neceſſary at preſent is to preſs 


the cloſe Application of it upon all your 


And ſurely, if any Motive can incite, if 
any Argument can perſuade, if any Encouj- 

_ - Tagement can prevail on you, to forego the 
ſhadowy Vanities of Time, in order to lay 

| hold of the ſubſtantial Joys reſerved for you {| 
in Eternity; this bleſt Aſſurance of Faith, 
this experimental Foretaſte of ſpiritual Bliſs, 
cannot fail to have its Charms with you, 


and ſweeten the bitter Chalice of Repentance. 
By the long-ſuffering Patience .of the Al- 


mighty, I call on you to repent: by the yet 
Bleeding Wounds of the Bleſſed Jeſus, O 


Hearts of Stone repent: By the great and 
glorious Privileges held forth to you, Repent, 


KRepent ye for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
„ hand.” : Honoured as I am with this gra- 
cious Meſſage to you, O let me not be an un- 
ſucceſsful Ambaſſador, but yield yourſelves 


to my Intreaties, to my Prayers, to my un- 
bounded Love for you. Do not poorly con- 


tent yourſelves with faring as well as your 
- Neighbours, but rather be ſolicitous for the 
- Rightneſs of the Way, than the Number of 
the Company. Think only how ſmall a 


Thing 
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Thing is required of you; the renouncing a 


World of Woe, Diſappointment, Miſery, and 
Diſeaſe; think of the happy Exchange af- 


forded. The Kingdom of Heaven is at- Hand 


for you. Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil 
Ways, and cry to the Lord with deep Con- 
trition; ſo ſhall he be ſwift to hear, and 


mighty to defend; ſo ſhall he deliver you 


from more than an. Egyptian Bondage, and 


thus when © he hath ſet your Feet at Liber- 
© ty, you will run with Joy the Way of his 


„ Commandments :” Which that we may 
all do, God of his infinite Mercy grant, &c. 


bt n r 64 da oe tie. wo - as a as 


= when we behold Prophaneneſs and Irreligion 
naouriſhed, patronized, and protected by the 


_ whom the Oracles of God are intruſted, 
- Quietiſts ; botching up Men's Conſciences, 
. theſe Things appear before us as glaring as 


the Noon - day 
Firmneſs and Reſolution equal to that of St. 
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7 am not oſpamed of the Goſpel of Chrift : for 
it is the Power of God unto Salvation, 4 
every one that believeth. 


'HEN we look round on the vaſt . | 
tended Empire of Vice and Infidelity ; 


Powerful and the Great, when the Pens of the 


muaoſt Illuſtrious amongſt us have been em- 

| Ployed to the Defamation of the Holy Scrip- 

- tures, and in building Syſtems more flattering 
to worldly Intereſts, and worldly Appetites ; 


above all, when we diſcern ſome even of thoſe 
ſinking into the poor daſtardly Character of 
or even flattering their Vices; I ſay, when 
Sun, it ſeems to demand a 
Paul, openly to declare in the Face of this 
abandoned of tr that we are not aſharged Seu 
GOO: 24-40 
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The innumerable Hazards that the Apoſ- 
tle ran, and the many actual Sufferings he ſuf- 
4 tained, would preſently have ſtopped the career 
'I of our modern Quietiſts, the putrid, naſty itch _ 
3 of whoſe Corrruption, could ill endure the + 
3. ſmart of Perſecution. But St. Paul was a 
3 Choſen Veſſel to the Lord, becauſe he ſaw the 
Bravery of his Mind, his unwearied Dili- 
gence, and his all-enduring Patience. Fl 
The Epiſtle from whence I have choſen 
my Text, was written to the Chriſtians dwell- | 
ing in the famous Metropolis of the Roman 
Empire; Rome, the Miſtreſs of the World; 
a City no leſs valuing herſelf, upon her great 
Attainments in every Branch of Philoſophy y 
and polite Literature, than on the extenſive 7? 
Conqueſts of her Arms; for ſhe had ſuck'd 
the Honey of the Attic. Bee, and as if it had 
not been ſufficient to have conquered Greece. 


"CRE: 


with the Sword, ſhe had led captive her ver 
Arts and Sciences. To the Romans how- . 1 
ever, learned and ſpeculative as they were, 
St. Paul never heſitated through Shame, to 
make known the great and ſublime Myſteries 
of Chriſt's Goſpel, though it had already 
been treated as Fooliſhneſs by the Greeks ; 
and he has left a moſt noble Pattern and Ex- 
ample to Miniſters of the Church in all ſuc- 
__ ceeding Ages, never tobe aſhamed of preach- 
ing up this Goſpel ; which ought to be their 
conſtant Object, and the point to which all 
of the Diſcourſes ſhould. tende. 
CT. TIS 7 on 3 
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1 ſhall be my Buſineſs therefore to enquire 
in the firſt place, What it is, to preach the 5 
Goſpel of Chriſt. 
"= Secondly, What is m we Duty, ant the Duty 

of every Goſpel Mini . 
Thirdly, I fhall conclude with an Addreſs : 
| to the Congregation here aſlembled. 

Frirſt then, I am'to enquire what it is to 
preach the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Now if preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt con- 
liſted in delivering the moral Precepts of our 
Saviour; or in requiring Obedience to the 
moral Law as expounded and enlarged by 


: him; I do not fee how this could poſlibly be 


obvious to the Deriſion and Contempt either 


of the Greeks or Romans; for ſo fine and pure 


a Syſtem of Ethics or moral Philoſophy had 
not yet appeared amongſt the wiſeſt of their 


bans Sages; and as the fitneſs'of every thing con- 
tained therein was abſolutely unexceptionable, 


ſo nothing but the very Perfection of it cold 
from the natural Man have poſſibly been ob- 

jected to it. For the Law was doubtleſs Holy, 
and the Commandments Holy, Juſt, and 


1 Good ; but then they were ſo holy, juſt, and | 


good, and required ſuch a perfect Obedience 
in every particular, that poor, corrupt, unaſſiſt- 
ed Man, could never attain to their Purity, 
and conſequently muſt have been excluded 
from the Mercy and Favour of God. The 
difficulty however of the practical part, could 
never have occurred to the Philoſophers of 
the Apoitic 8 Age, while ia ares, Pride 


in 
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in their own Conceits, rendered them equal 
to the hardefl and moſt exalted teſt of Vir- 
tue. The moral Precepts therefore could 
never be deemed Fooliſhneſs by the Greeks, 
nor can preaching the moral Precepts merely, 
be called preiching the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

The very word Goſpel, reminds us what 
is it's proper. Object; as the true meaning of 
it is, the good Meſſage, or the good News. 
Now if a Miniiter of God's Word ſhould ſet 
before you the pure Law of Righteouſneſs in 
it's full tenor and extent; an entire and per- 
fect Obedience to which muſt alone entitle 
you to eternal Happinels ; ſhonld he repre- 
ſent to you, that without Holineſs no one 
hall ſee the Lord; that (according to St. 
James) whoſoever - ſhall keep the whole 
Law, and yet offend in one Point, he is 
* guilty of all;* that (according to what our 


| bleſſed Lord hath taught us) * whoſoever 


© ſhall break one of the leaſt of his Com- : 25 


* mandments, he ſhall be called leaſt in the 
© Kingdom of Heaven ;* I fay, if any one 
ſhould repreſent your moral Duty in this true 
light to you, and at the ſame time not 
make known to you the ſupernatural Powers 
and Privileges which are offered thro' the 
Goſpel; to enable you perfectly to fulfill the 
ſame; he would bring very bad News in- . 
ſtead of very Good, to Ears of Fleſh and 


Blood. It were, methinks, equally wiſe, to 


adviſe a lame Man to walk ten Miles a Day 5 
for the Benefit of his Health. Would not he 
F 4 8 naturally 
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3 deſire you firſt to cure his Lame- 
neſs? Juſt to the ſame purpoſe i is it, to preach __ 
3 1 2 without pointing Men to the Spirit 
Chriſt, to be received by them through | 
t Repentance and Faith, whereby alone they 


| can poſſibly be enabled to perform any Work 


acceptable to God. : 
What then would theſe moral Philoſophers, 
(for I muſt call them ſuch) what ſtrange Hy- 
potheſis would they ſupport ? Where do they 
ſuppoſe was the neceſſity of Chriſt's Incarna- 
tion, Sufferings, and Death? Did he die 
merely that we might the more ſecurely in- 
I - - dulge ourſelves in Sin, having him for our 
Atonement? Where would be the Juſtice, 
_ Greatneſs, or even Goodneſs of this Deſign ? 
Perhaps we may be told, he died to ſupply by 
his Merits what may be found wanting, in our 
dcn; ſo that, if we perform a conſiderable 
dor major part of the Law of God, his Righ- 
ee, may avail us for the reſt. If this 
be true; if this patch- work Salvation can ſuf. 
_ *fice, there is no Truth in the Words | juſt 
now quoted from St. James and our bleſſed 
Lord, nor (I may add) in the whole tenor of 
the New Teſtament from beginning to end. 
lf it be ſufficient that we perform part of the 
Law of Chriſt, then the firſt queſtion will be, 
what parts we may perform, and what parts 
we may let alone; and this every Man will 
_ anſwer, according. to his different Inclination 
and Conſtitution. The Man of Pleaſure will 
Wink! it ſufficient that he abſtains from Cove» 
I: | touſuels : a 
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touſneſs: the covetous Man will commend 
his own Temperance: and the Proud and 
Self-righteous, may perhaps come frequently 
to Church: but pray, who has made them 
Judges of what is more or leſs pleaſing or diſ- 
pleaſing to the Almighty ? Every Sin is a 
Rebellion againſt the Purity of God's Throne; 
as even being privy to Treaſon is condemned 

Bs with the moſt open and 

bloody Perpetrations. On the other Hand, 
every Commandment muſt be equally obey- 
ed as the Commandment of God; as the 
{malleſt Coin bears the Prince's Image equal- 
ly. with the largeſt. 1 5 
But further, the moral Precepts given us 
by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, contain a 
perfect Rule of Righteouſneſs. Now a perfect 
Rule muſt neceſſarily require perfect Obe- 
dience; and if the Obedience could not in the 
nature of Things be perfect, the Rule would. 


be leſs perfect in degree. For no Rule or 


Law can bind a Creature whoſe nature nei- 
ther is, nor can poſſibly be rendered capable 
of performing it in it's full extent. The Law 


of Chriſt then is the moſt pure and perfect 


Law that ever yet was given, it not only for- 
bids any outward Act of Defilement, but 
equally condemns the guilty Thoughts and 
Purpoſes of the inmoſt Heart, Whoever 
„ looketh.at a Woman,” (ſays he) © to luſt , 
* after her, hath already committed Adultery 
with her in his Heart,” It not only en- 
Joins us to love our Friends and Neighbours, - 


„ | | but 1 
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5 po even to © love our Enemies, to bleſs them 


& that curſe us; to do good to them that hate 
* us; and pray for them which deſpitefully 
« uſe us, and perſecute us.” If under the for- 


mer diſpenſations, when the Law of God was 
not repreſented in fo exalted or ſo ſtrict a 


Senſe, a perfect Obedience to it was no where 


to be found, in ſo much that there was none 


„that did good, no not one, what Reaſon 


is there to ſuppoſe that from our natural 
Powers, we ſhould be able to perform it as e 


pounded and enlarged by our bleſſed Lord? 
Methinks if we were left to our own Strength, 
it had been well becoming the Mercy of Je- 


ſus Chriſt, inſtead of giving us any new Law, 


utterly to have aboliſhed all Law, or at leaſt 
have left a very ſmall part ſtanding, for the 
leaſt portion of it was all too much for 
wretched fallen Man to put in practice, fo as 


. become acceptable to his God. 


But to reſume the Argument. 5 
If the Law of Chriſt be a perfect Rule of 
Righteouſneſs ; then the Obedience of Man 


muſt be a perfect Obedience unto Righteouſ- 


neſs: But the Law of Chriſt is a perfect Rule 


of Righteouſneſs: therefore the Obedience 
of Man muſt be a perfect Obedience unto 


Righteouſneſs — Again: if Man's Obedience 


muſt be perfect, then Man's Nature either is 


or may be rendered, capable of performing 


this Obedience; (for no Law can bind a. : 


Creature whoſe nature is not capable of per- 
MY It but Man' Obsdience is required 2 
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to be perfect; therefore Man's Nature either 
is, or may be rendered capable of perform- 
ing perfect Obedience to the whole Law of 

ger oy „ 
No Experience ſhows us, that in our na- 
tural State, as Sons of Adam, we are not ca- 
pable of performing the whole Law of Chriſt, 
nay, I will venture to ſay, not the leaſt part 
of it, in an holy and an acceptable Manner; 
therefore our Nature muſt be rendered capa- 
ble by ſome great and ſupernatural Means. 
If our Birth from Adam will not do it, we 
muſt have a new and ſuperior Birth; that is, 
we muſt be born of the Spirit of God: And 
this is the true and whole Reaſon, End, and. 
Deſign of Chriſtian Regeneration. Whoever 
finds therefore he is able to perform the 
whole Will of God, he has no occaſion to be 
born again; and on the other Hand, who- 
ever perceives he is not able to perform the 
whole Will of God, but breaks even the leaſt 
of his Commandments ; *tis neceſſary for 
him, in order to preſent, and eternal Salva- 
tion, that he ſhould become Regenerate, or 
born again of the Spirit of Gd. 
Here then the Goſpel breaks forth in a 
clear, full, and irreſiſtable Light upon us. It 
ofters us all that our Nature wanted ; it offers 
us the means of Holinels, which is, in other. 
words, to offer us the means of Happineſs; 
tor Happineſs and Holineſs are inſeparable. 
It offers us to be born of the Spirit, whereby 
alone we can ſay, Abba, Father. Here the 
3% 8 | great 
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| great Myſtery of our Redemption is at once 


laid open to us, and the Reaſons of our Savi- 
our's Incarnation, Sufferings, and Death, ap- 


Pear abſolutely neceſſary and gloriouſly Divine. 


Chriſt only did that to the human Nature, 
which Adam (had he ſtood upright) would 
have done. Had Adam never fell, the Word, 


Wiſdom, Brightneſs, Glory, or the Son of 


God, which was in him as a Light of divine 
Life, a Flame of holy Love and Heavenly De- 
ſires, would have been communicated to his 
Offspring; and there would have been no 
neceſſity of a ſecond or a new Birth from God. 
But when the earthly Nature of Adam, from 


bis irregular Deſires, had ſuppreſs'd and over- 


come his heavenly Nature, and extinguiſhed 
the divine Light from his Soul, for in the 
very: Day; Hour, and Moment that he ſin- 


ned, he inſtantly died in the divine Life) there 
remained no other way of reſtoring the divine 
Life to the Soul of Man, but by ſuppreſſing 
and overcoming the earthly Nature. See 
here the Reaſon of Chriſt's Incarnation ; that 


he might communicate the divine Life to hu - 


- man Nature. See the Reaſon. of his Suffer- 
ings, that he might ſuppreſs, overcome, and 
mortify the earthly Nature, and at the ſame 

time be ſuperior to all Temptations in it's 
Fiavour, from the Terrors either of Devils, or 
 . wicked Men. See the true Reaſon of his 


Death; that he might ſubdue the ' earthly 


Life in every Senſe, and in every poſſible Re- 


Adam, 
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Adam, becauſe he did all that for Mankind, 


F which the firſt Adam ought to have done. 


He reſiſted all Temptations which Adam 
ought to have done, and did not, and he ſub- 
dued the earthly Life, in the opening and en- 
couragement of which Adam's Sin conſiſted. 
See here likewiſe the true Reaſon, why we are 
called upon ſo frequently in the New Teſta- 


ment, to renounce the World, to mortify tge 


Fleſh; and to take up the Croſs; it is becauſe 


„ the divine Life can only grow and proſper by 


the Deſtruction of Self- ſeeking, the Luſts of 
the Fleſh, and the Pride of Life: ln the 
ſame minneras the good Seed can only prof- 
per and flouriſh in the Garden, by the De- 
ſtruction of Weeds, Brambles, and Thiſtles. 
To preach the Goſpel therefore, is no 


more or leſs than to make known, recom- 


mend, and enforce the Spirituality of the 
Goſpel Covenant. It is therefore called by 
the Apoſtle, the Power of God unto Salvation: 
becauſe the whole Work of our Salvation is 


the Work of God; and the poor, vain, and 


feeble works of the natural Man have not 
the leaſt Share or Portion in it. Moreover it is 
declared to be the Power of God unto Salva- 
tion to them that Believe. So that it is 
through Faith alone that we receive the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, that we may ſpiritually be born 


again, and become his Children by Adoption. 


For as by our natural Father Adam we loſt 
the divine Life; fo by our ſpiritual Father 
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. the ſecond Adam, communicated to us thro? 
Faith, we may receive, or recover the divine 


Life. 
There is ſuch an amazing wi bemicifal 
Cndia of Providence in this Goſpel Syſtem; 


ſuch a neceſſary dependance of thing on 
thing; ſuch Wiſe, Holy, and Amiable rea- 
ſons for the Foundation, Progreſs, and Con- 


ſummation of it ; that nothing but invincible 


| Darkneſs can be blind to it; nothing but un- 
controulable Obſtinacy can reject it. 


I come now to the ſecond general Head 


| Propoſed; namely to enquire what is my 


Duty, and the Duty of every Goſpel Mi- 


| ruſter, 


And I the more cheartully enter upon this 


Head, my honoured Hearers, becauſe I would 


have every one of you informed what he has 
a right to expect from me; that where- ever 


1am known to fail, the meaneſt here may 
reprove me, with a free, ou. and noble | 


Chriſtian Liberty. X 
It is my Duty then in the firſt Place, con- 


| ſtantly to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, that is, 
to make known to you the ſpirituality of the 


Goſpel Covenant; for this, and this only can 
be truly and literally called the Goſpel, or 


the good News. It is my Duty to repreſent 
to you the fall of Man, with it's inconceiv- 
able awful Conſequences in the ruin of the 
Whole human Race; and. from thence to 
ſhew the great Myſtery, and abſolute Neceſ- 
| i=y of our r Redemption, with the infinite Love 


and | 
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and Mercy of God in bringing it to paſs. It 
is my Duty to diſplay the Excellencies of our 
Emmanuel, of God with us; and to propa- 
gate (what the deluded World calls) the 
Polk and abſurd Doctrine of the Croſs. It 
is my Duty to feed my Hearers (becauſe 
they ate immortal Hearers) with pure Goſ- 
pel Proviſion, and fill their Souls with the 
Bread of Life; not ſtarving them with emp- 
ty Declamations; and fine eloquent Ha- 
rangues upon ſome moral] . Virtue, ſcribbled 
out of the firſt Book that comes to hand. 
This kind of preaching Milton admirably 
deſcribes in his fine Poem of Lycidas. 
ne e Sheep lock up, and are 
ene, 
Let not any one however affix, (as ſome 


have ſlanderouſly reported of me) that I do 


not preach up, recommend, and. inſiſt on 
the neceſſity of good Works. Had | indeed 
preached and recommended a dead Faith, 
they would have had ſome Reaſon for what 

they ſay : But when I preach a lively Faith, 
it neceſſarily includes good Works; for no 
Faith can be lively without producing them. 

Bur further, I not only preach this, or 
that Part of the moral Law, but I preach the 
whole moral Law; and I tell you plainly, 
that if you do not perform the whole Will of 


God, you cannot be finally ſaved. Surely 


they who contend for the doctrine of Works, 
will be ſatisfied with this, or they are very 
unreaſonable. But alas! ſhould I leave you 
„„ here, 
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here, ſhould I leave you to the Corruption. 
and Weakneſs of the fallen Man, for the due 
performance of all this, what would become 
of you? well might you reproach me, that 
1 had made Chrift sS Burthen heavy, and his 
Zeile uneaſy. No, my dear Friends, it ſhall | 
be my Office continually to put you in mind 
of what glorious Privileges are offered you 
in the Goſpel ; namely, another and a far 
ſuperior Nature, the Power of God himſelf 
for your Salvation, whereby alone you can 
reſiſt, conquer, and deſtroy the Enemies of 
your eternal Happineſs. _ : 
In the next Place it is my Duty diligently 
to attend the Sick ; and endeavour to awaken, 
comfort, and exhort, as reſpective Occaſi- 
ons. may require. It is like wiſe incumbent 
on me to viſit my Pariſhioners in general; 
yet not to viſit them on idle Errands, or as a 
News Monger, a Tale-Bearer, or a Buſy- 
Body; but in order to introduce ſober, edi- 
fying, and divine Converfations. To ſuch 
therefore as ſhall hereafter expreſs themſelves 
deſirous of my Viſits upon this Account, to 
them I am always ready and devoted. | 
Further, it is my Duty to be Compaſſi- 
onate, Merciful and Charitable. If the 
pooreſt Object therefore in my Pariſh ſhall 
ever find me indulging myſelf in Eaſe, in In- 
Adolence, and Affluence, whilſt he alas! is 
groaning in the bitterneſs of Want; he may 
with Juſtice upbraid me as a falſe Steward of 
Voce Goods; as a Robber, and a. " 
who 


Tag 
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| who cruelly detained from him what he has 


as much a Right to from the Law of God, as I 
have to the Emoluments of my Miniſtry from 


the Laws of the Land. 


Again, it is my Duty to keep my whole 


'F Attention fixed on the Progreſs of the Goſ- 


pel, and the Converſion of Sinners, t be In- 
ftant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, We are 


called tobe Labourers in the Lord's Vine- 
yard, and not merely to indulge ourſelves by 


devouring the Grapes: And believe me, my 
Brethren, that tho' it is a Joyful Labour yet 


1t is no trivial one. 


Laſtly, and above all, it is indiſpenſably 


neceſſary that my Life ſhould be found con- 
formable to the Precepts and Example of 


our bleſſed Lord; left while I preach to others, 


= 1 myſelf ſhould become a caſt-away. Every 


true Miniſter of Chriſt muſt put on Chriſt. 
He muſt put on his Meekneſs, Patience, 


and Humility, not returning Evil for Evil, 
but contrariwiſe Bleſſing. If there ever ſhould 


come an Age, when the Miniſters of God's 


Word are found not to be Holy Perſons, and 


entirely given up to God; if on the contrary, 


they ſhould be found Worldly, Proud, Co- 


vetous, Selt-ſeeking, Indolent, Tipplers, gi- 
ven to Company, full of obſcene, and pro- 
fane Converſation, Liars, Perſecutors of the 


Truth, and Oppoſers of God's Holy Spirit; 

I fay if there ever ſhould come ſuch an Age 
as this, I will venture to foretel, without the * 
| _ al plot that inthat Age, Chriſti- 


anity 
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anity will be treated as Prieſt-· Craft, and Men 


— x” 


will endeavour to trample it under their 
\ Feet. 


What Joy y. what Bliſs will 1 upon the 
Countenance of every faithful Miniſter, when 
he ſhall give up his Charge before the judg- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt? The Shouts and Ac- 
clamations of Saints and Angels, added to 
the Endearments of the many he has faved, 
ſhall fill him with ſach glorious and lively 


. Franſports, as only the bleſt above can fully 


be made ſenſible of. Methinks, even now 


cc 
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Converſion to the Goſpel Truths ſhall way 


ce 
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the diſtant View buoys up my Soul with 
holy Hope. Perhaps, nay ſurely, more 
than perhaps, my Brethren, your happy 


my Soul theſe Joys, theſe Extacies hereafter. 

What on the other hand muſt be the fatal 
oh of him who hath neglected: or betrayed 
his Truſt? Not only loſt and miſerable in 


himſelf, but accountable for the Ruin and 
Perdition of many others. 


Methinks I hear 
one reproach him Had you preached the 
«+ Spirituality of the Goſpel Covenant, I 
„ ſhould have laid hold of that, the only 
means of Salvation ; had your Life and 
* Converfation been truly Pious, Spiritual, 
and Holy, I ſhould have been charmed 


cc 


< with the Example, and have followed it. 


* On the contrary, I could not be influenced 


even by thoſe poor hungry Doctrines you 
taught, - becauſe I did not obſerve your 
Now 


& 


Practice conformable to them. 


„ what -- 
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«what remains for me? I am drove for 
« ever from the Preſence of the Almighty ;. 
« I am doomed to an Eternity of dreadful 


« Torments ; and all this, becauſe, you be 
“ glected your Duty, and deſerted your 

n = 
What Horror, what FEET my Friends 


muſt ſeize the abandoned Weich, thus de- 


ſervedly reproached? It is not enough to 
bear his own Hell; muſt he endure that of 


others too ? Horrors upon Horrors! if there 


be ſuch a Man, if there be ſuch a Man, my 
Brethren, may theſe Thoughts timely pierce 
to the very Marrow within his Bones, may 


he be ſuddenly awakened by the ſhocking 


Scene, arid e engage in earneſt in the great and 


weighty Buſineſs of his own. Salvation, and 


that of others. 


1 promiſed in the laſt Place to conclude 


with an Addreſs. 


In the foregoing Diſcourſe I hive crea} 
bur d to explain to you what it is to preach 
the Goſpel of Chriſt; and at the ſame Time 
have ſet forth my Duty to you in the Miniſ- 


try thereof. Give me Leave now to inform 
you (if it would not be thought too preſu- 
ming) what on your Parts.you owe to me. 


In the firſt Place then, you owe me your 
Hearts and Affections; for I aſſure you, you 
have mine from the very bottom of my Soul. 
If my want of Years, of Knowledge, and 
Experience, will hardly entitle me to be call- 
ed your Father, et my earneſt Solicitude for 


your _ 
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pour immortal Happineſs recommend me 
Witt | to the Honour of being deemed your Brother 
in the Lord, and as ſuch, admit me to your 


ſ - Boſoms. Let us take ſweet Counſel toge- 
I! ther, and talk of the mighty Things the 
it Lord hath done for our Souls. Do not ima- i 
1 | | gine, I dare aſſume upon my own Self- ſuffici- 


ency; Alas! I am but a Babe in Chriſt! Je- 
wit - fus, and there are many here from whom 1 
with would be glad to learn. Yet, as it hath 
Hr pleaſed the Almighty God to call me to the 
= iniſtry of his Goſpel in this Place, ſome Re- 
gad is ſurely due to his Authority, whoſe 
bppirit is able to ſupply my Infirmities, to give 
N Strength to the Weak, and Knowledge to the 


| Fr  Tegnorant. 


bt | 14 15 In the next place therefore you owe me 

Jour favourable Attention. But do you think 

Ut. Tall reft ſatisfied here? No, my honoured 

15 Friends, I muſt, I will be content with no- 

| F | thing leſs than the eternal Salvation of your 
1 immortal Souls. Oh! could I hear you ear- 


wt  neftly enquire, under the Anxiety and Con- 
|  -. ſfternation of the Gaoler, V hat ſhall we do to 
WE *©< be /aved ?” Then ſhould I rejoice in Hea- 
Witt  venly Hope; then ſhould I behold the work 
| Jas well begun, and intreat the Lord to make 
EFF © a ſpeedy Progreſs in your Hearts. Then 
Wi would I fly with Tranſports to your Succour 


and Relief; then would I pray with you, 
Witk weep with you, comfort you, and at length, 
j : E. | by the Grace of _ God poured forth into your 
1 . Souls, rejoice with you. 4 IE 33 
ll | CEP AC AY What 
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What can 1 do? Alas! Every moment 
the hardneſs of your Hearts, and the power 


ol the Fleſh, and the Dominion of Sin is en- 
creaſing, and yet you will refer your Repen- 


tance till to-morrow, and to-morrow, and to- 


morrow. Poor -wretches! Do you think you 


can be ſaved without receiving the Spirit of 


Chriſt? If you can, he hath died in vain; for 


he certainly died for no other End, but that 
we might receive the Spirit of Holineſs. Un- 


leſs I go, (ſays he) the Comforter cannot 


come to you, but when I go, I will ſend him 


to you. Do not therefore flatter yourſelves 


with vain Expectations of Mercy in any other 
way than by being juſtified thro' the Spirit of 
Chriſt; God is certainly infinitely merciful; 
but then he hath done all that an infinitely 
merciful God can do; for he gave his only 


Son to be joined to the human Nature, and 
to Suppreſs, Mortify, Conquer and Crucify 


the Malignity of the earthly Nature, or the 
Old Adam; that we receiving his Spirit by 
Repentance and Faith, may in like manner 
Suppreſs, Mortify, Conquer and Crucify the 


malignity of the earthly Nature in every one 


of us; in our attachments to Self, and the 


Pleaſures and Vanities of this World. And 
all this, for this plain Reaſon; becauſe there 


was no other poſſible way of our becoming 
Holy, and therefore there was no other pol- 


| ſible way of our becoming Happy. For Holi- 


neſs and Happineſs are ſo united, that they 
| 5 may 
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may be conſider d only as two Words for the : 


ſame thing, 


Since therefore, my oor en there is 


; no other Salvation; and ſince the Holy Ghoſt 


js freely promiſed. to all them, that Repent, 


and Believe; let me entreat you, in the Name 


of my bleſſed Maſter, not to defer one mo- 


ment theſe Great and Efficacious Means. 


There is no Medium: For by turning a 
Chriſt, you Crucify the World; and by 


joining the World you crucify Chriſt. Thain: 
fore I call upon you with an earneſt Voice, 
not to crucify the Lamb of God any more. 


And may the Love of God, and the Pow- 
er of God unto Salvation poſſeſs and fill 
the Hearts of thoſe, who defire and pant for 
it, as the Hart panteth for the Water-brooks : 
May the 'Grace of God be ſpeedy to all ſuch, 


and the Operations of His Spirit, TRE and 
Aſtoniſhing. 


; x Now to God the Father, &c, 


I. IB ER. 
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LIBERTY, an 0 DE. 


By the Rev: Warren Suiatev, A. B. 


5 O®* Hill, o'er Dale; 6 o'er Mountains wide 


extent, 


In queſt of LiBerTY I fondly ſtray'd ; | 


Still wander'd on, unknowing where I went; 


Charm'd by report alone I lov'd the Maid. 


For oft in Senates had I heard her Name; 


In populous meetings oft applauded high : 


And ſometimes, ſpeaking thro? the trump of Fame, : 


Patriots had claim'd her for their near Ally. 
O tell me where s this wonder to be found ? 


Or lives ſhe in the Air? Or dwells on 7 
fees 


II. 


As late I ſought han in a verdant Grove, 


A Nymph approach'd, and whiſper'd in my as, 5 


Give ober thy ſearch; ſee Liberty in Love; 


Give o'er thy ſearch ; ; the ready Nymph is. - 
r here., 


% By theſe difnguiſhed Mn I'm far ador? dz 


And all the Gay, and all the Young are mine 


No rude reſtraint my ſpacious Courts afford; 


No peeviſh Laws the looſen'd will confine. 
4 Yet ſome, or dull of Taſte, or over nice, 
« Spurn all theſe ok d en and W call 6 

0 me Vice. IC tu 


in. : 
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In vain I ſought her in the Soldier's Tent; 3 


But ! impatient of ſecluded Day, 
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III. 


She spoke ; and now iden 651 in "EY 
A Fillet, fain ſhe would have bound my Eyes; ; 


Reſiſted-warmly for I ſcorn'd Surprize. 
When lo! three galling Chains before conceal'd, 
Dropt from her ſide, and rattling fell to Ground: 


Luſt, Mis' ry, and Death, were on the Fetters 


ſeal 'd; 
And each had fretted deep a ghaſtly-\ Wound. 
And art thou Liberty? I ſmiling ſaid: 


4 The ſorc yell ſore WN with conſcious * 


fed.” 
£1 W. 


At Court I aſk*d, if e is were there; : 


The Courtiers laugh'd, and ridicul'd her Name: : 


Vet ſome had lov'd the viſionary fair; 
But ſolid Gold had wak d them from their | 


Dream. 


The ſlave of Glory knew not where ſhe dwelt : 


Under her Banners to the Wars he went; 


But ne'er her ſacred Influence had te... 
In Cities much ſhe's talk'd of, never found: 


Fe or Av'rice drove her thence, and ſtill maintains : 


- er ene „„ 


In rural Sports 1 paſs'd a weary Day 


Each jocund Youth pretended ſhe was there, 


But Cruelty, and Noiſe, and wild Diſmayg., | _ 


* ne er prevail, if Liberty were near. 


T1 


UCTBERET, ONE Mo 
But oft Licentiouſneſs her name aſſumes ; 5 
Aer eaſy Geſture, and her light Attire : 
And mingling with the riotous, preſumes 
FF Lawleſs to ſanQify her baleful Fire, 
3 Oft blazing forth amidſt the giddy Croud, | 
Treaſon ſhe leads in Hand, and Ruin threatens loud. 
A* School-maſter I met, of Brow ſevere, 1 
Who held an ancient Book he call'd the Law: |: 
Aloud he read with Accent full, and clear; | | 
Proſtrate I bow'd with reverential Awe. | | | 
« All this, ſays he, you ſtrictly muſt obey ; .-,__ 
Nor dream of Liberty, this fide the Grave.“ Ll 
Then ſternly viewing me, he went his way; | 


And left me doom'd an. everlaſting Slave. l 
How ſhou'd I dare to diſobey his Will? nl 
Or how ſhou'd I alas! ſuch ſtrict Commands fulfil ? U | 

F E i da 1 
Bound by this T.aw, I labour'd, wept, and pray'd; |} 


Works left undone my Conſcience did upbraid ; 
And all was ill pertorm'd, and nothing right. 
All weary and athirſt I preſs'd the Ground; 
And almoſt wiſh'd life's fretful Fever ofer : 
When to my Ears a more than mortal Sound, 
Soft, ſtill, and ſweet, this Heavenly meſſage bore, „ 
Here, lab' rer here, for ever quench thy Thirſt; 1 
3 2 Draught you need ; ſufficient is the MM 
„ far”? © ' = 


And tedious thought the Day, and long the Night | | 
| 


Erect I ſtood, and ſtrait a Rock I view'd 
PFrom whence a Stream tranſlucid ſeem'd to leap: 
| Already were my Spirits half renew'd ; _ | 
a And deep I drank, for O, my Thirſt was deep. 
„ Gi. | What. 
The Law was our School-maſter to bring us to Chriſt. 
ET Val, th. 34. IN ; 
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What Joy, what Bliſs the potent Draught con- 
: vey” iy __ 4 ; 0 75 | : 8 + 
No Tongue can utter, nor no Heart conceive : 

Light felt my Boſom, and as Man new made, 
From this bleſt Hour, I but began to live. 


All former Years I wiſh'd to be forgot; | 
For all my former Acts were one continued Blot, 


IX. 


Mays 


Now from a neighbouring Mount deſcending down, 


Of Angel Form, I faw a ſmiling Maid: 


One Hand a Spunge, the other held a Crown: 


e And now behold true Liberty” ſhe ſaid. - 


66 All your Tranſgreſſions thus are wip'd away; 


And this your growing Faith ſhall. well re. 
e ward: . Z 
© The Genius of this Rock thus bade me fay, 


The Saviour of my Life, my mighty Lord. 
He gave me free to rove along the Plain: 


„When Death, and Hell, my Foes he bound in 


Jlaſting Chains. 


Tuben to my Taſk with Giant Strength I flew; 


And Liberty my ſweet Companion went: 


Care fled my Breaſt, and Toil a pleaſure grew; 
Light was the Burthen, and the Yoke unbent. 
From Liberty I learnt due Songs of praiſe ; 


From her each bliſstul Moment to employ : 


” * Loul to the Weſt, my Voice ſhe bade me raiſe; | 


And Wretches call to quaff immortal Joy. 
c Here, Lab'rer here, for ever quench thy Thirſt ; 


No ſecond Draught you need; ſufficient is the 4 
l 8 . "4 5 8 
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SERMON IL 


On the great Importance of Time. 


3 


Pfalm xc. 12. 


85 tack? us to number our Days that cor na 


apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom. 


HE Phlm from whence this Verſe j E 


1 taken, was compoled by Moſes. It is 
a Meditation of his on the Brevity of Man's 


Life, occaſion'd by God's having ſhorten'd 
the Days of the {ſrael:tes to ſeventy, or eighty 
FPears at the moſt; becauſe they had griev- 
_ ouſly provok'd him in the Wilderneſs, and 
particularly by murmuring at the Relation 
the Spies brought them of the promis'd Land: 

Therefore he ſuffered them not to arrive at 


the Age of their Anceſtors, or of Maſis, Caleb, 
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and Joſbua; whoſe Lives he prolonged to a — 


hundred and twenty Years. 
As Time (whoſe ſwift and unheeded Step | 


he here laments) is ſwallowed up in Eternity; 


ſo, with the greateſt Propriety, he begins the 
Plalm with magnifying the Eternal Exiſtence 
of the great God, and Father of us all. 
Lord, thou haſt been our Dwelling Place 
1 all Generations ; z before the Mountains 

+ woe brought forth, or ever thou hadſt 


. formed 


* 
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formed the Earth or the World; even 


from Everlaſting to Everlaſting thou art 
„ God.“ !,, Reno 


He then turns him to conſider the cala- 


mitous State of Man, as exiſting in the nar- 
row Confines of Time; a Portion broken off 


from the deathleſs Being originally aſſigned 


to him 1n his Charter; a Charter, which by 
his own voluntary Act he had fatally forfeit- 


cd, and is now adjudged to the horrible 


Darkneſs of the Grave. EM Fo 55 
© Thouturneſt Man (ſays he) to Deſtruc- ! 
„tion; and fayeſt; Return ye Children of | 
« Men.” Return O Man to that Ground, 

from whence thou waſt formed; for Duſt 
thou art, and unto Duſt ſhalt thou return. 


For a thouſand Years in thy Sight are but as 


„ Yeſterday when it is paſt, and as a Watch 


in the Night.” Could we live even be- 


yond the Age of the firſt Race of Men, 


| Which reach'd to near a thouſand Years; yet 
even then we ſhould be wretched, ſince ſtill | 
it muſt paſs away; and how ſhort does it ap- 
pear when it is gone? But above all, how in- 


fGgnificantly ſhort in the ſight of God ! for 


a thouſand Years with the Lord is but as 
one Day, and one Day as a thouſand | 


bt ears 


The inſpired Author goes on in the moſt 


* lively and ſtriking Images, to deſcribe the 


impetuous Volubility of Time, and compares 
its Devaſtations to the over-bearing Torrent 


of a Flood; and the ſhadowy Vanity of hu- 


man 


Wrath againſt Sin; the original 
and the aggregated Heap of his degenerate 
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man Life to the vague Impreſſions of Men's 
Dreams in Sleep, and the tranſient Verdure 


of the fading Herbage. He then proceeds 


to point out the Cauſe of this woeful State of 
Things, namely God's juſt Di 8 and 
Sin of Adam, 


Offspring. Thou haſt? ſer our Iniquities 


before thee, our ſecret Sins in the Light of 


« thy Countenance. For all our Days are 
% paſſed away in thy Wrath: we ſpend our 
. Years as a Tale that is told. Fhe Days 


of our Years are threeſcore Years and ten, 
(They are now reduced to ſo ſhort a Space 


as this ;) and if by reaſon of Strength they 


be fourſcore Years, yet is their Strength 


« Labour and Sorrow: for it is ſoon cut off, 


* and we fly away. Who knoweth (or who. 
„ confidereth) the Power of thine Anger * 


© even according to thy Fear ſo is thy E 
„ Wrath.” That is, the moſt dreadful Ap- 


prehenſions of wicked Men do not exceed 
the terrible Vengeance which thy Wrath 
_ hath prepared for the Ungodly. Then fol- 


low the Words of the Text; So teach us 


to number our Days, that we may apply 


our Hearts unto Wiſdom.” Teach and 
enable us by the Influence of thy Spiritual 


Grace, ſo effectually to weigh and ponder on 


the ſhortneſs of our Duration here, that we. 
may renounce, deſpiſe, and trample on the 
empty Goods of a. periſhable World, andſet 
our Affections upon things above. 
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© Theſe Words evidently point out to us 
(what I propoſe in the following Diſcourſe) to 
_ conſider, firſt, the Need we have to be taught 
to number our days; and 2dly, the blefled Ef- 
fects naturally to be expected from thence, 
That we ſhall apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom. 
The firſt thing propoſed is the need we 
have to be taught to number our Days. 
There is a wide Difference between a 
Man's aſſenting to a Propoſition as true, and 
his inwardly receiving it as a governing Prin- 
ciple. To apply this to ourſelves; it will be 
readily and univerſally acknowledged as true, 
that it is appointed unto all Men once to die; 
they will readily acknowledge the uncertain- 
ty of human Liſe, and the Shortneſs of it at 
the moſt. All this they will acknowledge, 
becauſe Nature, and Reaſon, and every thing 


about us do ſo ſtrongly aſſert and prove it, that 


there's no evading it; no mathematical De- 
monſtration can be clearer, But mark ho-] 
contradictory they are ; do they in any re- 
ſpect act as if they were deeply convinced 
of it? No; if Men's Actions are the genuine 
Fruits of their Principles or Opinions, they 
act as if they were perſuaded that here is their 
fixed Abode, that this is their reſting Place 
for ever. A certain very ingenious Poet hath 
elegantly touch'd this extravagant Inconſiſ- 
tency. | 8 II 


« All Men think all Men mortal but them- 
V r 

66 Themſelves, when ſome alarming Shock 
__ © of Fate „Strikes 


. 


On the great Importance of Time. 55 © 
« Strikes through their wounded Hearts the: 
ſudden Dread; 
e But their Hearts wounded, lke the wound- | 
e FAIT -: | 
% Soon cloſe; where paſt the Shaft, no Trace | 
is found. RES 
«© As from the Wing no- Scar the: Sky ww; 
rains z . 
The parted Wave noFurrow from the Keel | 
_ « & dies in Human Hearts the T hought ; 
; of Death. 
And yet, what hath God omitted, that could 
reaſonably be expected from an all-wiſe and 
gracious Being, in giving us ſufficient and ſu- 
per- abundant Notices of our approaching 
End; whether by the plain Dictates of Rea- 
ſon, or the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances of Reve- 


lation; by manifeſt Types and Signs; 8888 
the undeniable Evidence of our Senſes? The 


dreary Deſolation of Winter is an annual 
Memento of our Deaths ; as the flouriſhing. 


Revival of Spring is a glorious Type of our © 


Reſurrection. The putrid Carcaſſes of Ani- 

mals from above Ground, give an offenſive 
Guſt of Mortality, whilſt the Voice of Friend- 
ſhip from the Grave calls on us for a Union 
there. Even he who pours to Day his Tears 
upon the honour'd. Dead, perhaps ſhall be to- 
morrow the very Thing he mourns. The 
holy Texts and uncouth Rhimes, yet to be 


ſeen on the Tombs of our Anceſtors, inſtruct: bs: 


us in this ſhort but uſeful Leſſon ; what they 
once e that we ſhall be. Doth a ſingle _ 


uy 4 7 F cature, . 
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Feature, doth an Atom remain of ſome of 
theſe diſtinguiſh'd from their mother Earth? 
May we not juſtly ſhovel up the Clay, and 
ſay, Behold the Man ? Behold all that re- 
mains of him, who in the midſt of his Air- 
built Schemes for Ages to come, in the midſt 
of his planting and building, his marrying or 
giving in Marriage, brought hither his be- 
reaved Hopes, brought hither his ne, 
pointed Care! 11 
And are theſe aweful ee 0 our 
Ip forſaken Bodies, only cramm'd with the 
worn- out and the aged? Doth not the grim. 
mw infatiate Tyrant mock at the Expectations 
= of Youth, and feed upon the Roſes of Beau- 
ty? How often doth the Child prove a Moni- 


— 


tor to the Father, and in the dumb Elo- 1 
9 ence of Death yield him a Lecture on his 
anity ! And yet what Advantage do we 
gain by theſe ſolemn Inſtructors ? What Pre- 
pParations are we making for the inevitabe 
Hour? Time fleets by us unboaded. un- 
adorned with the Atchievements bf Out 
Souls, and many a hoaty Head is groun 1 
grey in the very Greatidels of its Follies. Is 
ovident Wiſdom, excluded from ou, very 
Bag f Muſt we paſs raw and unexperien- 
ced through every Period of Life? Will nei⸗ 
ther the nervous Reaſon of Manbood in its 
Vigour, nor the wretched Feebleneſs of de- 
crepid Age remind us of the Duſt where 
ſhortly we muſt mingle? Ve gloomy. Se- 
ches beneath our Fe ect unfold your Tom 
me 
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forme Priſons to our View. Je ghaſtly Spec 
tacles of Horror now cankering in your 
Shrouds, burſt forth from the Bands that 
hold you, and teach theſe buſy Flutterers of 
an Four, that your dreary Manſions. are 
their deſtin'd Home; your terrifying Af- 
pects are the Images of what they themſelves. 
ſhall aſſuredly become. Bid the Proud, the 
Inſolent, and Tyrannical, there elbow for a 
larger Spot of Earth; the vain and conceited: | 
of their Perſons: there brag of the Elegance 
of their Complexion ;. and the Lovers of Gai 
_ ety and Pleaſure grin there even in Mockery 
of themſelves. Yet wherefore? if Nature 
and Reaſon plead in vain ; if Conſcience is 
ſtupified with Opiates; if the Law and the 
Prophets arè deſpiſed-; if the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel can't allure, nor the Terror of its 
Threatenings awaken ;. if nothing hitherto- 
afforded can incite Men to conſider their lat- 
3 ter End, and make Proviſion for the future, 
neither would they liſten, neither would they 
1 be moved, though one roſe, and preached 
to them from the Dead. e 
Oh what a Paradox is Man to Man ! ho- 
ſtrangely inconſiſtent, how full of Contra⸗ 
dictions! how extenſive in Faculty, how ab- 
ject in Practice! how glorious in Reaſon, how 
= trifling in Action! on the Wing of Specu- 
mn lation he can mount to the ſtarry Firma- 
f ment; he can acquaint himſelf with the 
1 heavenly Bodies, and deſcribe their Revo- 
7 lutions ; yet he cannot ſufficiently contem- 
f om = he: yn plate 
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plate the Shortneſs of his temporal Being. 
or in any wiſe act conformably to the De- 
ductions which will naturally. low, 
_- ?Tis not that he is ignorant of the univer- 
ſal Deſtiny ; 'tis not that he can dery it 
when offered as a Propoſition ; but the Proſ- 
pect is ſo dreary, ſo dark, and uncomfortable, 
that he wilfully ſhuts his Eyes againſt what 
requires the moſt piercing Foreſight ; he en- 
deavours to forget what it moſt c concerns him 
to remember. 

Tis not in human Wan to F | 
to us what Nature ſtarts back and revolts 
at; our fooliſh Affections are rivetted to 

that. World to which we grow and are part 
"of it; to tear us from its Deluſions is to 
burſt the Strings of our Souls. Tis only 
in Revelation to comfort us; to clear up 
thoſe baleful Clouds that reſt upon the Grave, 
and to point out to us the pure Azure of our 
Exiſtence, beyond the Darkneſs of its Do- 
main, Nay, the reveal'd Word itſelf will 
make but feeble Impreſſion, till the ſpecial 
Grace of God applies it with Power upon our 
Hearts; it will appear to us alas! but as a 
dead Letter, till the Holy Spirit of God gives 
it Life. Our Hopes, our Expectations, our 
Confidence, our Aſſurance in the great Sal- 
vation obtain'd to us through. our dear Lord 
and Saviour, will be then awakened and cal- 
led forth to a vigorous Activity; the Vani- 
ties of the World with be unheeded by us, as 
| the: Tops of Children, or the Frippery of 
28 . Women; 3 
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Women; and the Suffering of this preſent _ 


Time will be conſidered as not worthy to be 


compared with the Glory that ſhall be re- 


vealed in us. Thus enabled, directed, and 
emboldened to look forward with a ſtedfaſt 
and conſiderate Eye to the Number and End: 
of our Days, the bleſſed Effects will naturally 
follow, we ſhall apply our Hearts unto Wit-- 
dom. Which was the: ſecond thing I pro- 
poſed to conſider; | 
2, The Word Wiſdom in this Place and' 


| in many other Paſſages of Holy Scripture, 
ſignifies true Piety, or the Fear of God, 


Thus 70 xxvin. 28. The Fear of the 


Lord that is Wiſdom And Parallel to 


this is the cxi. Pſalm, loth Ver. The Fear 


„of the Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom ;. 2 | 
a good Underſtanding have all they that | 


« do thereafter; the Praiſe of it endureth 
“for ever.” And what will fo naturally ex- 
cite in us this Fear of the Lord which is the 
Beginning of Wiſdom, as frequent and ef- 
fectual Meditations on the Brevity of Hu- 


man Life? When we deeply reflect on the 

-periſhable State of Things here, and the 
gradual Progreſs of our own ſelves towards 
Corruption; we ſhall preſently let go our 


hold; we ſhall no longer place our Confi- 
dence in what we evidently fee muſt fail us; 


and we ſhall endeavour to diſcover ſome _ 
ſubſtantial Compenſations for the Wreck of 


our blaſted Cares, the Ruin of our childiſh 


Hopes. We ſhall then look on thoſe Things : 


as 
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as * which refer us to the Deluſi- 
ons of Vanity; we ſhall only conſider that 
as Wiſdom, which is able to make us wiſe 
unto Salvation. 
Neither an extenſive Knowledge of Lan- 
guages, nor a complete Skill in the Sciences, 
nor tlie exalted Flights of Philoſophy can ſa- 
tisfy the Hunger o the Mind in it's anxious 
and moſt intereſting Demands; the Goſpel 
only can appeaſe its Doubts, fill it, and make 
it bleſt, becauſe Life and Immortality are 
only brought to Light through the Goſpel. 
Where is the Wiſe? Where is the Scribe? 
e Where is the Diſputer of this World? 
% Hath not God made fooliſh the Wiſdom 
„ of this World? For after that, in the 
% Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom 
knew not God, it pleaſed God by the 
40 Fooliſhneſs of preaching to fave them that 
4 believe“ That is, when the utmoſt Ef- 
\ forts of human or worldly Wiſdom. could 
not attain to a due and perfect Knowledge 
of God, or gain a comfortable and ſatisfac- 
dory View of a future State; it pleaſed God, 
by che preaching of the Croſs of Chriſt 
(which was to the learned Greeks Fooliſhnels, 
and tothe Jews a ſtumbling Block) to point; 
out his gracious Methods of Salvation to all 
thoſe that have earneſt Ears to hear, and. 


Heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs.” a - 

If the bleſſed Wiſdom that cometh down, 

from above was to be, obtained merely 2 F, 
0 8 E 


willing Hearts to believe; (“ For with the, _ 


the Strength of Underſtanding, and the Im- 
provement of Education, then God: would not 
haye dealt equally by all his Creatures; and. 
| thoſe that were not ſo happy as to be born 
under - theſe ſhining Advantages, would ei- 
ther be enſlaved to the Opinions of the, 
learned, or totally deprived of Spiritual In- 
ſtruction, But the contrary. of this is very 
evident both from the Objects to whom the 
Goſpel is particularly addreſſed, ©* To the 
Poor the Goſpel is preached; and like- 


wiſe from the Perſons themſelves to whom 


the Commiſſion at firſt was given; being 
poor, mean, illiterate Men, for the moſt 
part no better than Fiſhermen, © Thus 
* hath God choſen the. foolith things of the 
„„World (faith St. Paul) to confound the 


* Wiſe ; and the weak Things of the World 


4 to confound the Things which are migh- 
ty; and baſe Things of the World, and 
« Things which are deſpiſed hath God cho- 
< ſen; yea, and Things which are not, to 
bring to nought Things that are: That 
« no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence.” 
*Tis not therefore Head knowledge, mere 
ſpeculative Syſtems which Moſs had in View 
in the Words. of the Fext ; No, ſays he, 
* So teach us to number our Days, that 
we may apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom.““ 
This is the great End and Deſign of Chriſti- 


anity, that our Hearts may be turn d from 


Folly ; that our Hearts may be applied uno 


— 
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Wiſdom... Therefore was the Infuſion of the . 


Holy Ghoſt purchaſed for us by the Blood 
of Chriſt, that a Spiritual Change might be 


brought about in the in ward Affections of our 


Hearts; a Change, which by our own na- 
tural Strength, We are by no Means capa- 
ble of effecting. And what is the apparent 
Reaſon, why God ſhould ever intend that 


ſuch an Alteration ſhould be made in our OD, 


Deſires ? It is not from any peeviſh Gratifi- 
cation he hath in turning us from the ſenſual 
Enjoyments of the World, merely becauſe we 
have a high Pleaſure and Delight in them: 
It is with the ſame provident Care and Good- 
neſs, that a Father would ſnatch a Child 
from fondly playing and diverting itſelf with | 
a Viper: he does it, becauſe he is perfectly 
well acquainted with the lurking Venom of 
the noxious Animal: The Child perhaps 
will think it hard to be torn thus from what 
amuſed or pleaſes him: yet, if he knew to 
judge aright, he would approve his Father's 
Tenderneſs and Love. In like Manner our 


Heavenly Father knows, that this World can 


adminiſter nothing but deadly Poiſon to our 
Souls. Had it been otherwiſe; could this 

World have been a Fountain of real (not 

_ fRiitious) Hapineſs to us; God is Love; he 

_ hath the tendereſt Regard to the true inte- 

reſt of all his Creatures; and he would cer- 

tainly have made that our eternal State, from 

whence we were to draw the moſt conſum- 

mate nen But God in his infinite 


Wiſdom 


fections were not tainted by it; but were 
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Wiſdom knew that he bimſelf was the only 
Fountain of Happineſs; and that therefore 
we are graſping at Shadows, and let go the 
Subſtance. Now Happineſs is only commu- 
nicable to the Will and Affections; and the 
Will and Affections can only receive it, by 
ſtanding wholly, fully, and abſolutely turn'd 
towards it. But if the Will and Aﬀections 
are in any reſpect turn'd towards the World, 
then they are not wholly, fully and abſo- 
lutely turn'd towards the Fountain of Hap- 
pineſs; therefore the Fountain of Happineſs _ 
can never fill them, and therefore of natural 

Conſequence the Man muſt be miſerable. 
Man did not ſtand originally in this 
World, upon the Footing he is now. Tho' 
he lived in it, he was above it; his Afﬀ- 


all wound up in God, from whence he 
drew his Happineſs immediately, as from 
the proper Fountain. The Dominion of 
ſo pure a Being, (as Man then was) over 
the World, render'd the whole arcund him 

Pure, innocent, and bleſs'd. But the Caſe 
is now very much alter'd; for when the 
Devil through the Fall, had gain d a Sove- 
reignty over Man, he incluſively under that 
Sovereignty, obtained a Power over the 
Word which had been ſubjected to Man. 
From whence he was permitted to introduce 
Strife and Contention among all the Ele- 
ments, ſpiritual as weil as bodily Evils, dan- 


even Temptations, 1. errors to ſhake our 
| Couſtancy, 
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5 Conſtaney. Allurements to delude our Senſe, 

raging Appetites, infamous Luſts, Sickneſs 
and Diſeaſe, till the Grave, by God's ſingular 
Marey ad Goodneſs, becomes our Refuge. 


The 


orld therefore is not now what it was 
at firſt intended; and 'tis as dangerous to 
toy with its Delights, as to play with the 
| envenom'd Aſp. - 
1am well aware that this Doctrine i is nei- 


| if ther popular nor pleaſing; 1 am ſenſible 


many will not approve, what I mean to urge 


againſt the worldly Gaieties and Amute- 


ments. But ſhall I therefore ſlacken my 

Zeal, or with-hold Reproof? God forbid I 
ſhould flatter you ſo baſely to your own. 
Loſs, But what! (perhaps it will be 
| faid,) „ Will any one be damn'd for Dan- 
« cing or Card playing?“ Hold a little; 
let us ſtate the Cale fairly and clearly, and 


Y then determine as Reaſon ſhall direct. I 


do not ſuppoſe God will enquire particularly 
in S hat Manner you have fooled away your. 


Time; but whether you have improved the 


Whole, and every Portion of it that was al- 
lotted you, to his Honour and Glory. If 
therefore it can be truly ſaid, that you 


$ danc'd, play'd Cards and ſo forth, to the 


Honour and Glory of God, you ſtand fairly 


| acquitted in my Opinion, 1 allure von. 


Is any one offended at the high Rank 
whetein I mean to place you? Does any 
one complain, that I do not merely conſider 
"BN: as dle Worms, but as _— 5 


I mortals : 
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- 1 Pardon me, I beſeech you; 
this Injury: I would diſcountenance ſuch 
Amuſements, as are unſuitable to your au- 
guſt Dignity, and would recommend to you 
ſuch Delights, as would bring down a Hea- 
ven upon Earth. L 
We. ſmile at the Anticks of Brute Air 
mals, and perhaps pity them that they are 
not capable of . more exalted Pleaſures. But 
for a rational Being, form'd for a free Com- 
merce with the Almighty God, form'd to be 
the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
Heir of Heaven; for ſo illuſtrious a Creature 
to demean himſelf to a Dancing-Dog, or a 
Chattering Monkey My whole Souls is 
all on Fire at the Thought, and I cannot but 
inveigh againſt it. with the warmeſt Indig- 


og nation. 


O O Bleſſed 3 Holy Jeſus, - | furroundath 
with thy ſuffering Saints and Martyrs, turn 
away thine Eyes, nor behold the indecent 
Levity of this People; theſe who dare to call 
themſelves Chriſtians ; that is, the Followers, 
and Imitators of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Where is the Croſs of Chriſt? Shall we 
ſeek for it in an Aſſembly? Where is the 
bleſſed Poverty of apa Is it to be found 
in Dicing and Carding ? For ſhame, for 
ſhame, my Brethren ; do not thus diſhonour 
that Holy Name whereby you are called; 
do not debaſe the Human Nature, wherein : 
| God himſelf deign'd to appear incarnate ; O 
i Chriſt” s Sake. do not debaſe it to ſo dif- 
1 graceful 


F 
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graceful a Proſtitution, The Time af. 
forded us is full ſcant enough for the mighty 
Work to be wrought in it; let us learn to 
\ huſband every Hour, and every Moment; 
let us employ it in a Manner ſuitable to the 
Deſign of God in our Creation and Redemp- 
tion; let us not vitiate our Palates with the 
frothy, windy Vanities of the World? but let 
us be earneſtly ſolicitous to contract ſuch a 
Taſte and Reliſh for the Joys of Homies, 
aàãs can alone put us in a Capacity to be Par- 
| takers of them. 
Phe Affections are the Wings of the Soul: IS 
Let us ſeek to have ours diſengaged from 
EE the clammy Sweets that clogg them, and 
impede our Flight. So, light and eaſy ſhall 
- we mount aloft: ſo, ſhall we defy the Sting 
of Death; fo, ſhall we mock at the Trearaph | 
of the Grave. ES | 
No to God the Father, God the. Son, 
of and God the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed, as 
E is moſt due, all Praiſe, Might, Majeſty 
„and Dominion, both now and for Ever- | 
more. | 
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John xvii. 1 


And ible 3s life eternal, that they mig ht know | 
' thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom thou baſt ſent, 


O® bleſſed Lord in | this chapter i is N 


ing a pathetic and moſt affectionate 
prayer to God the Father on the eve be- 


fore he ſuffered; recommending to the 
divine protection and ſpecial providential 


care, all ſuch as at that time did, or af- 
terwards ſhould believe in his name. ® 

He is here evidently ſpeaking in his me- 
diatorial character; and yet even in this 
ſupplicating addreſs, the refplendent rays of 
his divinity do ſo irreſiſtibly beam forth 
through the veil of his fleſh, that the God 
over all bleſſed for ever, ſands in undimi- 


niſh'd majeſty confeſs'd Thus verſe 10. 


he ſays, All mine are thine, and thine 


are mine, and 1 am glorified in them im- 


plying the cloſeſt union, equality and par- 
ticipation in the Godhead. And even in the 
words of the tent, the knowledge of ſeſus 
? * Chenin 
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Chriſt is made as eſſentially neceſſary to eter- 
nal life, as the knowledge of God the Fa- 
ther: He therefore doth not uſe the term, 
only true God, to the excluſion of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghoſt, but to the exclu- 
ſion of all the falſe Gods of the Heathen wor- 
ſhippers. 
Me have in this our ei 8 prayer, a a 
full and lively illuſtration of what is grate- 
fully and piouſly obſerv'd by the Evangeliſt | 
in another place, that © when Jeſus knew that 


* his hour was come, that he ſhould depart | 
out of this world unto the Father, having 


4 loved his own which were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end.” For notwith- 
/ ſtanding he had juſt foretold them (in the 
preceding chapter) that the time was ap- 
proaching, in which they ſhould every one 
of them forſake him, and fly, and leave him, 
deſerted, friendleſs and expos'd to the rage 
of his enemies, he did not upon this account 


withdraw his tender c#npaſſion from them, 


but repoſes them under the peculiar tutelage | 
and. guardianſhip of his heavenly Father. 
Having lift up his eyes in an earneſt 
and importunate manner, (the natural poſ- 
ture of a zealous and ſincere devotion), he 
begins with making his deſire known to the 
Father, that he would glorify his Son. 
_ * that the Son might alſo glorify him.“ For 
as the glory of the Son appear'd jn being 
the immediate means of bringing life and 
3 immortality to light, ſo the glory of the Fa- 


ther 


T m 5 97 ap --- 


ther was manifeſted in having given his only 
Son for theſe benign and-gracious purpoſes. 


Therefore, lays he, glorify thy Son,” that 
is, by diſpoſing and influencing the minds 
of men through Hy preventing grace to 
receive him as their Saviour and Redeemer; _. 


(for no one can come to Chriſt, unleſs the 


Father draw him) and again, the Son ſhall _ 


glorify thee, by doing and ſuffering all things 


which were determin'd in thy wiſe and holy 


pes before the world exiſted ; by lead- 
men to a full fiducial and unbounded truſt 
in the Bleſſed Trinity, that they may ſerve 


God without fear, in holineſs and righteouſ- 


neſs before him all the days of their life; 
and by pointing thee out as the ultimate 
object of divine warſhip through the Son, 


ſince no man cometh to the Father but by 0 


me. 
' Behold how 4 6 our Reden loveth 
us, when he makes his own glory to eonſiſt 


in being the fountain of eternal life in 


bliſs to his own diſciples (properly ſo call'd 


whom he had choſen out of the world) 1 
the firſt place and to all true believers to 
the end of time, who ſhould with. open 
hearts receive the word through their 
1 1 preaching and miniſtry. FW 
Since this then was the gracious end of _ 
Chriſt's coming into the world, to give 
eternal life to "thoſe. who were dal in 
treſpaſſes and ſins; and ſince eternal life 
a 8 in \ knoving the only true G 
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and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent; it will 
be neceſſary. to enquire firſt into the na- 


ture and extent of this divine knowledge. 
Secondly | ſhall endeavour to recommend 
and enforce it by ſuch arguments as are 
moſt likely to engage your aſſiduous attenti- 
ons to this the mo : important of all concerns. 

I. Now tbe firſt openings of the human 


| 3 on the light of nature do, forcibly, as it 


were, and beyond the power of reſiſtance, ad- 


mit a permanent impreiſion and belief, that 


all that regular ſyſtem we ſce around us, 
was not the effect of jumbled atoms in the 
hand of chance, but was the great and 


| | glorious workmanſhip of a Being, ſupreme 


beyond the conception of created faculties, 
eternal in exiſtence, infinite in power, and 


abounding in love. 


This perſuaſion or rather conviction of 
the mind of ſthe exiſtence of a Deity, i is the 
firſt ground and foundation on which the 
principles of what we call natural religion 
are built; for * he that cometh to God 
(days the apoſtle) muſt believe that he 
&« is z“ and thence he will be preſently 
brought to a further belief, . that he is the 


| < rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him.“ 


The ſoul ſpontaneouſly inquilitive, what, 
how, or whence it is, (whenever it is left 


to it's own free agency unburthen'd by 
| worldly trifles or low-thoughted cares) longs. 
Zn w_ an acquaintance with that bleſſed 8 


. An whence it iſſued forth: 


Kn. 3 


it 
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knows, it cannot but know, that he that 


firſt breathed into it this curiouſly explor- 


ing deſire, gave it merely with a view to it's 


ample gratification ;. only meant to be ear- 


neſtly fought, that he might be the more ſuc- 
Ceſsfully and more happily found. We have 


learn'd by a kind of fatal experience that the 
greateſt bleſſings when cheaply obtain'd to 


us, are but lightly eſteem'd ; and that much, 
pains are requir'd in the purſu to endear 


the fruition of the deſir'd ohject. Neither 


health, peace or plenty are preſented to us 
in the moſt advantageous point of view, till 


the want of each of theſe has made way for 
it's entertainment with a more ardent joy. 
In compliance therefore to this infirmity, and 


in ſupport of his auguſt dignity, God mak- 
eth the darkneſs his pavillion, and velleth 


his glories in a cloud. He hath however 
tranſmitted one gleaming ray from his reful- 


gent brightneſs, which leſſening to a point 


upon the ſoul of man, is call'd the light 


of nature. Whoever ſprings forward upon 


this chearing beam, will find it expand and 


enlarge it ſelf on his aſpiring ſoul, till the 


brighter glare of revelation opens on his 


aſtoniſh'd eyes the glorious golpel truths ; 
and life and immortality in a full enjoyment 
of the ever bleſſed God, is at once unfolded 
and made his own : and thus we may ac- 


count for the juſtice of God's dealings by 


all people and nations, even where Jeſus 


Chriſt hath never been preached : (for there 
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is no other falvation, no other name under > 
Heaven whereby men can be ſaved but by 
Jeſus Chriſt.) | Have they not therefore 
heard? *tis granted they have not. But 
have they obeyed and followed the dictates 
of preventing grace, or the light of natural 
conſcience ; have they in obedierice to its 
impreſſions moſt earneſtly defir'd to know 
more and more of the will of God, in or- 


. = : der es their fulfilling of the ſame I if they 
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have they ſhall aſſuredly be taught of God, 
N the ſcripture hath ſaid, If they have, 
{to apply the words of our Homily on read- 
ing the ' ſcriptures, as quoted from! St. Chry- 
ſoſtom) it cannot be that they ſhould be 
left without help; for either God Almighty 
will ſend them ſome holy teacher to in- 
ſtruct them, as he did to inſtruct the Eu- 
nuch, a nobleman of Ethiopia, and treaſurer 
to Queen Candace: or for Want of a learned 
or inſpir'd teacher, God himſelf from above 
will give light unto their minds, and teach 
them thoſe things that be neceſſary for 
them, and wherein they be i ignorant. There- 
fore their condemnation will be juſt, be- 
cauſe they did not make their advantage 
of that light which God had given them, 
which would liave gradually led them to 
a ſaving acquaintance with him through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: „for whoſoever hath. 
(that is, that improveth what he hath) to 
„ him hall be given, and he ſhall have 

more abundance : but whoſoever hath not 
| (che 
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(the unprofitable ſervant) ! from him ſhall be 


taken away even that he hath:” in theſe laſt 
the divine notices grow more and more faint, 


till they are entirely overwhelm'd by their 


own wilful darkneſs. And thus it is that 


God is vindicated in the revelation of his 
wrath againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighte- 
ouſneſs of men whatſoever, whether Chriſt i- 
ans, Jews, Turks, Pagans or Infidels: be- 
cauſe (as St. Paul argues) * that which may 


be known of God” (he is here ſpeaking 


of the Heathen world) © is manifeſt in 
„% them; for, God hath ſhewed it unto 


« them, for the inviſible things of him (even 
« his eternal Power and Godhead) from the 


creation of the world are clearly ſeen, 
„ being underſtood by the things that are 
made, fo that they are without excuſe; be- 


« cauſe that when they knew God,“ when 
they knew that he exiſted, and could not 
but conclude that he was © a rewarder. of 


„them that diligently ſeek him ;” inſtead: 
of ſeeking him, inſtead of making uſe of 


this light to gain a more improv'd know- 
ledge of him, they wilfully quench'd it, and 
in conſequence thereof, they glorified him 


not as God, neither were thankful, but 
'* hecame vain in their imaginations,” and 
fo © their fooliſh hearts were darken'd; pro- 


feſſing themſelves to be wiſe they became 


„ fools!” preſuming to have an adequate 
knowledge of the ſupreme Being by the 
force of unaſſiſted reaſon, and their own la- 
TS. „„ bord 
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bour'd attainments in philoſophy, indepen- 
dently of God's ſpiritual inſtruction, and di- 
vine illumination; it pleaſed the Almighty 
to withdraw the firſt footſteps and out- lines 
Whereby he might be traced, and ſo left 
them to that vain, that wretched indepen- 
dency, which they had made their fooliſh 


choice. And what was the conſequence ? 
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* They chang'd the glory of the incorrup- 
-< tible God into an image made like to cor- 
* ruptible man, and to birds and four foot- 
© ed beaſts and creeping things.” And | 
the religious principle being thus corrupted, | 
the fruits were ſimilar to the tree; for they 
were abandon'd to the moſt ſenſual and 
beaſtly luſts, diſhonouring their own, perſons 
in the moſt opprobrious and ſhameful man- 
er. | EAN SEL 7 | "24 OS 
Tue light of nature therefore, tho“ it may 
be call'd the firſt ſtep of Jacob's ladder, 
which will lead men gradually to the ſublim- 
. eſt heights, provided they keep their footing, 
and advance forward with their eyes fix'd 

_ earneſtly towards the ſummit; yet if the 
have no aſpiring views, it cannot of itſelf af- 
ford them a ſatisfactory knowledge of the 
ever bleſſed God: Nay if they reſt on this 
lower ſtep, without any inclination to mount, 
the Jadder will be drawn up to heaven, and 
then they will be left grovelling in the filthy 
mire. 5 e 
But have not we (it may be ſaid) more 
ſhining advantages? Are not we baptized. 
| „ | „„ 
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en- into Chriſt ? Do not we live under the reve- 
di- lation of the Goſpel? and therefore have 
not we a perfect knowledge of the only true 


2 God and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent? 

eft | Men and brethren, let me freely ſpeak to 

n. EE you. I would to God that every one that 

ſh | hears me this day © may be able to com- 

> 8 *© prehendwithall Saints, whati s the breadth 

p- „and length, and depth and height, and 
br. * to know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth 

51. „ knowledge, that ye might be filled with _ 
d Vall the fulneſs of God.” But what ſhall 

d, | wie ſay in theſe things? God forbid that 1 

ey | ſhould judge you. Examine your own 

1d hearts, and be ye yourſelves the judges. The { 
5 knowledge of God here ſpoken of, doth not | 
SY cConſiſt in a mere notion or idea (however | 


juſt) reſting inactively in the human mind. 
ay Neither doth it depend on any caſual circum- 
| ſtances, ſuch as, being born in a chriſtian 


* country, or educated in the tenets of any 

5 | particular church. It is of infinitely a more | 

1 exalted nature. It is an inward invigorating | 

principle, even the principle of eternal life. 1 

7 _ This ts life eternal (faith our bleſſed Lord) 

je that th y may know thee the only true God and 

is Feſus Chriſt: whom! thou haſt ſent. It is there- _ 

t, | fore ſuch a knowledge of God as implies the 

* _ cloſeſt intimacy and union; ſuch a ſaving 
acquaintance as is to be eſtabliſhed by the 


reſidence and abiding of the Godhead with- 
4 in us; as our Saviour hath promis'd to him 
0 that will keep his words. John xiv; 23. 
» KB F = . « My 
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„% My Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him and make our abode with 
him.“ This, my dear brethren, is the 


great privilege of Chriſtians: this is the in- 


eſtimable purchaſe obtain'd to us thro* the 
Blood of Chriſt; that we ſhould have a vi- 


tal home-felt knowledge of God by the ex, 


perience of his © love being ſhed abroad in 


“our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given un- 


to us: © the Spirit of God bearing witneſs 
© with our ſpirit that we are the children 
„of God.” This and no leſs than this 
can properly be deem'd that knowledge of 
God which our Saviour calls eternal life. 

Have you therefore this bleſſed knowledge 
of God ? this glorious teſtimony thus ſeal'd 


- upon your ſouls? can you lay your hands 


upon your hearts, and ſay you know from ex- 
perience that your Redeemer liveth? are 
your actions, words and thoughts influenc'd 
by this inward guide and counſellor ? are 
you conform'd to the image of Chriſt in an 
imitation of his life and converſation ? if it 
be ſo, happy, yea bleſſed are you; for you 
have the earneſt of eternal life abiding in 


vou. But if any of you have not theſe pre- 
cCious proofs, this illuſtratious manifeſtation 


of the Spirit of Chriſt, I ſhall never heſitate 
to pronounce, that they have not yet attain'd 
to ſuch a knowledge of God, as is the ſpring 
and fountain of eternal Life. | 
For the advantage therefore of all ſuch | 
who JR n. deſtitute of — | 

| ree 
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free intimate union and connexion with the 
Holy Trinity, 1 ſhall recommend to them in 
the ſecond place earneſtly to ſeek and preſs 


after it by ſuch arguments as are the moſt 
likely to engage their aſſiduous attentions to 


this the moſt important of all concerns. 
And ſurely when we reflect on the amaz- 
ing condeſcenſion of Almighty God in ad- 


mitting us to this communion and fellowſhip . 


with him thro' the Son, we cannot but be 
ſtartled at our own indolent delay in defer- 


ring one moment to clole with him by re- 
pentance and faith in Jeſus Chriſt; ſince the 


irrevocable promiſe hath long ago even in 
the old times gone forth, that to ſuch he 


will in a peculiar manner be their God, and 


they ſhall be his people. 


bz 


* ” 


Earth, that He; the Mighty He, hath cour- 


teouſly ſought you out: hath excited you 
by preventing grace! hath ſpoken to you by 
his Son! hath promis'd you a free pardon for 


paſt fins thro” the Blood of Jeſus! hath even 


ſought an inward intimate acquaintance with 
your ſouls! would fain have gather'd you to- 
_ gether as the hen gathereth her chickens un- 


der her wings, and ye would not! Ye choſe 


rather an - intimacy with his enemies the 
| . de 


O what an inſupportable load this will be 
upon your conſciences at the laſt day, that 
the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, the God of {frael, the Great Jehovah, 
he that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe-throne is 
the higheſt Heaven, whoſe footſtool is the 
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world, and with the men of the world: you 
were influenc'd by their ſmiles; you were 
terrified hy their threats. He called you 

and you knew not the ſhepherd's voice: 
Hie intreated you to be ſav'd and you ſpurn'd 
him with contempt. That ever ſuch graci- 
ous offers had been tender'd to you, will then 
be infinitely more afflicting than if they never 


had been made. You will then have cauſe 


had no abiding in you. 


to lament that ever Chriſt had died, when 
his deſpiſed Blood crieth out for vengeance 
on your ſelf-condemn'd fouls. As you have 
refus' d to have a ſpiritual and experimental 
&nowledge of him Here, it will then be his turn 
to profeſs * I know you not; depart from 
% me ye workers of iniquity.” What will 
it avail to plead, Lord we were born in a 
_ Chriſtian country; we were brought up in 
the church of England? the purity of her 
doctrines will be but an aggravation of your 
guilt, He will therefore ſtill repeat, © 1 


** have not known you, in that my Spirit 
93» 


: » 


O inſupportable; O agonizing thought, 
yet juſt as terrible! for he hath ſtretch'd out 
his hands all day long to a gainſaying peo- 
ple: He had promis'd to be found, but you 
would not ſeek him. Behold He cometh, . 
He cometh with clouds and every eye ſhall ſee 
him, and they alſo which pierc'd him; and 
all kindreds of the earth ſhall wail becauſe 
of him. Behold, my brethren, behold the 
day approacheth ; it cannot be far off to 

N i” every 


-_ 
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every one of us; at leaſt the hour of our 


death is hurrying on; and then no further 


room for repentance will be afforded. Know 


ye the Lord therefore in this your day ; ac- 
quaint yourſelves with God; for he is both 


ready and willing to be known to you. You | 


ſhall know him even as one friend knoweth 


another, not by name only, but by the warm- 


eft union of ſpirit,. mind and: affections. 
« Who is the Lord ( faid Pharaoh) that I 
& ſhould obey his voice? The tyrant knew 


not God, becanſe his heart was hardened. 


O timely may you prevent the ſame de- 
plorable ignorance from the ſame fatal 
cauſe. V' | | 


The trembling gleams of day-exhibit ſtill 


the ſkirts of his infolding glory ; but ſwift 


the night cometh. on, wherein no trace is. 


found. O darkneſs, dreary. and horrible! 


a. darkneſs ſuch as may be felt, will then 


overwhelm your ſouls, without one pitying 


ray to enlighten and to cheer, 
O light of life deſcend, expand o'er all our 


hearts: dethrone the prince of darkneſs, and 


eſtabliſh within us the. kingdom of thy 


Peace for ever and ever. 
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Acts X 34. 35. 


Eh Ber Peter open d bis Mouth and ſaid, of a 
truth ] perceive that God is no reſpecter of 
Perſons : But in every Nation he that fearelß 


him and worketh enn. is wee ned 
Nd him, | | 


H I S great and glorious truth was now 
but juſt clear d up to the apoſtle Peter, 
that God in regard to the gracious means 
he afforded of ſalvation, had not contracted 
his bleſſed views with reſpect merely to any 
particular nation, or people ; but was about 
to fulfil the promiſe made many ages ago to 
Abraham, that in the holy ſeed to be deriv'd 
from him, all nations of the earth ſhould be 
_ bleſſed. 
It is worthy ferrari, that e even to theſe 
ſelect and choſen men for the propagation 
of the goſpel of peace, the Holy Ghoſt did 
not. at once (in the act of their endowment 
with ſpiritual gifts and graces on the day of 
| en, impart to them the fuel of di- 
vine 


11 


P 


. * * 


vine knowledge; but gradually led them on 


from one degree of light to another, as God 
ſaw occaſion for their furtherance, or beheld 
them prepar d for, and capable of ſtill ſtrong- 


er food. And this is agreeable to the form 


of expreſſion made uſe of by our Saviour, in 
his promiſe of ſending them the Comforter. 


„When he, the Spirit of Truth is come 


he will guide you into all truth.” Ovyou, 


the Greek word, implies ſuch a guidance and 


direction to be given, as an ignorant travel- 


ler receives from his conductor, who leads 


him ſtep by ſtep, till he arrives at his jour- 

ney wend 7 RS 
And thus it was, that not only Peter, but 
every one of the apoſtles, labour'd a conſi- 
derable time under the Jewiſh national preju- 
dices, not yet conceiving that God's free 


grace and pardon was univerſal to the whole 


fallen race of Adam, that is, to thoſe who 


earneſtly ſhould ſeek for it by repentance and 


faith. Accordingly we find in the next 
chapter, that on Peter's coming to Feruſalem, 
they of the circumciſion reprov'd him for 
having had any fellowſhip with the Gentiles 3: -: 
till they heard what he had to offer in his 
defence, rehearſing the extraordinary viſion 
he had been favoured with, and the conver- 
ſion and juſtification of Cornelius and his fa- 


mily through his miniſtry: and then they 


were not only ſatisfied with Peter's conduct, 
but © glorified God, faving, then hath God 
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„ alſo to the Gentiles granted repentance 
5 unto life. 

Ihe converſion of Cornelins ( 550 is uſa- 
ally call'd the firſt fruits of the Gentiles) was 


not till about ſeven years after the aſcenſion 


of our Lord : during which time the apoſtles 


preach' d the word only to Jews, proper- 


ly fo call'd; or to thoſe Gentile converts who 


were admitted to the ſame privileges with 
themſelves, I mean the proſelytes of the co- 


venant, (otherwiſe term'd the proſelytes of 
righteouſneſs;) who were circumcis'd and ob- 
ſerv'd all the rights and ceremonies of the 
Jewiſh law. Of this latter, (it is generally 
agreed among the learned) was the eunuch 
of Erbiopia, who went up to Jeruſalem to 


worſhip, and was converted an his return by 


Philip the. deacon. 
But now God was pleas'd to diſſipate that 
heavy: miſt, that contracted the apoſtles pꝛoſ- 
pect, and ſhew them clearly, that the parti- 
tion-Wall was broken down, and that God's 
mercy is over all his works. 


Of a truth] perceive,” (ays Peter) and 
it was not till now that he diſcover'd jt. (So 
that he himſelf had not fully underſtood, till 


now, the import and extent of what the Holy 
Spirit had deliver*d thro' himſelf on the day 
ol Pextecoft, namely M hoſoever ſhall call 


on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved”). 


I perceive that God is no reſpect * of per- 
ſous. O bleſſed hearing! and if od is not 


* ual | in the diftribution of his pardoning 
grace 
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grace to any particular church, ſect, or opi- 


nion, (not even to thoſe who were peculiarly : 
call'd his people) why doth the narrow heart 


of man purſue with malice thoſe who pre- 


ſume to differ from him? but praiſe be to 


God's holy name, that his ways are not like 


our ways, for in every nation he that fear- 
eth him and worketh righteouſnels, 1 is ac- 


„ cepted of him. 


In the proſecution of this diſcourſe, I ſhall 


_ conſider firſt what is meant by fearing God 


and working righteouſnels. 
Secondly, I ſhall point out the nature of 
the acceptance conſequent thereto. | 
And laſtly, I ſhall conclude with ſome 
practical obſervations. | 
1. And firſt I am to conſider what is 
meant in this place by fearing God and 
working righteouſneſs. 
Now the fear and the righteouſneſs here | 


| ſpoken of, were neither the one nor the 


other perfect unto- everlaſting life, either in 


their nature or operations. The firſt not e, 


tending further than what the ſchool-men 


term the initial fear of God; or what the | 
Fſalmiſt calls © the beginning of wiſdom :”* 
and the latter being infinitely ſhort of that 


glorious righteouſneſs, Which is the gift of 


God thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


It is that fear and that righteouſneſs, which 
co-operating under the preventing grace of 


God, lead men to repentance, and thro re- 
pentance . the object meet on whom 


t 


. 
- 
. 
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the ſeal of the bleſſed promiſe ſhail be con- 
ferr'd; but it is not yet that righteouſneſs 
which is the fruit of faith working by Love. 
For perfect love (faith St. John) caſteth out 
fear, becauſe fear hath - torment : He that 
feareth is not made perfect by love. | 
Now that Cornelius (who gave occaſion to 
thoſe words of St. Peter) was not made per- 


fect by love, is very evident; for the love 


of God had not yet been ſhed abroad in his 
heart by the Holy Ghoſt given unto him 
and yet we find him a man of ſingular pro- 


bity, humanity, and morality ; being of good 


report, not only in his neighbourhood, but 
among all the nations of the Jews. 
It may be perhaps of advantage to us, to 


take a diſtinct view of the character of this 


mangas it may have the following happy ef- 
feats. It may in the firſt place perhaps con- 


vince fome, who conſider themſelves as 
_ Chriſtians, how far ſhort they are even of 


the imperfect righteouſneſs of this perſon : | 
and it will prove in the ſccond place, even 
to the beſt of us, the abſolute neceſſity „ 
Redeemer s Blood. | 
' He was by birth a Gentile, deſcended from 
| heathen parents, and educated of courſe in 
 biindneſs and idolatry : yet under thele great. 
 Giladvantages, attentive to the light that 
ſhineth in darkneſs, even the light that light - 


eth every man that cometh into the world, 


commonly call'd preventing grace or the 
1 of natural Fanicience ; attentive I ſay, 
to 


a” 
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o the ſtirrings of this Heavenly ſpark, (in- 
ſtead of quenching it as other heathen idola- 
ters had done) he arriv'd at the know- 


| ledge of the one true God, who made hea- 
ven and earth, the ſea, and all things con- 


| tained therein. From thence forward he be- 


came a devout man, or (as the original word 
wee might be more properly render'd) a 
right worſhipper : and being zealouſly con- 


cern'd for the fouls of others as well as his 


own, his example had a ſuitable influence on 
his whole family; for“ he feared God with 
all his houſe.” And thus it appears that 
God never left himſelf without witneſs, not 
only from the viſible things of the creation, 
but likewiſe from the inward witneſs, a ſpi- 


ritual ſeed of light, ſown in the ſoul of every 


ſon of man, Jew, Turk or Pagan, as well 
as Chriſtian ; whoſe kindly ſuſcitations who- 
ever follows, will gradually perceive increa- 
ſing gleams ſtill leading further on to nearer 
and far brighter advances, till at length a full 
and perfect day burſts forth upon his ra- 
viſh'd eyes. Therefore the idolatrous hea- 


then is without excuſe ; becauſe, when he 


_ - might have arriv'd at a knowledge of God, 
he rejected and ſtifled that ſmall ray of light 


that would have gradually led to him: and 


ſo his. fooliſh heart is deſervedly darken'd ; 
and God has juſtly left him to his own vain, 
imagination, all fruitful as it is of the grof- 
ſeſt abſurdities and the moſt ſhameful vices. 
+ | „ On 
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On the other hand, behold this induſtriouſ- 
ly inquiſitive Gentile ſtruggling through that 
foggy cloud of education and prejudice, which 

mult have been a heavy weight and damp 
upon him in his ſearches after truth. God 
however was pleas'd to forward his endeav- 
ours, and was found of him, not only in re- 
gard to his exiſtence, but in a diſplay of his 
aweful and amazing attributes. In contem- 
plation of theſe, Cornelius could not but be 
ſtruck with the profoundeſt reverence and 
with the moſt piercing ſelf-abaſement. He 
could not ſurvey the outſkirts of his glory 
and power; he could not conſider his juſtice 
and his holineſs, without a firm and ſettled 
conviction, that he was of purer eyes than to 
. behold iniquity; and that he can have no 
fellowſhip with the depravity and corruption 
of man. Whenever on the contrary he caſt 


down his eyes on himfelf, he ſaw ſo much 


pollution there, and was conſcious of ſo many 
and fo great imperfeCtions, even in the beſt 


| of his works, that he greatly feared God 


(whoſe juſtice ſhould he condemn him, he 
could not but approve of) he feared God with 
all his houſe: yet not looſing his hold of 
God's goodneſs, and truſting, that, as he was 
deſirous to do his will, God would yet inſtruct 
him in ſome method of reconcilement ; he 
continued to do ſuch things as he conceiv'd 
would be moſt pleaſing to him: he gave 
much alms to the people, and pray'd to God 

always. e . 
5 How 
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How many are there among us, my bre- 


thren, who not having near the amiable and 
virtuous diſpoſitions of this Gentile, imagine 
all is pretty well within; and fit down with 
an infatuated ſupineneſs and careleſs indiffe- 
rence, as if they had already reach'd the ſhore 
| whilſt they are all afloat in a leaky veſſel, on 
the billows of deſtruction ! and yet will any 


one preſume to ſay, that had Cirnelius died 
in the preſent State of his ſoul, before Peter 


came to him, he had died in a ſtate of ſalva- 
tion? if he had, Chriſt died in vain; and 


our preaching, is vain : There was no ab- 


ſolute neceſſity for Chriſt's death; for here 
was an inſtance of one who would have been 
ſav'd without receiving the benefit of the a- 


toning Blood by faith. And if one could ob- 
_ tain ſalvation by other means than by Jeſus 
Chriſt, why not many thouſands more? on 
this ſuppoſition, God the Father was laviſh 


of the Blood of his only begotten Son, with- 


out a ſuitable occaſion: for here appears a 


poſſibility for man to work out his ſalvation 
by an own power, by an own intrinſic holi- 


nets. An hypothelis ſo diametrically oppo- 
ſite to the whole tenor of the word of God, 

that it would infallibly lead us to throw 

away our bibles and form a new religion of 


our own. But indeed Cornelius himſelf was 
lo far from being ſatisfied with his preſent - 


condition, that it is evident from the meſ- 
ſage deliver'd by the angel, he had been 
earneſily praying to Gd for further light 
0 | 2 5 ad 
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and direction, what he ought to do in order 
to ſalvation. Thy prayers and thy alms 
“ (ſays the angel) are come up for a memo- 
& rial before God.” And, in anſwer to thoſe 
prayers, ſend men now to Foppa (continues 
he) and call for one Simon a tanner, whoſe. 

| houſe is by the ſea-ſide. He ſhall give you 
ſatistaction in what you deſire to be inſtruct- 

ed in. He ſhall tell thee what thou 
© ought'ſt to do. Or (as St. Peter rehearſes 
„ the matter in the next chapter) he ſhall 
tell thee words whereby thou and all thy 
„ houſe ſhall be /av'd. And what can be a 
ſtronger conviction than this, that neither 
Cornelius nor his family were as yet in a ſtate. 


. of ſalvation ? 


What ſhall we ſay then to the righteouſ. 
neſs of this man before his converſion to 
Chriſtianity ? was it the true, pure evange- 
lical righteouſneſs ? certainly no. The moſt 
that can be ſaid of it, is, that it was a legal 
or moral righteouſneſs. Such as it was then, 
was it ſufficient unto eternal life? the con- 
trary of this has been fully and clearly prov' d. 
And yet we find that it was accepted ot God: 
How then was it accepted? this brings me 
to the ſecond general head propos d, namely 
to enquire into the nature of this acceptance. 
228. The acceptance here intended was not 
; abſolutely final and deciſive. So long as we 


continue in the fleſh, we are doubtleſs in a 


122 ſtate. And even after Cor ne- 
lius had been endued with the Holy Ghoſt, 
| | had | 
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had he  wilfally done deſpite to the ſpirit of 
grace, he might have fallen as deep into 
perdition as ever Judas did. The true ſtate 
of his caſe was this. God fo far approv'd of 
the advances he had made towards him un- 
der the ſlender light afforded him; of his 
carneſt deſire of a ſtill nearer and more inti- 
mate acquaintance with him; and of the im- | 
provements he had made of the {mall talent 1 
he had committed to him; that he was 1 
about to entruſt him with greater and 
better treaſures: He was about to accept 
him into Goſpel-covenant with himſelf. He 
accepted him as a proper object to have Chriſt 
preach'd and offer'd to him for the remiſſion 
of all his paſt ſins: to have his eyes open'd to 
receive the day-ſpring from on high; which 
hath viſited us, to give light to them which 
ſtt in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. 

That this is the import and extent of this 
acceptance is very plain from a conſiderati- 
on of the .apoſtle's conduct. He had been 
for a long time under x ſtrong perſuaſion, 
that the Jews were the only covenant- people 
of God; it not having been hitherto reveal'd 
to him, that they that are of the faith of Abra- 
ham, are the children of Abraham, and not 
merely thoſe who were his children accord- 
ing to the fleſh, 

And thus, referring to his former preju- 

; dices, when he came into Cornelius's houſe, 
a ye know, n he) how chat! it is an unlawful 
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« thing for a man that is a Few, to keep 
* company. or come unto one .of another 
„ nation: but God hath ſhewed me, that I 


« ſhould not call any man common or un- 


„ Clean,” and then hearing Corn lius's rela- 
tion of his viſion, and comparing it with his 


own, he open'd his mouth and ſaid, Of a 


70 


truth I perceive that God is no reſpecter 


* of perſons; but in every nation he that 


feareth him and worketh righteouſneſs, 
*:1s accepted with him.” In conſequence 


therefore of Cornelius's being thus accepted, 


he preach'd Chriſt's crucifixion and death, 
as an all-ſufficient atonement for our ſins ; 
he -preach'd the ſame Chriſt's reſurrection 


from the dead for onr juſtification. Pointing 


him thus out to Cornelius as the Son of God 


with power, To him give all the prophets 
e witneſs, that thro' his name, whoſoever 
4 helieveth on him ſhall receive remiſ- 


% fion of his Sins.“ And now. theſe words. 
of ſalvation being brought near to him, and 


to thoſe of his family and friends, whom he 
had gathered together on this occaſion, their 
- fervent hearts were open'd effectually to re- 


ceive them; and immediately they were fil - 
led with the Holy Ghoſt. Neither were they 

only poſſeſs d of the ſanctifying graces of the 
Spirit, but likewiſe of it's extraordinary or 


miraculous gifts. For they ſpake with 


tongues, as well as magnified God. 


nd here let us leave theſe happy perſons 


endued with a true and perfect righteoul- 


nels 
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_ neſs, the ghee of faith working by 

_ eve, (not of the drudgery of works ſpring- 
ing from ſervile fear ;) and let us proceed in 

the third and laſt place to make ſome practi- 

cal obſervations, with which I ſhall conclude. 

2. And firſt we cannot but admire and 

| adore God's univerſal tenderneſs and pity for 

every people and nation under Heaven ; in 


0 
r 
1 


ſinner ; but accepteth every one into goſpel- 
: _ covenant with him, who feareth him and 
1 worketh righteouſneſs, according to the light 
imparted to him. 
+» Secondly, it will become us to take notice, 


that he willeth not the death of any ſingle 5 | 


that no. righteouſneſs ſhort of that which is 


by Jeſus Chriſt can qualify us for a ſeat 
among the bleſt above in the preſence of 
him, in whoſe holy ſight the ſtars of Heaven 
are not pure, and who chargeth even his an- 
gels witlt folly. Thus, the baptiſt being 
deeply ſenſible how greatly defective his 
own righteouſneſs was, ſaid to our bleſſed 

Lord, I have need to be baptized of thee ; 

"0 and comeſt thou to me?“ 

Thirdly, we may obſerve, and cannot but 
' approve of God's juſtice in the condemnati- 
on of heathen unbelievers. ** For that which 
may be known of God (ſays the apoſtle) 
» © 1s manifeſt in them; for God hath ſhewed 
it unto them.” And tho the light by 
which he hath fhewes i it unto them, be as yet 
but as a light ſhining in darkneſs ; yet if they 

| ſalfer themſelves to be led and guided by 
„ it; 
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it; if they do not willfully quench it, it will 
| 10 n in clearer and ſtill brighter gleams upon 
eir ſouls; and God will accept them into 
: oben {as he did the Gentile Cornelius, 
who had labour'd under the ſame difficulties 
and darkneſs as themſelves) and will reveal 
to them, as he did to him, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; thro' whom alone they can receive 
remiſſion of their fins. Therefore (ſays the 
apoſtle) they are without excuſe. _ 

And if God's juſtice ſtands approv d in 
the condemnation even of thoſe who did not 
feel after him, and find him by the ſlender and 


attenuated light afforded them ; what will 


become of us, my brethren, or how ſhall we 
eſcape if we neglect ſuch great ſalvation ? 
how ſhall we eſcape, who live under the 
brightneſs of the goſpel blaze, under a free 
and ſecure enjoyment of it by human as well 
as divine eſtabliſhment ; and under the pu- 
reſt and moſt ſpiritual profeſſion of 1 it in the 


F church of England? 


O let this conſideration have its > 9 in- 
fluence upon your ſouls to awaken and alarm. 


And be it remember'd that, under the cir- 
cumſtances of your birth and education, _— 


whatever ignorance you may plead, is wilful 
and obſtinate. And tho' God formerly | 
wink'd at the times of heathen ignorance, he 
now commandeth all men every where to 
repent. Repent ye therefore and be con- 
verted, that your ſins may be blotted out, 
when he times of refreſhing ſhall come 
from 
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from the preſence of the Lord. For behold, 
he is at hand, and his reward is with him. 


He will be found of all ſuch as diligently 


ſeek him. He will cauſe the light of his 


countenance to ſhine upon them, and will 


tell them words whereby they ſhall be ſaved. 


Whither ſhall we go then, but to thee our 


Saviour and our God, ſeeing thou haſt the 

words of everlaſting life, and art able and 
willing to fave to the uttermoſt all that come 

to thee ? Draw us, and we will follow thee, 


O Shepherd of rae]. Conſtrain us to come 
in, that thy houſe may be filled. 
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Man not to be feared, but God. 
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4 fay unto you, my friends, be not afraid of them 


that kill the body, and after that have no 

more that they can do, But I will forewarn | 
you, whom ye ſhall. fear: fear him which 

afier he hath killed, hath power to caſt into 
Hell! yea, I ſay unto you, fear bim. 


O WA R DICE is the meaneſt of all 
vices: it has the curſe of God upon it, 


and (when clearly ſeen) the ſcorn of men. 


I fay, when clearly ſeen; for tho* we are 
ſlaves to fin, we {till would fain perſuade 


ourſelves and others we do not bear about 


this loathſome badge of ſlavery, fo abhorrd 
in our own imaginations, and ſo deteſtable 


in theeyes of our beholders. 


It will however be ſeen in the proſecution 
of this diſcourſe, how much this paultry naſty 


quality prevails in the compolition of the 
moſt bluſtering amongſt us. t | 


But firſt, let us take a view at; the ſcrip- 


ture l have read to you, by way of illuſtration. 


They 
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They are the words of our bleſſed Lord to 


his diſciples, by which he meant to inſtil in- 
to them the principles of true Chriſtian forti- 
tude, in order to enable them to endure man- 
fully thoſe conflicts, trials, perſecutions and 
cruelties, which after his reſurrection they 
were to encounter in the world,  - 

It is obſervable that whenever our Saviour 
foretells to his diſciples the calamities'and ſuf- 


ferings that were to befal them for his ſake, 
he at the ſame time cheers them with words 


of comfort, that their ſpirits might not faint 


under the apprehenſion of them. Thus in 
the 16th chapter of St. John, when he tells 


them, © In the world ye ſhall have tribula- 


© tion;” he prepares them for it, by firſt | 

aſſuring them, In me ye ſhall have peace ;” 
and again cloſes the ſentence, ſaying, © Be 
Jof good cheer, 1 have overcome the | 


« world.” 


Thus in che paſſage Webers us, he conde- 
ſcends to call them his friends, an appellati- 


on ſo endearing, ſo refreſhing, © inſpiriting, 


that powers and principalities fink to nothing 
at the ſound of it; all the terrors of devils or 


wicked men are not able to ſtand againſt it. 
O my brethren, could we once be fully 


aſſur'd, that the title of Chriſt's friends be- 


long'd to us, what patience, what conſtancy, 


w hat noble reſolutions would it fire us with! 
let us not deſpair, for even this high exalted 


honour is yet within our reach. Do but 


obey his wil, and you have obtain'd it al- 
» | ready 
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ready. Le are my friends, ſays he, (Jobn 
„ 7, 14. ) if ye do whatſoever I command 


« you.“ Without this neceſſary ſtep, with- 
out being reconciled to Chriſt, without be- 
ing made his friends, and receiving the grace 
of his Holy Spirit on repentance and full 
purpoſe of amendment, we ſhall ſtill be ſubject 


to baſe cowardly fears, ſtill agitated, droop- 


ing and deſponding. under worldly CATES and 


anxieties. | 
It is to his Gian therefore that this ex- 


hortation is addreſs d; © I fay unto you, my 


<« friends, be not afraid of them that kill 
the body, and after that have no more 
% that they can do. But I will forewarn 
vou, whom ye ſhall fear : fear him, which 
« after he hath killed, hath power to caſt 
into hell: yea I ſay unto you, fear him.” 

The text contains a negative and a poſi- 
tive precept; and ſo is naturally divided in. 


to two parts: I ſhall make theſe therefore 
the chief heads of my diſcourſe. 


The negative precept runs thus. Be not 


afraid of them that kill the body, and after 


that have no more that they can do. 
The word fear is an equivocal term; it 


hath a good and a bad ſenſe annexed to it, 
and this both according to it's motives and 


it's object. Not to inſiſt further on this, 


(which is eaſily conceiv'd by every body, and 


is ſufhciently plain from the words of the 
text) the fear here ſpoken of is evidently a 
baſe and ſervile fear. It implies that temper 


0 


S 


po 


of mind which is more affected by it's at- 


tachments to ſelf and worldly conſiderations, 
than by any truſt in God or zeal for his re- 
ligion and his glory. It was this daſtardly 
principle which, under the weakneſs of the 
fleſh, before the Holy Ghoſt was fo largely 


ur'd forth upon them, in many inſtances 
poſſeſs'd and ſhook the minds even of the 


apoſtles themſelves. Thus were they fill'dd 
| with horror in the ſtorm at ſea, till our Lord 
rebuk'd the wind and bade the ſea be ſtill : 
| Thus Peter when walking on the waves was 
well nigh ſinking in his fears: thus he deni- 
ed his Lord and Maſter : and thus he and 
all his brethren forſook him and fled. But 
after that the bleſſed Spirit of God was ſhed 


abundantly on them, and on every indivi- 


dual believer in that and in all ſucceeding 


ages, a hardier proof of fortitude is requir'd 


in proportion to the Divine ſtrength, power 


and comfort afforded us: for now to 
plead the poor pitiful excuſes of human 
weakneſs, is to deny the power of ſpiritual 
regeneration. Know therefore that if Chriſt 
be in you of a truth, you will not dare to 


fear what man can do unto you; but (as St. 
Paul tells us in the eighth chapter of his 
epiſtle to the Romans,) He that hath not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his: 


Such a one is no ſoldier of Chriſt: he will 


be ſure not to engage in the Chriſtian war- 
fare: he . will conceal his candle under a 
buſhel; he will not let his light ſhine forth 


before 
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98 Man not tobe feared, but Goa, 
before men. Light did I lay? alas ! his 
_ foul is full of darkness 5 

In regard to human affairs and our mutual 
concerns, mark only what mean complian- 
ces, what ſordid flatteries, what baſe contra- 
dictions, what ſhocking crimes this fear of 
the world engages us in! how oft do men 
ſneakingly forſake their dear friends, inſtead 
of gloriouſly ſupporting them againſt a pow- - 
erful adverſary, (even when their cauſe is 
quſt,) for reaſons naſtily prudential, for fear 
of giving umbrage to a ſuperior party or in- 
tereſt"! what mighty principle is it (think 
you) inſpires the breaſt of him we falſly call 
a man of honour ? I ſpeak of him who upon 
every flight affront will violate the laws of 
God, of nature, and of man ? who ſavagely 
ſecks the life of his fellow creature; and in 
in order to attain his bloody purpoſe, ſeruples 
not to riſque his own. Fain would he 
perſuade us, that he is influenc'd by true 
ſolid valour, and refin'd and delicate fenti- 
ments of virtue. But away with this deluſive 
maſque z notwithſtanding all his pretences, 
he is nothing at the bottom but a rank co . . 
ard. Coward to man and brave to his 
God. He is afraid of the reproach of men; 
and *tis this ſervile fear that urges him to do 
a thing which his ſoul abhors, againſt the 
clear convictions of his conſcience. 

Now if the fear of man produces theſe 
hateful and pernicious conſquences in the or- 
dinary occurrences of human life, what total 

| | ruin 
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ruin would it introduce, ſhould it once be 


ſaffer'd to exiſt in the Chriftian profeſſion ? 
| how ill would the fear of man corport with 
that religion which was come not to fend 
peace but a fword; which was come to 
paſſions and 'worldly 
prejudices, and tear up by the roots thoſe af- 
fections which were planted: (as it were) in 


wage war with men's 


the very ground of our corrupt nature. 


Well therefore hath our Saviour given 
this caution to his diſciples, and through * 
them to the miniſters of his goſpel in the firſt 
place; and to all Chriſtians in general to the 
end of time, not to fear them that kill the bo- 
dy, and then have no more that they can do. 


There is nothing (in regard to the goods 


of this world) ſo valuable and eftimable as 
life. If therefore we are charg'd not to 
feruple parting with life itſelf for Chriſt's 
fake and the goſpel's, much more inexcu- 
_ fable ſhall we be, if we ſhrink at the appre- 
henſion of any leſs grievous perſecution, or 
dare not encounter the ſcoffs, taunts and re- 
vilings of wicked men, however dignified 


in office, or inſolent in wealth. 
And yet tho' we cannot but be convinc d 


of the truth of all this in theory, what er- 
rant cowards are the generality of us in the 
practice! How often do we hear the holy 
name of God ſhockingly profan'd and in- 


ſalted, without the leaſt glow of reſentment, 
without venting a ſingle word of rebuke. 


Should our father according to the fleſh be 
S 2 _ nn. 
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_ lightly treated or affronted, we ſhould ſhew - 


ſome ſpark of fire on the occaſion, the ef- 
fect of filial duty and affection: and ſhall 
we have leſs veneration and zeal for the ho- 


nour of our Heavenly Father; in whom we 


live and move and have our being? how 


Juſtly applicable in this caſe are the words of 


our blefled Lord, He that loveth father or 
&< mother more than Me, is not worthy 
© f Me.“ 

But further, not only do we. endure the 
irreligion of others, but are either afraid or 
aſham'd to make a zealous profeſſion of reli- 

ion ourſelves. The imputation of ſingula- 
rity is ſo dreadful a chimera to the appre- 
henſions of many men, that they care not 


even to be thought ſingularly good. It is 


perhaps to this principally is owing, that ſo 
ede of the true ſpirit of devotion is to be 
diſcern'd in our air and countenance at the 
publick worſhip-; but on the contrary an af- 


| fected unconcern and indolence of behavi- 


our, together with many trifling and unbe- 
coming indecencies, unſuitable to the digni- 
ty of this place, even to make particular 
mention of. It is upon this account that the 
character of being a pious man, is as much 
avoided as that of a mad man, and that 
they may not give the leaſt occaſion for a 


| ſuſpicion of that nature, men will ſhun the 


company of devout Godly perſons, even tho 
they cannot but entertain a reſpect and ho- 


nour for them 1 in their hearts: nay, what is 


worle 
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worſe than this, they will join in profane 


converſation : they will repeat lewd jeſts: 
they will laugh at Chriſtian piety, and ſpeak 
lightly of the holy ſcriptures, that the world 
may {till believe them to be the ſame gay 


' gallant agreeable creatures it ever thought 
them. 8 us 


And do men really believe that there is a 


God that judgeth the earth? let not his for- 


bearance of thy crimes, thy baſeneſs and thy 


treachery, (O man, whoſoever thou art) in- 
duce thee to deſpiſe his power; for know, 
The goodneſs of God yet . leadeth thee to repen- 

_ tance, 5 5 | | e 


If yet the voice of reaſon is not abſolutely 


and irrecoverably pre-engag'd on the party 
of your pallions, let us argue the matter 
fairly, and conſider firft, the unreaſonable- 


neſs, ſecondly, the baſeneſs and ingratitude of 
this mean unworthy principle. „ 
Now can any thing be ſo unreaſonable as 


to fear a leſs evil more than a greater? can 


any thing be fo egregioufly ſtupid and ab- 
ſurd, as to fear man, who at the worſt can 
only kill the body, and at the ſame time 


put at defiance him who can caſt both body 
and ſoul into hell? but then, how much 


more vain and empty will the fear of men 
appear, when we conſider that they are not 


able to do us the leaſt prejudice without per- 
mifſion of the Almighty ? when we conſider 


that there is a Divine Providence, which ru- 


lech over all; which hath ſet due bounds to 
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every thing and every perſon that they can- 
not paſs; who can in a moment either ſtill 


the tempeſt, or divert it from us, and with 
hie favourable kindneſs candefend us as with 


a ſhield? when we reflect that devils and 


wicked men are but inſtruments in God's 
hand, either for the trials and exerciſe of our 
patience. our love and reſignation ; or to be 
the means of his fatherly viſitation and cor- 
rection for the coldneſs and tepidity of our _ 
ſpirit; to afford us crofles for the Caine 
of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may live and 
grow in us ? or if perhaps they ſhould be 
Permitted to affect our lives, for our firm 
faith and inviolable perſeverance our bleſſed 
_ maſter propoſes by this means to open to us 
a far more glorious entrance into eternal 
life, than any we could have and * d 
to ourſelves. 

But further, if the fear of man is prov'd 
to be ſo void of reaſon even where our lives 
are at ſtake ; how much more irrational, nay 
how vile and unworthy of us mult it be, in 
leſs weighty circumſtances, when no, ſuch 
danger is to be apprehended! yet this, alas, 
is juſt our caſe at preſent. -Bleited be God, 
neither our lives, nor even our fortunes are 
threaten'd: but on the contrary, the pro- 
feſſion of our holy religion in it's utmoſt pu- 
Tity is countenanc'd by the laws of the land; 
ſupported under the happieſt and moſt flou- 
Tiſhing government; and all neceſſary points 
a doctrine to be believ'd, and 5 = 

| ate 
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| Rated and ſet forth to us by publick authori- 
ty. Then in God's name, what is the rea- 

ſon that we ſo ſeldom hear the mean eſſential 
articles of our church, (even thoſe which 
treat of the very means of ſalvation) preſs'd 
and inſiſted on from our pulpits? why do 
we hear nothing of the diſmal effects of ori- 
ginal fin ? of the neceſlity of divine grace? 


of juſtification by faith, and the vanity of 


works done before the grace of Chriſt and 


the inſpiration of his Spirit? why are we to 


be peſter'd with Doctor Clark's ſermons and 
Doctor Clark's impious hereſy? why is all 
this, but out of a mean compliance to the hor- 
tic impiety of the times? why is all this, but 


from fear of engaging and combating the 
paſſions, prejudices and falſe opinions of man- 


kind? and can any thing be ſo entirely void 
of reaſon, as this vile, abandon'd cowardice, 


when our government, our laws, and the 


rules and articles of our church are on our 
ſide ? 


For it cannot be, that any miniſters of our 
church do really in their hearts diſſent from 
our articles of religion. No ſurely. That 


uould be ſo infamoully diſhoneſt, ſo ſhocking- 
ly villainous, to ſign articles againſt their 
conſciences, that we ought not to ſuppoſe 
any one cou/d be guilty of it. 


But ſecondly, let us conſider the ingrati- 
tude of this ſervile fear. 


There is nothing more diſhonourable or 


More odious among men, than an unkind 
and 


E 4 
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and injurious return from thoſe, on whom we 


have conferr'd great benefits and advan- 
tages. To be deſerted, ſlighted and deſpis'd 


by theſe on any ſudden and unhappy change 
of fortune, affords a ſorrow, that hardly 


knows to be comforted; an inward vital 
grief that drinks our very blood. If there- 
fore this deſertion of our friends is ſo inhu- 
mane and abhorr*d (who can only be bound 


to us, comparatively ſpeaking, by trivial 


petty obligations ;) what ſhall we think of 


that man, that can forſake and betray to the 


ribaldry and licentiouſneſs of an abandon'd 
age the God that made him, protected and 
redeem'd him; who laſtly, to crown all 


other gifts with the greateſt and beſt of all, 
gives his very ſelf to him ? hear it not, O 


Heaven! bluſh, bluſh, thou earth, groaning 


under impiety, and almoſt ripe for deſtructi- 
on. *Tis thus that man repays his Saviour 


and his God. Go, thou ſlave, that trembleſt in 
thy fears, and dar'ſt nat for thy life, no, not 
for thy ſoul dar'ſt not boldly ſtand and ſtem 
the tide of vice and irreligion : thou that art ſo 
horribly afraid of the contempt cf the con- 


temptible; go follow the bleffed Jeſus to 


the high prieſt's pal. ce; mark, how he is 


ſpitted on, buffetted, ſmitten and inſulted. 
From thence attend him to the judgment 


hall. Behold him array*d in a mock robe 
ef honour; a reed in his hand, and a crown of 


thorns upon his head. With what a malici- 


odus pleaſure do the ſoldiersderide him with, a 


. 


View him on the painful croſs; liſten to the 
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„ Hail, King of the Fews.”* Forſaken as 
be was by his friends, ſurrounded by his ene- 

mies, a painful and ignominious death in his 
view, did he once offer to deny his miſſion 

and character? could he not have brought 
down legions of angels, and eaſily have re- 
mov'd the bitter cup from him ? but he vo- 
luntarily choſe to drink it to the very dregs 
thereof. He drank it for thee, even for 
thee, ungrateful daſtard as thou art; for 
thee, who canſt not bear the ſcorn of fools 


for the ſake of Chriſt who died to ſave thee. 


inſults of his enemies. Hark! in the agony 
he groans. Behold, he expires. Tremen- 

dous myſtery, replete with awful mercy ! if 
the powers of Heaven and earth were tha- 
ken at this event, can the heart of man re- 
main unmov'd? go now, if you have the 
heart to do 1t, go, aid the hand that pierc'd 
your Saviour's ſide. Go, be aſham'd of him; 
and deny him before men. Go, and take 
pains to avoid being thought a zealous aſſer- 
ter of inward and vital Chriſtianity, and a 
friend and protector of all true and ſincere 


followers of the bleſſed Lamb. Go, but re- 


member, and expect the reward of your 
treachery hereafter. Expect that he in re- 
turn will be aſham'd of you, when he com- 
eth in the glory of his Father, with the holy 
angels. EE 5 
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O men, O brethren, O Chriſtians, (if ye 


the name belongs to you) aſſert yourſelves 
and vindicate the cauſe of God. 


By the precious blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
by the ſufferings and death of his apoſ- 
tles and martyrs; by the immortal ſpirits 
of thoſe juſt men made perfect, who. in 
our own realms, not many ages paſt, yield- 
ed up their lives at the ſtake in teſtimo- 
ny of the truth; laſtly, by the ineſtima- 
ble value of your own ſouls, let me intreat, 
let me perſuade, let me animate, the ſpark 
of heaven within your breaſts, to burſt 
the bands of fear, and boldly and open- 
ly contend for the glorious liberty of the 
ſons of God. The time calls on us to a- 
wake, to rouze and ſtir our ſelves. That 
pure reform'd religion, which our fore- 
fathers deliver*d down to us at the expence 
of their own blood, is ſtruck at by un 
worthy men: the life, the ſpirituality of 
it, is undermin'd by a dull, ſluggiſh for- 
- mality ; nay worle, wy hereſy and A- 
riauiſm. 5 

Merciful God! Linne are we going? 
let us not deſpiſe Chriſt: let us not deſ- 
piſe one of his little ones: let us not pay 
ſuch a ſervile complaiſance to vile pal- 
try worldlings ; it is unworthy. of our A 
feſſion: It is dangerous to our ſouls: 


muſt in the end be our perdition. . But = 


us earneſtly contend for the faith which ; 
was 
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L 2 Was once deliver*d unto the ſaints, and keep 
55 our ſelves in the love of God, looking 

for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
5 unto eternal life. 
„ IIe now i the ſecond general head 
propos 'd, but I ſhall defer this to another 
8 ä opportunity, 
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SERMON VII. 


wh May not to be feared, but God. 


Luke xi. 5. 
1 wi! 1 you akon you ſhall har fear 


bim, which after he hath killed, hath power 


to caſt into hell, Jen, 1 ſay unto 1 8 Rr 
him. | 


* H E fear of God i is here put in oppo- 


ſition to that mean unworthy principle, 


the fear of mad (againſt which I endea- 


vour'd to caution you when | had laſt the ho- 
nour to addreſs you from this place) and it is. 
*prefs'd and enforc'd by our bleſſed Lord with 


- a. peculiar earneftneſs by the repetition in 
the cloſe of the verſe, * Yea I ſay unto you, 


fear him.” And the reaſon of this a- 
wakening alarm, is ſurely evident to every 
one from the greatneſs of the danger hang: 
ing over our heads. 

Had there been no particular revelation 
made of the immortality of the ſoul, and a. 
future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, 


poet all we ſee without us, and all we feel 
„within us, do ſirongly and powerfully dic- 
. tate thele great and g'orious 8 The 


- undue 


FLY 


* Man os 70 be feared, but God. 10G 


undue recompence of virtue here, and the 


thriving opulence of many of the wicked, 
call aloud for a day in another world when 
all theſe matters ſhall be ſet right, when 
every one ſhall receive according to the 
deeds done in the fleſh. For if it were not 
ſo, God could not be wiſe, holy, juſt and. 
good ; at leaſt he could not regard and take 


care of this world, Which he had made in 


ſuch amazing beauty, order and proportion. 


But if other teſtimonies were wanting, the - 
cConſcious ſomething within our hearts—nay,, 


tis the divinity that moves within us, that 
whiſpers to our foul, that ſhe ſhall live here- 
after, and all-her W hall not wither-1 in 
the grave. 

Now if all things both in Heaven and 

Earth conſpire to teach us ¶ dignity of our 
nature, and the eternity of our exiſtence, our 

very reaſon will ſuggeſt to us, that we can 


be brought into this world of woe and wretch-' ... - =! 
edneſs, only that our wills may have free 


ſcope here, to fix our own doom by our de- 


liberate choice; either to render that eterni- 
ty completely happy by the means afforded 


us, or completely m#i/erable by our obſtinate 


diſobedience: and theſe appre henſions, theſe 


arguments of natural reaſon, ſo obvious to 
afl men, are amply confirm'd to us in the 


written word of God, by revelations: atteſted: 
min the moſt fatisfa@tory manner, and happily 
. deliver'd down. to us in the utmoſt purity. 
| What then « can be worthy of our attention, 


what | 


I I fay unto | 
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What of our hopes, what of our fears, but 
".thok things which will determine our condi- 


tion in the world to come? all elle are lying 
vanities, children's play-things, the fopperies 
of fools: and even the loweſt bidder is ſure 


to give above their value. 

If eternal happineſs and eternal miſery are 
plac'd before us, our fears may well be doub- 
led on the view ; for we are at once in dan- 
ger of loſing the one, and at the ſame time 
of being woeful partakers of the other, 
Whenever theſe are preſs'd by conſcience 


upon our reflections (and ſometimes they 
will affect us in ſpite of all our trifling cares 


and empty amuſements) we then feel the 
weight of our Saviour's admonition, © yea, 
nto you, fear him. 


d a fear of God which doth 


There i is 1 


vot convey any dreadful ſenſation, but hath 


it's birth in the ardor of true devotion. And 


; - this is not the fear which hath torment, but 


is that fear which is made perfect by love. 
- But this is peculiarly the property of thoſe 
- who: have made a progreſs in the divine life. 
It is that delicate diſpoſition of mind, which 


makes us fear, leſt in any thing we ſhould of- 


fend God, becauſe we love him; as the lover 
trembles at every word that has eſcaped him 
before the object of his paſſion, leſt it ſnould 
not be receiv'd with full approbation. 

But the fear excited by our Lord in the 
text hath a different ſource, and conſequent- 


* a very different operation on the . 
˖ 
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It is that fear, that dread, that horror of con- 
/ ſcience, which ſeizeth and almoſt over- 


whelmeth a ſinner under ſtrong convictions, 


when he firſt ſees the danger of his ſtate, 
and feels and knows himſelf to be at enmit 
with God, and conſequently a child of wrath, 
The fear we are ſpeaking of is attended in- 
deed with very painful and horrible ſenſati- 
dons, and regards chiefly the more tremen- 

dous attributes of the deity, ſuch as his juſtice | + 
and power. This is call'd by the ſchool- 


men the initial fear of God, and is emphati- 
cally ſtil'd by the divine P/almift the begin- 


ning of wiſdom, This inward ſhock and 


perturbation muſt paſs upon the ſoul of every 


returning ſinner more or leſs, before he can 
poſſibly be rendered a proper object of divine 


grace and mercy. We muſt go over the 
brook Kedron and partake of our Lord's ago- 


ny in the garden, before we can expect to 


ſay with him, © It is finiſh'd.” And this 
not from any pleaſure God takes in the ſuf- 


| ferings of his creatures, but becauſe this is 
the only way poſſible, in the nature of things, 
for the grace of God to have it's full operati- 


on and effect, in the thorough change which 
is to be brought about in the inward ground 


of our hearts. 


Since therefore every ſoul of man that 
hath done evil, muſt drink of the dregs of 
the cup of trembling, and wring them out, 
before he can taſte of the well of life, give 


me leave to adminiſter ſuch motives to this 


fear 
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fear of God, as may ſenſibly awaken and 


alarm. And we ſhall find ample occaſion 
for this inward dread and horror, whether 


we turn our minds upwards to the God and 


Father of us all; or ſecondly, downwards 
to that ſink and ſtew of wickedneſs, the hu- 
man heart. 


And firſt let us caſt our minds 3 to 
the great God and Father of us all. Now 
every one of the divine attributes (even the 
milder and more aimable) cannot but affect 


us, (when deeply weigh'd and conſider'd) 
with a ſtupendous awe and very fore amaze- 
ment. When we reflect on. his goodnels, 


his patience, and long ſuffering, what zeal, 


What hatred, what indignation ought it to 


raiſe in us againſt ourſelves, who ſill conti- 
nue ſo grievouſly to offend him? when we 


- contemplate his holineſs, and conſider that 
the ſtars are not pure in his ſight, and that 
he chargeth his angels with folly, what 
hopes can we entertain; that ſuch polluted - 
worldly wretches, as the generality of us are 
at this day can meet with a gracious accep- 
. . tance at his hands? as ſoon can God have 
fellowſhip with Belial. Even his mercies 


will reflect terror on the foul of him, who 


hath rejected it in the way which God him- | 


ſelf bas propos'd it: who hath never ſought 


to be juſtified by the Holy Spirit which 
Chriſt purchas'd with his own Blood; but 
amuſing himſelf in his conceited imaginati- 
on with other ſchemes of ſalvation, bath. 


ſu 8 N 
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ſuffer d the eternal Son of God to die for 


him in vain. 


But if we carry our reflections ſtil] further, 
and attend to the rigour of his juſtice, and 


the mightineſs of his power; if we find that 


the one muſt and will be ever ready to ex- 


ecute the impartial decrees of the other, 
all our fond feeble props will preſently fail 


us, and our hearts will diſſolve within us 
like melting wax. If divine mercy is infi- 


nite, ſo is divine juſtice too. Divine mercy 
hath already ſhewn itſelf infinite, in giving us 
the infinite and eternal Son of God for our 


ſalvation ; but if we do not receive him into 
the gronnd of our ſouls by repentance and. 


faith, and fo by the bleſſed influence of Chrift 
within us, become holy and acceptable to 


God, divine juſtice remains yet unappeas'd, 


and there is no other ſacrifice to be made for 


us to it; we muſt reap the fruits of our own 
folly and wickedneſs in an eternity of hell 
torments : and nothing can be more juſt 
and worthy of a wiſe and good God than 


this, that as the remedy offer'd us was infi- 


nite and eternal, ſo the puniſhment conſe- 


quent on our obſtinate refuſal of that reme- 
dy, ſhould be likewiſe eternal and infinite. 
Tet us beware therefore that we do not idly 


and ſecurely depend on God's mercy, without 
any regard had to the means that mercy has 
held forth to us. (For that would be to deſ- 
piſe the very attribute, on which we place 
our confidence,) and let us ever call to re- 
j)ͥõõõ c 
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membrance his juſtice and his power, which 
muit coincide with all the reſt of his attri- 
butes, and the whole God be reconcil'd to 
us, or otherwiſe our foundation is ſandy and 

and the ſuperſtructure muſt fall to the 

ground. 

But ſecondly (in order to awaken every 
thought that may apprize us of our dange- | 
Tous ſituation) let us caſt our eyes down- , 
wards into ourſelves, and conſider the pre- 
ſent ſtate of our own ſouls, and then {ee 
what a condition we are in to appear before 
this God we have been deſcribing all g90d, 
all holy, all powerful and all juſt, 

Now before we enter deeply into the en- 
quiry we are about to make, let me entreat 
you to carry theſe fundamentals with you as 
truths never to be ſhaken. In the firſt 

place that God never gave a rule of righte- 

ouſneſs, which he did not expect ſhould be 
obeyed in every particular. Secondly, that 
if man, notwithſtanding his natural weak- 
neſs and corruption, could not by the influ- 
ence and indwelling of the Holy Spirit at- 
| tain to perſe and univerſal obedience to the 
. whole will of God, the Holy Spirit was given 


3 vain; and Chriſt died in vain for the 


purchaſe of that bleſſed gift. 
would not be underſtood here to mean, 
that any man is made perfect the inſtant he 
is juſtified. No; far be it from me to ad- 
vance ſo bold and preſumptuous a doctrine. 


We know; We experience, alas! that the 


Canaanites 


a 7 + * 8 » & 
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are ſo diminiſh'd and ſubdued by our holy 
Joſbua or Jeſus, that if we will but reſolutely 
fight under him (tho' they may gain ſome 
little advantage over us by ſurprize) they 
will never have the ſame power againſt us 


as formerly: and if we do but courageoully 


perſiſt without fainting, we ſhall in the end 
entirely root them out and deſtroy them. 
Thirdly, be it remember'd that every 


text of ſcripture is to be underſtood in the 
plaineſt and moſt. obvious meaning of the 
words (unleſs where ſuch meaning abſolutely 
contradicts the natural evidence of our ſen- 
ſes) and woe be to him that addeth thereto, _ 
or taketh aught therefrom, 1 mention this 
on the account of ſome, who when a plain 


ſentence of ſcripture is (as one would think) 


 irrefiſtibly ſtrong againſt their corrupt af- 
fections, opinions or prejudices ; are deſi- 


rous to perſuade themſelves and others, that 
the words are not to be underſtood in their 


ſtrict ſenſe, and by this deluſion wilfully blind 


themſelves and ſo fall into pexgition. 


And now let me lay before you the writ - 
ten word of God, that you may compare your 


lives and actions therewith, and judge your- 
ſelves in due time, that ye may not be judg- 


ed of the Lord. And O that you may preſs 
it upon your hearts and conſciences in 
1s full tenor and extent, and not indulge 
yourſelves in a fatal ſecurity by eluding the 


force of it, 


And 


3 be feared, but Cod. 115 bo 
Canaanites are ſtill in the land, but then they 
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And methinks I need not go further to 


convince you of your preſent perilous conditi- 
on, than by taking a curſory view of our Sa- 


viour's divine ſermon on the mount. Mark 


only upon whom the bleſſings are entaiPd, 
and then conlider whether they belong to 
you. 


5 Bleſſed | are the poor in ſpirit: for theirs 


4 is the Kingdom of Heaven.“ Now I 


would fain know of the greater part here 
preſent, whether they really think them- 


. ſelves the poor in ſpirit. Whether idle 


mirth and pamper'd feftivity ; whether card- 
playing and dancing, and all manner of 


worldly vanities and delights, can poſſibly be | 


reconcil'd to this poverty of ſpirit. _ 
„ Bleſſed are they that mourn:“ and O 
that ye did mourn after a godly manner! 


believe me, my dear brethren, it is from 
love I ſpeak, I ſhould rejoice at ſuch mourn- 
ing, and I cannot but grieve for your joy. 


© Bleſſed are the meek, for they ſhall 
& inherit the earth.” Hear this, ye ſons 


and daughters of pride, and know that ye 
ſhall inherit hell. 


& Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt 
alter righteouſneſs.” But where are they? | 


alas, indeed, how few ! 


% Bleſſed are the merciful :* but woe to 
the covetous and the ſelfiſh. 

„ Bleſfed are the pure in heart :?* but the | 
beaſtly n even in eee of 


many 
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many in this place do inſult the forbearance 
of the Almighty. 


„ Bleſſed are the peace-makers: * "but 
ſhame on the diſturbers of our peace. 
% Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted 


4 for righteouſneſs ſake:” but what alas! will 


become of the inſolent abuſive and malici- 


ous perſecutor ? 


Our Saviour commands us to © let our 
&« light fo ſhine before men, that they may 
& ſee our good works: but what ſays cow- 
ard man ? I will conceal my candle under 


a a buſhel, left I ſhould ſeem particular in this 


world of wilful darkneſs, and ſo be liable to 
fcorn and reproach. O excellent follower 


of the croſs of Chriſt !. 
We are told by our bleſſed Lord; that 


« whoſoever ſhall break one of the leaſt of 
* the commandments ſhall be called leaſt 


in the Kingdom of Heaven,“ that is he 


ſhall never go there. 
Now when I lay open to your view the 


full import of the ten commandments, I 


doubt there are too many among you that 
will be found not to have kept one of them. 


| And ſhall theſe enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven ? for example. 
We know that God can only ' properly be 


ſerv'd and worſhipp'd with the whole heart, 
and the entire affections thereof; and things 


fore whatever a man places his affections _ 
on, that is his God. He then that has fix d 
his actions, (either in whole or in part) on 
| worldly 
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worldly goods, profit, pleaſure or prefer. 


ment, hath ſinned againſt the two firſt com- 


mandments. He hath choſen another god. 


Hie hath made himſelf an idol. And 'tis on 


this account, that St. Paul to the e ans 


calls Covetouſneſs idolatry. 


Whoever mentions the name of God 


without an inward and feeling devotion, has 


broke the third command ment. 

Thou ſay'ſt I keep the ſabbath :- but look' 
to the inward diſpoſition of thy heart: doſt 
thou therein internally celebrate the true ſab- 


bath? doit thou reſt from evil thoughts and 
wicked deſires ? is thy heart entirely de vo- 


ted to God, and ſtill from the noiſe of the 
creatures, that God may operate in thee ? if 
not, thou haſt by no means obſerv d the 


fourth commandment. 


Thou payeſt an external cbedience to thy 
ee But art thou ſubject for wrath or 
for conſcience ſake? acteſt thou from a prin- 
eiple of love, or only out of fear? if by this 
only thou art conſtrain'd to an external com- 
pliance, know that thy obedience is merely i 
hypocritical, and the fifth commandment is 


left yet unperform'd. 


Thou defileſt not thy 1 wich blood 
and ſlaughter, and thinkeſt thou art free 
from the crime of murder. But art thou 
ſure thou entertaineſt no hatred, malice or 
ill-will againſt any one in thy heart? If thou 


doſt, our Lord himſelf hath ee 'd thee 
a murderer. | 


— 


Thou 
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Thou doſt not yield up thy body to im- 
purities. But is thy heart free from every 


unchaſte idea? for know, that he that look - 5 
eth at a woman to luſt after her, hath al- 
ready committed adultery with her in his 


„ hearr. | 


Thou art reſtrain'd perhaps from ſtealing 


thy juſt and lawful debts to the utmoſt of 


thy power? doſt thou never defraud the 
king or' government of what is due? doſt 
thou never in any way of dealing endea- 
vour to circamvent and deceive thy neigh- _ 
bour ? if thou art guilty in any of theſe par- 
ticulars, thou canft not ſay thou haft kept 
the eighth commandment. TED 

In the ninth commandment are forbid all 


ſlanders, perſonal reflections and abuſes ; all 


little malicious tales; all terms of reproach 
and contempt againſt any one. And how 
few are they that have kept themſelves en- 
tirely free from all theſe things, and have 
not injur'd any one in word or thonght ? _ 


Laſtly, art thou ſure thou haſt never enter- 


tain'd any envy, any inward wiſh or deſire 


towards the goods and properties, or the per- 
ſonal qualities and endowments of thy neigh- 


bour ? if thou haſt, how wilt thou ſtand 
clear of having broke the tenth command- 
ment? | IS 
Now what ſhall we fay ? will any one 
deny that theſs commandments have this 
import and extent? or will any one pre- 
ig „ ſume 
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ſume that Chriſt was not in earneſt in what 
he ſaid concerning the breach of the leaſt of 
them ? 

Need I go further to convince you of your 
inward condemnation? ſhall. I repeat our 
Saviour's injunctions concerning the love of 
our enemies, to thoſe who pride and | boaſt 
themſelves in a well executed revenge? 
Shall II ſpeak of his direction concerning 

prayer, to thoſe who mutter over their devo- 


tions, as if they were aſham'd of what they {| 


are about? 
When ye ſaſt, (ſays our bleſſed Lord) be 
“ not as the hypocrites. But when is this? 


I ſpeak to the greateſt part amongſt you; 
and I ſpeak it to your ſhame, When do 


you faſt? have you no occaſion for ſuch 
mortification? are you more pure, more 


0 holy, more perfect than the apoſtles them- 


ſelves were? beware. Let even him that 


thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he 


fall. 


Now were theſe . theſe laws, theſe 
_ commandments given to be obſerv'd juſt as 


far as men are inclin'd, and no further ? 
What reaſon have you to think ſo? what 


texts of ſeripture can you find that will in- 
dulge you in this latitude? how will you e- 
| vade, (as I know many are very expert at 
evaſion, but) how will you evade what our 
Saviour declares concerning the breach of 
them? you will however ſtill go on, and 


17 ur at laſt to God's merey, tho' you are 


* 
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: provoking him every day. *Tis true, he is 
as mercitul as juſt, and he is as juſt as mer- 
ciful. But where would even the mercy be, 


in God's allowing you to abſtract your wills 
a and affections from him who is the only cen- 


ter of happineſs ; and place them on what is 

diametrically oppoſite to this center of hap- 
| Pineſs and conſequently from it's own na- 
ture muſt make you miſerable, tho' you are 


ſeo blind that you can't ſee your ruin? 


But indeed God is infinitely merciful : 
and to prove himſelf fo, (notwithſtanding 
your manifold ſins and iniquities) he doth. 
not defer his mercy till the day of judgment, 

No, take it now. *Tis freely offer'd you. 
Now is the accepted time: behold, now is 
the day of ſalvation. I am commiſſion'd 


__ as his meſſenger to bring this good news to 
your ears; and in the name of the crucified 


Jeſus, I offer it you again and again. 
Only make uſe of the means preſcrib'd, re- 
pentence and faith; and I pawn my ſalvati- 
on upon it, you ſhall experience the grace of 
| God upon your ſouls. Come, come away, 
the marriage feaſt is prepar'd for you. 
Make no excuſes. All things are now 
ready. The Lamb of God lies bleeding on 
the table for you. A wedding garment is 
offer'd you; ſee that you put it on. At 
your peril don't reject it: elſe when the 
maſter of the feaſt ſhall diſcover you in 
your vile apparel, what will you ſay for your- 
| ſelves ? was it not held forth to you ? You” 
5 F will 
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will then be ſpeechleſs, and ſhall ſurely be 


cCaſt into outer darkneſs; there will be weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth. 8 


What inſolence then is this ? what impu- | 


dent aſſurance ? You will not accept, God's 


proffer'd mercy at the time he offers it you, 
and by the means he has appointed. You 
will not be ſav'd, unleſs you can be ſav'd 


your own way, and at your own time. You 
reſiſt, reject and ſcorn the Holy Ghoſt, who 


is ready to render you holy and acceptable 


unto God. No; you don't deſire to be 


made holy: on the contrary, you purpoſe to 
Continue in your ſins till the hour of death; 
then perhaps to confeſs yourſelves ſorry for 
your paſt life; and ſo vainly truſt to that 
mercy which cannot reach you, becauſe you 
would not receive it, in the only wa ythrough 


which it could poſſibly be conveyed. 

matter of ſlight importance. God calls upon 
you by me. He hears me at this inſtant 
ſpeak to you in obedience to his commands; 
and *twill be a record againſt your ſouls at 
the laſt day, that the word was preach'd to 


to you. He invites you to him. He en- 


treats you to be ſavd. He opens his arms 


to receive you; and promiſes to renew you 
in your ſpirits conform'd to the image of his 
Son. Come; turn to him this hour and 


this moment; the next, your hearts may 


be harden'd thro* the deceitfulneſs of fin. 


What have you to plead for your delays ? 


are 


_ * Conſider with yourſelves; for it is nota 
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re you ingaged in family cares and world- 


ly buſineſs and attachments ? this will never 
be admitted. Do you think they only who 
have no families, no outward. cares or trou- 


8 bles are expected to be converted unto 
| God? hear what our Lord himſelf ſays, 


"Luke xiv. 26. If any man come to me, 
& and hate not his father and mother, and 
„ wife and children, and brethren and ſiſters, 
yea and his own life alſo, he cannot be my 


„ diſciple. And whoſoever doth not bear his 


„. croſs and come after me, cannot be my 
. e | 
What then will become of you, my dear 
brethren, unleſs you repent ? what other Sa- 
viour, what other Redeemer do you dream 
_of ? if you can fave yourſelves, why did 
Jeſus Chriſt come down from Heaven ? if 
they who have not the Spirit of Chriſt are 
none of his, why do you not endeavour to 
obtain that bleſſed Spirit upon the loving 
terms propos d. Aſk and you ſhall have. 
Seek and you ſhall find. Knock and it 
_ © ſhall be open'd unto you. For if ye being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
_ © your children; how much more ſhall your 
« Father which is in Heaven, give the Holy 
Spirit to them that aſk him,” 1 
The conflict of a penitent between th 
fleſn and the ſpirit, tis true, is very ſore and 
excruciating. But be not diſmay'd; the ſhar- 
per the agony, the ſooner *twill be over; and 
then you may truly ſay from the bottom of 
Z oe your 
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your heart, © My. ſoul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my ſpirit hath rgiced 1 in — 
« my Saviour.“ 

On the other 50 en iow you im- 
poſe on yourſelves, and ſtop the voice of 
your: conſciences, ſaying, tuſh the Lord ſhall 

not ſee; neither ſhall the God of Jacob re- 
gard it. Be not deceived: God is not mock- 
| ed. © He is neither an abſent God, nor a 
weak one. He will not be put off, baffled 
nor inſulted. His juſtice (after mercy ſo of- 
ten offered, o often refus'd) is inexorable, | 

infinite and eternal. h 
And . His wrath is revealed from Hea- 
- ” ven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighte- 
c ouſneſs of men who hold the Truth in un- 
„ righteouſneſs.” © And if the righteous 
4 ſhell ſcarcely be ſav d, where ſhall the un- 
„ godly and the ſinner appear? 00 Fear him 

therefore, who, when he hath killed, hath: 

„ power to caſt into Hell, Yea, I fay un- 
to you fear him,” | . 


RMON VIII. 


For Good Friday. 


Man 1 Se lende completed by the death 


| of Chriſt. 
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1 45 finiſhed. 


THE great work of redemption 836+ 7-3 


compliſhed: all the ſcriptures concern- 


ing it are fulfilled : and even the ſufferings of | 
the Bleſſed Jeſus are now come to an ends 


<« It is finiſhed.” Theſe are nearly the 


laſt words of our dying Lord. He added 
only (according to St. Luke's goſpel) * Fa- 
+ ther, into thy hands I commend my ſpi- 
„ rit,” and when he had fo ſaid, he bowed. 
his head, and gave up the ghoſt. The 


active part of his miſſion and character 


he had already perform'd before this great 


event; as he himſelf declares, John xvii. 4. 


Bd have glorified thee on the earth, I have 
© finiſh'd the work which thou gaveſt me 


* to do,” He had given fight to the 


blind and feet to the lame. The Lepers 
had been + nite: The deaf had receiv- 
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ed their hearing: The dead had been raiſed 
up: and the poor had the goſpel preached 
unto them. There remained only the paſ- 
five, the ſuffering part to be endur d. And 
when the ſharp agonizing conflict was over, 
and his pure and ſpotleſs ſpirit was juſt 
about to depart, © It is finiſh'd” (ſays he) 


Father, into thy hands I commend my 
_  * ſpirit,” And ſo be bowed his head, in 


token of his ſubmiſſion to the wile and 
aweful decree of Heaven before the begin- 


ning of the world: he bowed his head and 
yielded up the ghoſt. 


Pauſe we, my dear brethren, and let us 
meditate on this amazing myſtery. Let us 
preſent to our inward: reflections the eter- 
nal Son of God, crucified, as it were, be- 
fore our eyes. Behold the man” faid 
Pilate, when he produced him before the 
enrag' d multitude, wearing a crown of 


- thorns, and a purple robe. 


Behold the man with other eyes, my 


| brethren. Behold the God incarnate. Be- 


hold that face which now in heaven 


feeds the ſaints with love: behold it ſmear'd 


with trickling blood ; and the tremendous 
Majeſty of Heaven veil'd under a robe of 


inſolent mockery. Not fatisfied with their 
cruel ſcourgings, nor mov'd with his pa- 


tient meekneſs, that very people, who not 
a long time before had brought him in tri- 
umph with Hoſannas into Jeruſalem, are 
now inſtant with loud voices, ee 
8 F es 
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that he might be crucified. And the voi- 


ces of them and of the chief prieſts prevailed. 


So Pilate gave ſentence that it ſhould be as 
_ they required. Let us follow him, my bre- 


thren, let fancy carry us, as it were at a 
diſtance, among the followers whom Jeſus 
loved ; that we may note every particular 


circumſtance in the cloſe of this ſhocking . 


ſcene, and drink deeply every precious 


| ward that falls from our ſuffering Lord. 
When, fainting under the burthen, he 
could no longer ſuſtain the weight of his 


own croſs, one Simon a Cyreniun was com- 


: pell'd to bear it for him: and then the 


melancholy proceſſion goes on. he wo- 


men who had been witneſſes to many of 
t his miracles, and to his holy life and con- 
. verſation, attend him to this lateſt period 


of it, pouring themſelves forth in tears, 


and ſwallow'd up in grief unutterable. And 


Jeſus turning towards them his rueful yet 
all-lovely countenance, ** weep not (lays _ 
he) for me, ye daughters of Jeruſalem. 
but weep for yourſelves and for your 
children : for behold, the days are com- . 
ing, in the which they ſhall ſay, bleſſed 
are the . barren, and the wombs that ne- 
ver bare, and the paps which never gave 
tuck, Then ſhall they begin to fay to 
the mountains, fall on us, and to the 
hills, cover us: for if they do theſe things 
in a green tree, what ſhall be done in 
the dry?“ a proverbial expreſſion, fre- 
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quent among the Jes, who compare a 


good man to a green tree, and a had 
man to a dry one. As if he had faid, 


if an innocent perſon ſuffer thus, what 
will become of the wicked? of thoſe who 


are ready for deſtruction as dry wood for 
the fire? this was a remarkable prophecy 
of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, which fol 


- 
* 


lowed in leſs than half a century after- 


wards. C 
Thus is the great ſacrifice for the ſins 
of the whole world conducted, till he is 
brought to a rocky hill on the weſt ſide 
of the city, call'd Go/gotha and Calvary; 


-a kind of charnel-houſe, for the city, 
and place of execution. And now they 


crucify him between two malefactors ; that 
the propheſy of Iſaiab might be accom- 


pliſh'd, he was numbered among the 
tranſgreſſors.“ The firſt words he ut- 
tered under theſe afflicting circumſtances, 
Was a gracious prayer for his enemies, ſay- 


ing, Father forgive them; for they know 
< not what they do.” And thus did he 


teach us by his example, as well as for- 
merly by his precepts, to love our ene- 
* mies; to bleſs thoſe that curſe us; to 

do good to thoſe that hate us; and to 


“ pray for thoſe that deſpitefully uſe us 


and perſecute us.” But how was this 
condeſcending goodneſs, this infinite and 

. inconceivable love repaid ? methinks the 

. reviling ſpeeches and provoking blaſphe- 


: mies 
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mies of the multitude and them that paſs'd 


by, yet ring in our ears; wagging their 


| heads, and crying, ah! thou that deſtroy- 


« eſt the temple, and buildeſt it in three 


Wdays fave thyſelf, If thou be the Son 


« of God, come down from the eroſs.”” 
The chief prieſts and rulers entertain'd . 
him with the like ſcoffs, ſaying © he ſaved 
„others, himſelf he cannot fave. If he be 
„ the King of 1/ae!, let him now come 
“ down from the crofs, and we will be- 
% lieve him. He truſted in God, let him 


deliver him now, if he will have him. 


« For he ſaid, I am the Son of God.” 
The. ſoldiers who ſtood to guard him allo 
derided him, and bade him © fave himſelf, 


„jf he was the King of the Jeus.“ Nay 


one of the crucified malefactors urg'd him 
to ſave. himſelf and them, if he was the 


Meſſiah. But the other malefactor, being 


mov'd with a wonderful impulſe from the 


preventing grace of God, and immediately 
cloſing with it, ſeriouſly rebuk'd him in 
theſe terms, ©** doſt not thou fear God, ſee- 
ing thou art in the ſame condemnation ? 

* and we indeed juſtly; for we receive 
< the due reward of our deeds: but this 
* man hath done nothing amiſs.“ Then 
looking upon Jeſus with a firm and noble 
reliance, he cried, © Lord, remember me 


+ when thou comeſt into thy kingdom.” 
A moſt ſuperlative and ſtupendous faith ! 


to fly for ſuccour tg one in the fame miſe- 
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Table circumſtances; whom all the world 
had abandon'd; and whom God himſelf 
had ſeem'd to have forſaken. And the ſuc- 
- cels was accordingly triumphant. For our 
Lord embraced him with the arms of his 


mercy; and folemnly aſſur' d him, that thac 
very day he ſhould be with him in Heaven. 

Manifeſting hereby his divine nature in the 
midſt of his ſufferings, in that he ſtill had 
the power as well as the will to forgive 
ſins. And now, tho' he was more emi- 
nently acting in a publick character, than 
any perſon that ever did, or ever will ap- 
pear in the world; yet did he not ſuffer 
it entirely to ſwallow up his private and 
particular friendſhip and affection, and the 
_ tenderneſs he had ever paid, and ftill re- 

tain'd for his afflicted mother. When 
“therefore he ſaw his mother, and the 

* diſciple whom he lov'd, ſtanding by; 
< he faith unto his mother, woman, be- 
„ hold thy Son ;** whom henceforward you 
are to conſider as your Son, and be com- 
forted by him in my ſtead. Then faith 
„he to the diſciple, (that is, to St. Jahn) 
* behold thy mother.“ And from that hour 
that diſciple took her unto his own home. 
By this he evidently. taught us, that the 
affection of nature and of choice may be 
innocently cheriſh'd and indulg'd to the 
lateſt gaſp, provided they do not ſhock. 
the ſoul in her laſt moments, and make 
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us act in any reſpect unworthy of our dig- 


nity as immortal beings. . 
Whilſt theſe things were tranfating, from: 


the ſixth hour to the ninth, according to the 


ſtated hours of prayer with the Jews, that is, 


from twelve o' clock at noon till three, there 
Was a wonderful darkneſs over the face of the 


whole earth. And this great eclipſe of the 
ſun was ſo very remarkable, that, (as we are 
told) Dion:fius the areopagite, being in Egypt, 


took notice of it, and cried out to his friend ö 
Apollopbanes, That either God himſelf ſuf- 1 


* fered or ſympathiz'd with the ſufferer.” 


But the darkneſs upon. the minds of Chriſt's 


enemies was ſo thick, ſolid and confirm'd, 


that they did not regard this outward horror 1 
of nature, or were in the leaſt affected by it. 


All this while the Lamb of God was lan- 
guiſhing under the moſt inexpreſſible tor- 


ments; and conſuming in the flames of God's 


wrath againſt the fins of the whole world : 
till finding his ſoul inſufferably oppreſs d with 
the burthen; and all the powers of hell up- 


on him, without one pitying angel to aſſiſt, 


he in a loud and diſmal tone cried Eloi, Elot, 


Lama ſabachthani ? that is, My God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me? His divinity, | 


(aße Mr. Echard) at this time ſuſpend- 
ing from his humanity thoſe comforts with 


_ which his ſervants in their greateſt ſufferings 
are uſually refreſn'd. Some of thoſe that 


were preſent, perhaps ignorant of the Hebrew 


tongue, perhaps out of mockery and ridicule 


laid, | 
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ſaid, he calleth for Elias. And preſently 


after, our Saviour, in the agony of his fever, 


ſaying: that he thirſted, whilſt-one held to his 


mouth a ſpunge dipp'd in vinegar on a long 

_' ſtalk: of; wfop, ſome among them ſaid, Let 
be, Let us ſee Whether Elias will come to © 
fave him. ſeſus then having taſted the vi- 


negar, and knowing that now all the ſcrip- 


| tures. concerning him were accompliſh'd, 


even to the parting of his garments, and 


caſting lots upon his veſture ; faid, It is 
e finiſhed.” And then in an audible and 
exalted voice, as if collecting his whole ex- 


piring ſtrength, with a glorious and adorable 
confidence, he cried, ** Father, into thy 


hands I commend my ſpirit.” And then 
(O my brethren, behold the end) he gently 


bowed his head and expir'd. 
W hole nature ſympathiz'd with the God 


„ nature himſelf: and a terrible earth-quake 


ſhook her to her utmoſt center. The veil of 


the Temple was rent in twain from the top 


do the boltom; plainly ſhewing that God had 
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forſaken his former peculiar reſidence; and 
that all things were made common both to. 


| 4 Je and Gemile : The one individual Chriſt 


having died once. for the ſins of alk And 
theſe dreadful phenomena ſo affected the Ro- 


man Centurion, and ſome of thoſe that were 


with him attending on the execution, that 
they feared greatly, ſaying, certainly this was 
a * man. ee this was the Son of 


7 here | 
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by the Death of Chriſt. 2 
There was one very extraordinary incident 
much inſiſted on by St. John; and not only 
mentioned in his goſpel, but likewiſe hinted 
at in his firſt epiſtle; and it was this: That 
when the ſoldiers had broke the legs of the 
malefactors in order to diſpatch them, and 
came to Jeſus; perceiving that he was alrea- 


dy dead, they did not treat him in the ſame 


manner. But one of them pierced his ſide 
with a ſpear, and immediately there came 
forth blood and water. And thus did they 
_ fulfil two remarkable ſcriptures. „A bone 
„of him ſhall not be broken.” And again, 
„They ſhall look on him whom they have 
&« pierced.” It was ſtrange, (ſays a certain 
author) ſeeing he was dead, that blood ſhould 
- come out; more ſtrange, that water allo : 
and moſt ſtrange of all, that both ſhould 
come out immediately at one time, and yet 


_ diſtinaly. It was pure and true water, as 


well as pure and true blood. But indeed the 
whole proceſs of Chriſt's ſufferings is ſo full 
of wonder, and ſo full of horror, that the one 


can only give way to the other. And who- 


ever conſiders every circumſtance attentively, 
will be apt to join that innocent part of the 
ſpectators who having beheld what had paſs'd, 
in deep and ſilent ſorrow ſmote their breaſts 
and return'd. An action extremely pathetic _ 
and expreſſive of the profoundeft grief. XA 
grief (apparently at that time) without re- 
medy; and therefore beyond a cure. Their 
85 aal hearts were GRP with 1 they could 
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not utter; an: therefore they fmote their 
breaſts and returned. 


It the recital of this diſmal tragedy hath 
made the like ipreſſion upon you, my bre- 


thren, O ſtifle not, but rather indulge the 
gloom of facred mourning. Feed upon your 


tears, as on a rich repaſt. They are the dew 
of heaven, influencing and diſſolving all that 
is ſtony. about your hearts; and yielding 
them up ſubdued by deep contrition; and 


bleſſedly prepar'd for a true and ſincere re- 


pentapce. 

Preſent to yourſelves hs ed body of 
the holy Jeſus ; the marks of the ſcourge yet 
reeking on his back; his face all bloody from 
the crown of thorns ; his wounded hands and 


ſide. And if things i inanimate were ſtirr'd 


with horror ; if the groaning earth trembled 


and ſhook; and the yawning grave gave 


up its dead; be not ftill unmov'd, more 
hardned than ſtocks or ſtones ; but partake 


of the general convulſion of nature in inward. 
- burſts of grief. A Saviour and a God demand 
this from you. A crucified Saviour and an 
. injured God. But if the doleful repetition of 


this tremendous act hath not power to ſhake, 
hath not influence to melt you : If (in order 


to rouze) we muſt hollow in your ears a ſhock- 
ing dreadful and execrable truth: Know, 
inner, —it was thou that ſlew thy Lord. 
Baſe murderer thou: Thy fins have nailꝰd 
him to the croſs. Thy fins inſult his ſuffer- 


ings. By perſiſting in thoſe ſins thou cruci- 
fieſt him — _y * and hour of thy 
life; 
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life; and thus thou makeſt chyſelf.a a party to 


that horid imprecation of the Jews, ' His | 


< Blood be on us and on our Children.” And 


every drop he ſhed, (unleſs thou ſpeedily re- 
penteſt) ſhall lie like leaden weights on thy 


convicted ſoul to plunge it deeply down in 
bortomleſs perdition. But if thou art content 


and deſirous to lay thy fins upon his croſs, 


5 and bury thy corrupt affections in thy Savi- 


our's hallowed grave, that precious blood is 


thine : it no longer crieth againſt thee to thy }. 
condemnation but is freely given by the 


abundant grace of God, to waſh you white 
as wool, tho' your fins had made you red as 
ſcarlet ; and zo purge your conſcience from dead 


- works to ſerve the living God. This was one 
great cauſe for which Chriſt came into the 
world.. He came into the world to die for - 


the ſins of it. And by his death he not only 
made atonement for the paſt, but likewiſe 


pourchas'd for us the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 


to afford us power and dominion over them 
for the future. From henceforth let not the 


moſt grievous ſinner deſpair; for it was Chriſt 


that died. From heneeforth let not the ſelf- 


righteous preſume in his own merit, ſince fo _ 
ſtupendous a ſacrifice was requir'd. In his 


life indeed, Chriſt died continually, diſdain» 
ing the pleaſures, or even the common com- 


_ forts which the world afforded. But in the 


laſt fatal ſcene of it, he died ten thouſand _ 


_ thouſand deaths, bearing the curſe of every 


0 8 {REIN in his own body on the 
tree. 
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tree. 
how long, how often will you tear open, and 


cious ſouls ? 
Hie paid down the price and redemption for 
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+ quaint thyſelf with the bleſſed Jeſus. 
he knows you not in this world, neither will 
he know you in the world to come. 
think you he will have any fellowſhip or ac- 

quaintance with an obſtinate en ſin- 


innocence with 
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0 faithleſs and perverſe generation, 


grin in mockery over thoſe bleſſed wounds, 
whoſe bubbling lips yet plead with you to 
have ſome uy: and regard to your poor pre- 
Thoſe fouls he claims as his. 


them. Can you refuſe to him the delight 


he ſo graciouſly aſſumes in making you eter- 


nally happy ? Unleſs you repent and believe 
the goſpe-promites, you have no part or por- 


tion in Chriſt's blood. Nay he will declare 
to you that he knows you not. 


be Depart 
« from me ye that work iniquity.” 

Therefore 2cquaint thyſelf with God. Ac- 
For if 


And: 


ner? Can purity dwell with filthineſs? or 
guilt? Does the Lamb feed 
with the wolf? or the Dove rooſt with the 
Kite? Oppoſite natures can never agree. 


God can have no fellowſhip with Behal. Ei- 
ther forego the world, it's ſin, and all it's 


trumpery; or elſe (whether thou wilt or no) 


thou muſt forego thy God. Theſe are not 


flattering truths, but they are firm, certain 
and infallible. 


Take thy choice, the World 


FE or Go. For thou can K: not $ ſerve: ee and | 
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And now, my dear brethren, as you are 
about to return to your reſpective habitations, 
full of the melancholy ſtory of our Saviour's - 
death, ſuffer nat the impreſſions it has made 
to paſs lightly over your minds; but im- 
prove them with the utmoſt diligence to the 
advantage of all your ſouls. Do not paſs the 
remainder of this ſolemn day in idle mirth 
or worldly care ; but commune with your 
_ own hearts, and in your chamber, and be 
ſtill. Faſting, as it delivers the ſoul from 
part of it's groſs incumbrances, is of ule, 
highly to promote ſerious meditation and 
prayer. And oh! in theſe holy exerciſes (more 
eſpecially incumbent on you on this day) 
forget not your unworthy but loving mini- 
ſter; and bring down a ſpiritual bleſſing on 
my miniſtry, by your fervent and effectual 
prayers for me to the throne of grace. And 
in my turn I moſt earneſtly intreat the Lord, 
that when we meet together here on Eaſter- . 
day, and partake of the precious ſymbols of 
_ Chriſt's body and blood, we may all feel 
the power of his glorious reſurrection, 
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Matt, 28. * 5 


Pear not ye * 1 know that ye feek * | 
_ which, Fes cruci ed. He is not here , for be 


is riſen as he ſaid. Come ſee the Prace 
Where the Lord lay. | 


"7 N any intereſting event, ad to us 
as the means of happineſs either to our- 

ſelves, or to thoſe whom we tenderly love, 
the mind greedily explores every the minu- 
teſt circumſtance relating thereto, with an un- 
wearied application, and feeds on every thing 
that gives additional life to the idea with in- 
conccivable delight. — It is in this manner 
we are apt to be affected with the angel's 
addreſs to the women who were come to pay 
their laſt offices of love, duty, and reſpect at 
the ſepulchre of their deceas'd Lord. Fear 

not ye— come, ſee the place where the 


Lord lay,” Our fpirits ſeem to adopt the 
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invitation, as if offer'd to ourſelves; and our 
imagination is on the wing to carry us to 
take a ſurvey of the hallowed ſpot where the 
5 OY of Jos lay. Fear not ye.” The 
. e get 
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angel makes a wide diſtinction here. He 


was not in the leaſt concern'd to remove the 


terrors of the watch, who for fear of him did 


ſhake, and become as dead men. No, he 
knew that they had no intereſt in the Lord 
Jeſus; He knew that they were placed there 
in oppoſition to his diſeiples; like thoſe mali- 
cious enemies of the truth, who ſhut up the 
kingdom of Heaven againſt men: who nei- 
ther go in themſelves, neither ſuffer them 
that are entering to go in. To them and 
ſuch as them the words of the text are not 
addreſs d. But ye! O ye that ſeek Jeſus 
that was crucified, feat not ye. Ye holy 
mourners who bedew your Saviour's tomb 
with penitential tears; ye ſorrowing ſouls 


who will not be comforted, becauſe he was 


crucified for your fins, be ſtrong and of 
good hope. The Lord is riſen. He is riſer 


indeed, and hath appear'd. Nay more, He 


1s riſen for your juſtification. HER 
That every labouring burthen'd heart 2 


partake deeply and thoroughly of this ble 
occaſion of joy and triumph, it will be ne 


ceeſſary to conſider diſtinctly the ſeveral bene- 
fits deriv'd to us from our Lord's reſurrecti- 


on from the dead. | 


And firſt (as we obſerv'd before) he roſe ul 


again for our juſtification, 


Now the rationale of this aſſertion of the 

ahpoſtle's, can only be built upon this founda- 
tion; namely, that we are juſtified by faith. 

Upon any other hypotheſis whatloever, it 


will 


3 


— 
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will always appear far more reaſonable and 
intelligible, that he died for our juſtification, 
than that he roſe again for our juſtification. 
But when we are made to underſtand, that 
it is impoſſible in the nature of things that 
we can reap any advantages from Chriſt, un- 
leſs we apprehend, cleave to, and reſt on 
bim with the full and unreſerved recum- 
bency of our ſouls, as our only hope, our on- 
ly Saviour, our only means of everlaſting 
life! when again it is explain'd to us, that 
faith is that inſtrument whereby the ſoul 

_ +doth thus apprehend, cleave to, and reſt up- 
on it's object; we ſhall, preſently ſee in what 
reſpects our Saviour's reſurrection from the 
dead was abſolutely neceſſary to our juſtifica-' 
tion. It is true that faith is the gift of God; 
but the exertion of that faith, when once gi- 
ven, lieth in our ſelves. God may give us 
wings to fly; but if we never exert thoſe 
wings, we ſhall ſtill continue to move upon 
-the ground. Now in a point of ſuch high 
importance, as where a ſinner's eternal hap- 
pineſs, or eternal miſery is at ſtake, the ſoul. 


will ever be faint and backward; it will ne- 


ver have the reſolution to exert it's faith with 
it's utmoſt power, as an inſtrument to appre- 
hend, cleave to, and reſt ſecurely upon any 
object leſs than God, as it's only hope, it's. 
only Saviour, it's only means of everlaſting. 
life. Unleſs therefore Chriſt is preſented to 
the ſinner as God over all bleſſed for ever, he 
will never dare to cleave to him with 4ʃ/ his 


heart, © 
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| heart, with all his foul, with all his might, 


and with all his flrength. And every other 


-ſpecies of faith being imperfect and vain, 


Chriſt profiteth him nothing. 
By the death of Chriſt indeed 110 is pre- 


| ſented to the eye of faith as an atonement 


for the ſins of the whole world: but this 
atonement can be appropriated only to thoſe 


perſons who. plead and urge it as their title 


to their pardon. And no one can urge this 
plea fervently, powerfully and effectually 


who does not believe the atonement fully _ 
adequate to the grace to be receiv'd; for 
this would be magnifying the attribute of 


God's mercy at the expence of his juſtice; 
and would be ſuppoſing him to act weakly 


and inconſiſtently. 


Now the guilt of every offence ariſeth in 


proportion to the dignity of the perſon : 
_ againſt whom it is committed. Thus a blow _ 
given to an ordinary perſon will be puniſh'd- i 


by the law but in a ſmall degree: but the like 


_ offence given to the perſon of a king is high 


treaſon and puniſhable with death. In the 
ſame manner ſin being an open rebellion 
againſt the will, the laws and the throne of 
the God of holineſs, purity, and love, is in 


it's own nature juſt as unholy, impure, and 


hateful, as God is holy, pure and lovely. 


Juſt as high as Heaven is from hell, juſt 


ſo low is hell from Heaven. Till therefore 
an atonement could be produced in all re- 


| 99 as holy, pure, and —_— as lin (in. | 


it's 
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it's being cõmmitted againſt God) was un- 
holy, impure, and hateful, the juſtice of God 
could never be ſatisfied fully and conſiſtently 


with itſelf ; and God muſt have been a 


weak Being, upon theſe terms to pardon 
A 25 „ 


This being ſo thoroughly agreeable to the 
plaineſt dictates of common ſenſe, no rati- 
onal Being can with the full reliance and 


recumbency of his ſoul plead the atonement 
of Chriſt's blood: (and without this full re- 


liance and recumbency of the ſoul, I preſume 


the Arians themſelves will allow that his 
plea could not be very moving or prevail- 
ing 3) I fay no rational being can thus plead 
F - the atonement of Chriſt's Blood as a com- 
B e ſatisfaction for his ſins, who does not 


lieve him to be as holy, pure and lovely, 


as ſin (in it's being committed againſt God) 
is unholy, impure, and hateful. And this 

character he could never have anſwer'd, had 

he not been God manifeſt in the fleſh, _ 
He died (ſays the apoſtle) for our ſins.” 


There the healing medicine of his Blood was 


ſhed and prepar'd. But unleſs it could 
come, ſo recommended to the patient, as 
that which he could fully rely on for an ef- 
fectual cure, he would never be induc'd to 
take and apply it. And then what would 
this moſt excellent medicine avail ? But 
Chriſt being manifeſted to be the Son of 
God with power according to the ſpirit of ho- 


lineſs by the reſurrection from the dead, he 
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thereby gave all the ſtamp, value and digni- 
ty to the atonement that the heart of man 


could deſire. And thus he is preſented to 
us as a completely perfect object, on which 
the ſoul may ſecurely reſt by faith, as on one 
that is able to ſave to the uttermoſt 
« them that come to him.“ For in him 
« dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
« bodily. ?“ 

Thus by his death the atonement was 


made: but by his reſurrection the hidden 


value of that atonement was unveil'd and 


fully prov'd. And thus was he truly ſaid 


to have riſen again for our juſtification; be- 
cauſe he appear d thereby a meet object for 


juſtifying faith to embrace and reſt on, with 
the full recumbency of the ſouh 


It will perhaps be objected on the ſide of 
the Arians that Chriſt's reſurrection from 
the dead is no proof of his divinity; for the 
bodies of many ſaints were rais'd from the 


dead as well as his, and appear'd unto many. 


To this I anſwer, that heir reſurrection was 


by virtue of the ſpiritual efficacy of His; that 
they were rais'd not by any own inherent! 
energy, but by a power infus'd into them: 
whereas Chriſt roſe again by his own divine 


elaſticity, as he himſelf had foretold, 7obn 
x. 17, 18. I lay down my life, that Ei. 
„ may take it again. I have power to 


* lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again. And chap. ii. 19. Deſtroy this 
9 + temple, and in three days i will — it. 


The 
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his divinity to the hitherto unbelieving 


upon in the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt terms 
to be both his Lord and his God. This 


| apoſtle knew that our Saviour in his life- 


8 e 3 * * 
* 


than God could thus give life to himſelf. 


belong to him, God would not have permit- 


(even to the ſatisfaction of his ſenſes) of the 


it's object as to a Saviour unto everlaſting 


life. 
ly cleave to any Saviour leſs than God. Chriſt 


from the dead by. his own power. 


liverance from the fear of. death. 
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The confirmation of this prophecy by the. 
fact it ſelf was ſo ſatisfactory a proof of 


Thomas, that he acknowledged him there- 


time had declar'd he would raiſe his body by : 
his own power. He knew that no being leſs 


He likewiſe very well knew that had Chriſt 
arrogated to himſelf a power that did not 


ted the event to follow | in confirmation of 


the prediction. 


Therefore When he was once convinced | 


truth of Chriſt's reſurrection, he had not the 
doubt concerning his divinity. 
The whole that hath been ſaid may be 
reduc'd to this. We are juſtified only by 
faith. Faith operateth by wholly cleaving to 


Faith will not, dare not, cannot whol- 


prov'd himſelf to be God by his reſurrection 
There- 


fore faith can cleave to Chriſt, and by this 


faith we are juſtified. Thus Chriſt roſe again 


for our juſtification. | 

A ſecond benefit deriv*d to us fein our 
Lord's reſurrection from the dead is our de- 
„ For 
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ee through. death he deſtroyed him that had 
e the power of death, that is the devil, 
% and deliver'd them, who thro' fear of 
„death were all their life time ſubject to 


bondage. Heb. ii. 14, 15. 


In paſting thro' death he diſarm'd it of 


it's ſting, and evidenc'd his victory over it 
by the power of his reſurrection. When 


Petus and Arria were by the cruel command 


of the Emperor oblig'd to ſlay themſelves, 
the woman drawing the dagger out of the 
wound her own hands had made, and pre- 
ſenting it to her huſband, ſaid, ©* Petus, it is 


% not painful.“ Bur O! what a far nobler 
fortitude is inſpir'd into us from the example 
of Chriſt; knowing that if we die with him, 


we ſhall alſo live with him: that if we are 1% 
„ partakers of his ſufferings, we ſhall be alſo 
of his glory: that as he hath conquer'd, fo + 


ſhall we be more than conquerors thro” Chriſt 


that loveth us. Even in the ſharpeſt and moſt 
trying conflict he will enable us to ſay in 


full triumph of faith, O death where is thy 


e ſting? O grave, where is thy victory?“ nay 
more, we ſhall have a deſire (with St. Paul) 
to depart and be with Chriſt ; that we ma 


no longer ſee him thro! a g laſs darkly, bt 
„face to face; that where he is, there we 
** may be, and perſonally know him, even as 


© we are known of him. 


Many indeed have ſubmitted to death with 
an apparent conſtancy and reſolution : but 
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is the Chriſtian only that can triumph over 
it, and \ depart in the ſweeteſt Se of- - 
ure and holy joy. 

A third bleſſing we obtein from our Savi- | 
our's reſurrection from the dead, is the aſſu- 
rance of the reſurrection and glorif ication of 

our bodies in the day of the Lord. 

Man being compos'd of body and ſoul, 
cannot ſo totally reſign himſelf to the one, as 
to be void of all care and anxiety concerning 
the other. We could not reſt perfectly ſatis- 
fied, calm, and at eaſe, with a partial redemp- 
tion of the ſoul only; but we ſhould be ſtill 
deeply concern'd, and eagerly ſollicitous for 
the final reſtoration of the whole man to ever- 

laſting bliſs, both of ſoul and body. In order 
therefore to quiet every fearful doubt and 

| apprehenſion of this nature, our bleſſed Lord 
took particular care, thoroughly toconvince his 
diſciples of the ſubſtantiality of his body after 

his reſurrection from the dead. Behold 
« my hands and my feet, (ſays he) that it is 
« 1 my ſelf. Handle me and ſee, for a 
* ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones, as you fee 

e me have;” and as if even this were not 
ſatisfactory enough, he call'd for ſome meat, 
and did eat before them. And this he did, 
as-upon other accounts, fo likewiſe upon this, 
becauſe the reſurrection of Chriſt's body is 
the proof and aſſurance of the reſurrection of 
our eee at the laſt day. Chriſt the firſt- 

s fruits, (ſays the Apoſtle to the Corinthians) 
& afrerwards ey that are Chriſt's at his 
FR 5 0 coming: 
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coming: for now is Chriſt riſen from 
the dead, and become the firſt- fruits of 


them that ſlept. And he ſhall change our 
vile body that it may be faſhion'd like 


« unto his ones body, according to the 


Working whereby he is able even to ſub. 


« due all things unto himſelf, Phil. iii. 21. 
And this is agreeable to What he himfelf 


ſays, John xvii. 22, © The glory which thou 
* haſt given me, [ have given them.“ Thus 
+ tho? our body is ſown in corruption, it is 


“ rais'd in incorruption: tho' it is ſown in diſ 


„ honour, it is raiſed in glory.“ And O how 
inconceivabl/ great will be the glory, when 


we are faſhion'd like unto his glorious body! 


ſurely (according to the Eſalmiſt; When we 1 


„ wake up after his likeneſs, we ſhall be ſa- 


c tisfied with it.” Having thus conſider'd 


the rich and precious benefits deriv'd to us 
from the reſurrection of our Lord and Savi- 
our, give me leave to apply to you the An- 

gel's invitation. © Come, ſee the place 
& where the Lord lay.“ , 
In the place where he was crucified 
„ (fays St. Jon) there was a garden, and 


© in the garden a new ſepulchre, wherein 
was never man yet laid” I know not 


how the ſimplicity of this deſcription may 
affect any of you, my brethren. But for my 
ſelf, it is apt to infuſe into me that reverential 


_ awe of which the patriarch Jacob was poſe © 


BEG when he laid, How dreadful is this 
| 6G „ place! 
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< place! this is none other than the houſe 
< of God. This is the gate of Heaven.” 
Loet us however aſſume courage. © Fear 
4 not ye, (lays the Angel) ye ſeek Jeſus 
* who was crucified, Come, fee the place 
where the Lord lay.” Behold the impreſ- 
ſion his ſacred body made upon the ground 
from whence it ſprung to life. -And O man, 
whoever thou art, that continueſt ſtill in a 


courſe of ungodlineſs and fin, ſhall the body 


of Chriſt Jeſus, crucified for thy ſins, 


rais'd again for thy juſtification, make no 
iümpreſſion upon thee? O earth, earth, earth, 


once did the Lord Jeſus dwell in thee bodily, 
not as dead, but living in thee, thro' the ſpi- 


rit of holineſs. Then didſt thou bear his 
image and impreſſion, and waſt of more va- 


lue than the fineſt gold in jthe ſight of God. 
But now how art thou fallen and debaſed! 
Humble thy felf in the duſt, thou wretched 


| inner! O thou that beareſt no longer the 


image of the Heavenly, but the image of the 
earthly, utter forth thy complaint with tears 
and bitter cries, that thro' the abounding 
grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, he may again 
reſtore to thee the image of the Heavenly: 
that as Chriſt died and roſe again, fo thou 


mayeſt die unto the earthly, and riſe again 


unto the Heavenly. For if thou wouldſt 
follow Chriſt in the reſurrection, thou muſt 
follow him likewiſe in the crucifixion. 
Art thou then willing that this great thing 
ſhould be done for thee ? art thou really _— 
5 5 ä ling 
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ling that the old man ſhould be given up, 
judg'd and ſentenc'd to be crucified ? That 


thus fin being condemn'd in the fleſh, thou 


- may'ſt live unto God in the ſpirit ? if thou 
art, behold a pardon for all paſt ſins is at 


hand. for thee. There, bring them there, 
even to the ſepulchre of thy Lord. There 
ſhall they lie buried with the linen cloaths 
he caſt from off his body. They ſhall 


cling and cleave to thee no more. There 


alſo thy filly prejudices, thy ſelf-eſteem, thy 


carnal reaſonings and falſe opinions mult all 
be wrapp'd up together and depoſited, like 
the napkin that once ſurrounded his holy 

head, never again to be reſum'd. Thus diſ- 


engag*d from that wherein thou waſt held 
and bound, break forth into day. Riſe, 


ſhine; for thy light is come; and the glory 
of the. Lord is riſen upon thee. On thee 
the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſeth with heal 


in his wings. He healeth all the diſeaſes of 
thy ſoul. He pardoneth all thy fins. He 


blotteth out all thy tranſgreſſions. He re- 
membreth thine iniquities no more. All old 
things are done away: behold all things are 
become new to thee, New life, new power, 
new principles, - diſpoſitions and affections. 
Thus ſhalt thou put on the new man, which 


after God (after the image of God) is created 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, Epbeſ. iv. 
24. How auguſt, O Heaven- born child 


of God, ſhall be thy condition, when the 


God of purity, love, truth and holineſs is 
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imag'd forth in thee! when the rays of thy 
celeſtial origin beam forth in all thy thoughts, 
words and actions! when the world, when 
even the hard-judging world, convinc'd at | 
length ſhall behold thy light, and gority thy 
Father which is in Heaven ! 
Come then, my brethren, come, let us 
ſeek the Lord. Let us ſeek Jeſus which 
was crucified, But let us not ſtill ſeek the 
living among the dead. Let us not expect 
to find him, till we have renounc'd all hopes 
of ſalvation from dead works. He is to be 
found only by living faith; even a faith 
that worketh by love; even a faith that 
layeth hold of Chriſt by the feet, and wor- 
ſhippeth him. May the God of all grace 
and mercy give you this faith, and cauſe it 
to abound in you, may he ſtrengthen, con- 
firm and eftabliſh you, that you may not be 
mov'd to and fro by every wind of doctrine, 
but may endure unto the end, in all patience, 
meekneſs and perſeverance waiting for the 
' glorious coming of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all praiſe, glory, honour 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Do we then make void the law thro faith 2 
Gog forbid. Yea, we eftabliſh the law. 


HAT fand doctrine of chriſti- 
anity (juſtification by faith) had nearly 
the ſame objections rais'd againſt N ; 


the days of the apoſtle, as are ſtarted in theſe 


our times ; bur perhaps they are now vented 
with a deal of additional acrimony, ma- 
lignit and venom. We need in general 
therelbre only have recourſe to this great 


champion for the truth; whoſe. arguments 
are ſo ſolid, ſo abſolute and undeniable in 


the defence of it, that nothing but the hardi- 


eſt obſtinacy and the moſt matchleſs aſ- 
ſurance will dare to withſtand them, when 


ingenuouſly conſider'd and forcibly preſs'd. 


I call this a fundamental doctrine, be- 


cauſe it treateth of the very means of 

falvation. And ſurely if any queſtion ts ma- 
terial, where a ſoul is anxious for it's ſpiri- 
tual and eternal welfare, this is principally 
o; ply: what means ſalvation or juſtifica- 
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and both houſes of convocation. 
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tion is to be deriv'd to us. It is there- 


fore incumbent on you, my brethren, no 


longer to halt between two opinions ; but 
to be thoroughly , ſettled and determined 
in your own minds, whether juſtification 
is by works or by faith. SE 
Had I been fo unfortunate as to have 
been a miniſter of the church of Rome, I 
could not have preach'd juſtification by 
faith, conſiſtently with my own integrity, 


till | had firſt declar'd my ſelf to be no 


longer a member of her ſuperſtition. But 


8 ſince (bleſſed be God) [ have been call'd 
to the miniſtry in the pureſt church in 


the world, ſhould I preach what is fo di- 
ametrically oppoſite to her ſentiments, as 
juſtification by works, I ſhould be an in- 
famous betrayer of thoſe tenets I had ſo- 
lemnly undertaken to defend. 


- That juſtification by faith is avowedly 


the doctrine of the church of England, I 


preſume I have no occaſion now to prove 


at large to you. The articles of religion, 


contain'd in the book of Common Prayer, 


ſufficiently | evince the truth of this aſſer- 
tion: and they refer you for a fuller ex- 

lanation on this point, to the Homilies; 
which, as well as the articles, are in the 
moſt ſolemn manner deliver'd down to us 
as containing the tenets of the church of 
England, being ſet forth by the publick 
authority of the king, lords and commons, 


I -- 


Tuflification by Faith. | 183 
In ſhort theſe Homilies are ſo expreſs on 


our ſide of the queſtion, that our adver- 
ſaries ſeem to wiſh they were fairly out 


of the way. And I cannot but expreſs a 
ſuitable indignation, that theſe venerable 
diſcourſes, left us by the great reformers 
of our church, and ſealPd even with their 
own blood, have been treated by certain men 


in the moſt contemptuous manner, as the 


mere traditions of men. 


To reſcue theſe moſt valuable labours 
from ſuch baſe miſrepreſentations, let me 


intreat your indulgence for a few words. 
Traditions of men (as the phraſe is ge- 


_ nerally underſtood) ſignify certain poſitions 


of mere human invention, that are neither 


founded in ſcripture, nor can be ſupported 
by it. Such were thoſe traditions, by which 


(as our Lord told the Phariſees) “ they 


2 made the commandments of God of none 


4 effect.” Now if it can be urg'd and 


| prov'd againſt the Homilies of the church 
of England that their doctrines arc not 
founded in ſcripture, nor can be prov'd 


by them, I will declare my ſelf no longer 


a member of her community. No, my 


brethren; 'tis one thing to affirm; another 
thing to prove. And I would to God that 
all our modern ſermons were as well ſup- 
ported by ſcripture; as theſe too much ne- 


glected Homilies. 


The ſcriptures are indeed the ſtandard 


of truth, And it is the various ways of 
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interpreting thoſe ſcriptures, that have oc- 
caſion'd the many ſets and churches now | 
viſible amongſt us. If therefore 1 
feſs myſelf a member of a church, I mean to 
declare thereby, that Iagree with her in her 
_ Interpretations of the ſcriptures ; and with 
thoſe poſitions or tenets, | which ariſe out 
cf ſuch interpretations. I would by no 
means infer, that the agreeing to the ar- 
- ticles or Homilies of any church whatſo- 
ever, merely as ſuch, is abſolutely neceſſary 
to ſalvalion but this I inſiſt on, that it 
is neceſſary in order to conſtitute me a 
real (not a pretended) member of that par- 


ticular church. And if any latitude may 


be allowed in leſſer matters; yet ſurel 
none can be admitted in ſuch a funda- 
mental as the very means of ſalvation. 

The deduction, that naturally follows, 
is, that he that holds juſtification by works, 
and yet calls himſelf a member of the 
church of England, is a baſe impoſtor. 

Truth, my friends, is always conſiſtent 
with itſelf in every reſpect, And I need 
only make appear to you the inconſiſten- 
_ cies of our adverſaries, in order to lay bare 
their principles. 

And now could it ever have been ex- 
peed, that the clamour of ſchiſm would 
have ariſen on their fide? but above all, 
is it not a moſt aſtoniſhing thing, that 
they ſhould lay the charge to thoſe that 

oe juſtification by faith? 5 What? are 
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we ſchiſmaticks from the church of England, 


becauſe we preach the fundamental arti- 


cles of the church of England? . becauſe we 


preach juſtification by faith; for ſupport- 


ing which tenet the church of England lies 


under the curſe of the church of Rome ? 


If this were a maſs-houſe, and the audi- 
tors all Pap;ſts they would be conſiſtent 
with themſelves, to condemn us as Here- 
ticks, But if you are ſincere members of 


the church of England, you will do us juſ- 


tice in your own minds, and let the in- 


famous ſlander fall where it is juſtly due. 
The oppoizrs of our doctrine know well 
the weakneſs of their cauſe, and the ſtrength 


of ours. They know that if ever it ſhould 


come to a publick trial, the church of En- 


gland by her articles and homilies would: 


declare ſtrongly in our favour. And 
therefore becauſe they cannot, becauſe they 
dare not bring matters to this open teſt, 


they endeavour by artful inſinuations and 


general accuſations to affect our characters, 


as preachers of the goſpel, without at- 
tempting to bring any thing to a direct, 


full and particular proof, well knowing they 


would be defeated in their purpoſe, and 


entangled in their own ſnare. All the fa- 
vour we aſk is, that they will appear and 
openly. confront us, that the world may 


have an opportunity of judging impartially 


between us, | 
| 5 3 
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To hear them talk ſo largely in ſup- 
port of juſtification by works, one would 


de tempted to think, that they were of all 


men tie moſt moral and moſt hol : that 
they were poſſeſs d of all the bleſſed tem- 
pers deſcrib'd in the goſpel : and that they 


walked even as their maſter walked here 
en earth. For will any man expect to be 


Juſtified by the law of righteouſneſs,” with- 
out fulfilling the law of righteouſneſs ? Now | 
bring their lives and converſations to the 
goſpel teſt, and you will find them pre- 
ſently ſkulking under the corruption of na- 
ture, and urging rat in arreſt of judg- 


ment. If therefore they are to be juſti- 


fed by the works of the law, why don't 


they fulfil the righteouſneſs of the law? 
if. they plead, that from their natural cor- 


ruption they cannot fulfil the purity of the 


law, it then will follow, that from their 
natural corruption they cannot be juſtified 
by works. Let our adverſaries chute which 
end of the argument they pleaſe, and they 
will ſtand ſelf. refuted. 

Again, tis admirable what contradiftory 
objections they will make to the preachers 


ol the truth. 


At one time they 1 endeavour very 
ey to perſuade you that we make void 
the law of God by faith: that we trample 


under foot the whole body of morality a 


and of courſe leave an open door for every 


ſpecies of libertiaiſm and wickedneſs to en- 
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and converſations of other men. 
of theſe accuſations be true, I preſume no 
one in his ſenſes will give any credit. to 
the latter : and if the /econd, of courſe the 
Former falls to the ground. In effect they } 
are both equally falſe. For on the one hand 
ue do not inſiſt on greater ſtrictneſs than was _ 


Nan Paith, 157 
In the next breath they will 
complain, that we are abundantly too ſtrict 


in our lives and converſations; and that 
we require too much ſtrictneſs in the lives 


ter in at. 


If the firſt 


actually requir'd by Chriſt and his apoſtles: 
and on the other, we hope to prove in the 
ſequel of this diſcourſe, that the doctrine of 


Juſtification by faith is fo far from making 


void the law of God, that it is the only 
baſis on which it can poſſibly be eſtabliſh'd. 


And in order to this I ſhall enquire, firſt, 


what is meant by Juſtification by faith, 
Secondly, I mean to demonſtrate that the 
law is thereby eſtabliſh'd. | | 

I. Now the doctrine of juſtification by 
faith is founded upon ruins. It preſuppo- 


ſes the fallen, miſerable, corrupt ſtate of 


man; to whom a holy, juſt, and good law 


is given, which he hath neither the incli- 


nation nor the ability to fulfil. What then 
muſt be the conſequence? unleſs a ſuitable - 


' remedy be found out, either man muſt be. 


ſubject to everlaſting condemnation z or the 


law of God ruſt fall into contempt. And 


to ſuppoſe that God hath given us a law 


of righteouſneſs without ever expecting it 


| | ſhould 


138 Jiuſtiſication by Faith. 

ſhould be exactly fulfilled, would be rat- 

_ ling an argument againſt the 3b, e, as well 
as 2 of God: but what ſays our Sa- 

viour, Matthew v. 18, 19?“ Verily I ſay 

* unto you, till heaven and earth paſs, one 


& jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs 


* from the law, till all ſhall be fulfilled. 
& Whoſoever therefore ſhall break. one of 
& theſe leaſt commandments, and ſhall teach 
„% men ſo, he ſhall be called the leaſt in 
the kingdom of Heaven.” What ſays 
Of James? 4 Wholoever ſhall keep the 
Whole law, and yet offend in one point, 

« he isguilty of all.” What ſays St. Paul? 
„Without holineſs no one ſhall ſee the 
& Lord. And this is ſelf-evident from the 


reaſon of things. For even if an unholy , 


perſon could ſee the Lord, what fellow- 
ſhip or enjoyment could he have with him. 
from whom he © eſſentially differ'd in 
temper and affections? _ > 
But further, the law of God is not only 
holy, juſt and good; but it is hkewile 
highly "reaſonable, Let us break it as often 
as we will, we cannot but approve of it 
in our ber judgments. Moreover the ful- 
filling this holy law muſt make us infi- 
nitely happy in ourſelves; becauſe the ful- 
filling of it is the perfection of our nature. 
And what can be ſo great a happineſs to any 
creature as the perfection of his nature? 


And yet notwithſtanding all theſe per- 2 


ſuaſives, man continues an utter rebel to the 
la of God. Now 


Fuſtification by Faiih, ' 159 

Nou in this caſe, what would you pre- 
{cribe to a being of infinite juſtice, as well 
as infinite mercy ? would you have him be- 
ſtow the joys of heaven on a creature wal- 
towing in the corruption of his nature? I 
am perſuaded your reaſon is at once ſhock'd 
at the thought of it. No, the nature of the 
diſeaſe points out the nature of the remedy. 
The creature worketh nothing but corrup- 
tion, becauſe its nature is corrupt: inſt il 
a divine principle into the very ground of 
it's foul, which ſhall triumph over this cor- 
ruption, and the bleſſed fruits will pre- 
ſently follow. This will effect an inward 
thorough change in his mind and affecti- 
ons. In his natural ſtate he doeth that 
which is evil, becauſe his affections are evil, he 
loveth that which is evil. No one would com- 
mit fin, if he did not love it. Moreover he 
loveth the world and the things of the world: 
therefore according to St. John, „the love 
5 of the Father is not in him”. And why 


can't we love the world and the Father 


too? why, St. James plainly tells us the 
_ reaſon ; namely, that the world is at en- 
* mity with God. He therefore that is the 
* friend of the world is the enemy of God.“ 
In his ſpiritual ſtate, (by a parity of rea- 
ſoning) being regenerate, (or born again of 
theſpirit of God) having his affections chang'd 
and become holy, he of courſe exerciſeth 
himſelf in pious and holy works; becauſe 


It is natural for every creature to follow the 


preſent bent of it's affections. You 
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- You ſee then clearly that our redemp- 
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tion by Chriſt Jeſus muſt be a preſent thing. 
It is a redemption not merely irom eternal 


hell-fire, to begin to take place at the day 
of judgment: But it is a redemption from 
our preſent natural ſtate of corruption, which 


is the ſource and fountain of everlaſting 


: hell-fire. 


This redemption is compleated in the 
thorough ſanctification of our natures; which 
is a progreſſive work, taking place imme- 
diately from the act of juſtification, which 
muft precede and be the procuring cauſe 
of it. Beitremember'd however, I do not 
ſpeak of any precedence in regard of time, 


but only of order, For it is one act of 
the ſpirit of God on the ſoul, whereby our 
Juſtification is compleated, and our ſancti- 


_ fication begun. 


God muſt be always found confiſtent with 
himſelf. money attribute muſt receive it's 
ample due. Infinite juſtice muſt be fully 
fatisfied, before infinite mercy can be dif- 


- Played. _ 


Before ever we can receive the ſpirit of 
holineſs, as an inward moving principle, by 
which we gain an abſolute power over fin; 


fo that, tho? it exiſt, it ſhall never any 


longer reign in our mortal bodies: I ſay, 


before this bleſſedneſs is deriv'd to us, the 


paſt contracted gilt of our corrupted na- 


tures myſt be done away, and we muſt be 


deliver'd from the condemnation to which 
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we were thereby become ſubject. The tem- 5g 
ple muſt be ſwept clean, before it can be 


a proper habitation for ſo divine a gueſt. 


This properly ſpeaking is juſtification, It 
is an operation of the Holy Ghoſt on the 
ſoul of man, whereby God's grace or par- 
don is ſeal'd and aſſur'd to him, and that 


for the ſake of the atonement made in 


Chriſt's blood, not for his own works or 


deſervings.. In effect therefore we are juſ- 


_ tified by Chriſt. Chriſt is the ohject. Faith 


is the medium by which we apprehend the 


By juſtifying faith I underſtand ſomething f 
infinitely higher than a bare aſſent or con- 


ſent to any ſyſtem or ſet of notions, be 
they ever ſo orthodox, reſting inactively in 
the human mind. The faith we are ſpeak- 
ing of, is not exercis'd concerning opinions, 


ſects, parties or churches. I do not more- 


over mean either a dead or a deviliſh faith, 
which bringeth forth either evil works, or 


no good works, and is therefore condemn'd 
by St. Paul and St. James. For (as our 


church tells us in her homily on ſalvation, 
Part III.) “the deviis know and believe 


* that Chriſt was born of a virgin; that he 


© faſted forty days and forty nights without 


% meat and drink; that he wrought all kind 
* of - miracles, declaring himſelf very God. 


* They believe alſo that Chriſt for our ſakes 
«+ ſuffer'd a moſt painful death to redeem us 
from everlaſting death; and that he roſe 
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162 Tubification by Faith. 
again from death the third day. They be⸗ 


„ heve that he aſcended into heaven; and 
“that he ſitteth on the right hand of the Fa. 


ther; and at the laſt end of this world ſhall 


come again and judge both the quick and 


the dead. Theſe articles of our faith the de- 


4 
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vils believe; and ſo they believe all things 
that be written in the new and old teſta- 
e ment to be true: and yet for all this faith 
they be but devils, remaining ſtill in their 
damnable eſtate, lacking the very true 
„ Chriſtian faith“ ſhe then proceeds, 
the right and true Chriſtian faith 1s, not 
only to believe that holy ſcripture and 
all the aforeſaid articles of our faith are 
true, but alſo to have a ſure truſt and 
confidence in God's merciful promiſes to 
be ſav'd from everlaſting damnation by 
_ Chriſt : whereof doth follow a loving heart 
to obey his commandments.“ And a 


c 


60 
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little lower ſhe defines © a man's true faith 


© to be a ſure truſt and confidence in God, 
„ that by the merits of Chriſt his ſins are 


* forgiven, and he reconcil'd. to the favour 
5 of God”?;. 


By being juſtified therefore we underſtand 


the being pardon'd by God for Chriſt's 


ſake : and by juſtifying faith we mean that 


truſt and confidence, reliance and aſſurance, 


whereby we know we are thus pardon'd; 


whereby we know that we are reconcil'd unto 


_. God, and can aſſure our hearts before him. 


by Faith tos: the _ to the brews 
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de Ki. 1 is the ſubſtance of things hop'd for, 


e the evidence of things not ſeen”. It is 


ſubſtantial, It is not ſhadowy, or doubtful. 


It is the ſubſtance of preſent ſalvation from 


the guilt and power of fin, which aſſures our 


hopes of eternal falvation. . © It is the evi- 


dence of things not ſeen'*; whereby we 
have a glimpſe of the eternal weight of 


glory reſerved for us in the heavens, in 
the preſent foretaſte moſt graciouſly vouch- 
ſafed to us. And this evidence being clear d 


up to us by a real internal perception, ve 
are enabled to yield a good teſtimony, and 


to ſet to our ſeal, that the promiſes of Gd 


are aye and amen. Thus it is that the ſpi- 
rit of God beareth witneſs with our ſpirits 
that we are the children of God, Nom. viil. 16. 
Now if we are the children of God, we are 


no longer the children of wrath. We are 


paſſed from death unto life, having receiv'd 


the atonement. And how can our ſpirits 
bear witneſs with the ſpirit of God, that this 


grace and bleſſedneſs is come upon us, if we 
have no certain perception of it? would the 
evidence of any man be taken in a court of 
judicature in relation to a thing, of which he 


had no knowledge or allurance? 
Reaſon and common ſenſe, my brethren, 


M0 well as ſcripture cry out loudly, © theſe 


* things are ſo. 


It remains then upon the 8 that juſ⸗ 
tification by faith implies . a ſure truſt and 


i confidence a man hath in God, that by 


„% the 


wg 1 
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the merits of Chriſt his ſins are forgiven» 
and he reconcil'd to the favour of God”. 
From henceforth: he is born again, or rege- 
nerated of the ſpirit of God : a birth of ſpiri- 
tual and divine affections is wrought in him, 
triumphing over the carnal ſenſual mind, 
and inſtead of the love of the world and the 
things of the world, which heretofore pre- 
vaild in him, the love of God is ſhea abroad 
in his beart by the Holy Ghoſt given unto bim. 
I come now in the ſecond place to prove 
that upon this baſis, and this only, the law 
of God can poſlibly be eſtabliſh'd. * Love 
(fays the apoſtle) is the fulfiling of the law, 
Rom. xiii. 10.“ quis legem det amantibus?“ 
is an ancient ſaying ? who would preſcribe a 
law to lovers? what abſolute neeeſſity does 
there ſeem to be of enjoining a lover to fol- 
low the bent of his mclination in gratifying ii 
the object of his affection ? hath he not a 
far more powerful motive, than a mere ſenſe ii 
of duty urging him in every act of com- t 
placency to the beloved perſon? and are IM a 
not theſe ſweet fruits of love infinitely more © 
valuable than the ſame acts proceeding from Þ|M *© 
a ſervile principle? the lover prevents with I © 
the utmoſt diligence every thought and every 
wiſh of his beloved: and till he has ceas'd MW © 
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to love, he cannot ceale to deſire to pleaſe : | © 
much leſs would he diſobey any poſitive in- : 
{ 


Junction, when agreeable to reaſon and ap- 
prov'd by conſcience. And if = poor mean 
_ earthly love (to utterly incapable to fill _ 1 


— 
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vaſt capacities of an immortal ſoul) can be 


productive of many ſweet and endearing 


acts, to what a grandeur and nobility of foul 
muſt we be exalted, what a thorough righte- 
ouſneſs muſt neceſſarily enſue, when our af- 
fections are all wound up in God? 5 
He that hath my commandments and 


keepeth them (fays our Saviour) he it is that 
loveth me. The keeping the command- 
ments is the proof of the indwelling princi- 


ple of divine love; without which the com- 


mandments could not be aeceptably fulfi lled. 


For though I give all my goods to feed the 
« poor, and though I give my body to be 


„ burn'd, and have not (zyazm) love, (as 


the word ought certainly to be rendered) 
it profiteth me nothing”. 

All the works in the world are but dead 
in the ſight of God, unleſs they be the nece/> 
ſary emanations of the ſpirit of love operat- 


ing on the heart and mind. Now the effects 


that iſſue thence are ſweetly ſet forth by the 
apoſtle to the Corimthians. © Love ſuffereth 


long and is kind: love envieth not: love 


&« yaunteth not itſelf; is not puffed up; doth 


* not behave itſelf unſeemly; ſeeketh 


„not her own; is not eaſily provoked ; 
« thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in miquity ; 


* but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all 


things; believeth all things ; z hopeth all 
things; endureth all things”. | 
Thus love is the fulfilling of the law : and 
in order to e that 1555 faith the law is 
eſtabliſh'd, 
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eſtabliſh'd, we need only demonſtrate that 


faith is the only root from Which this tree of 


life can proceed. 

1 muſt again remind you, that by faith I 
mean what the church of England means, 
ea ſure truſt and confidence a man hath in 
God, that by the merits of Chriſt his ſins 
are forgiven him, and he reconcil' d to 
the favour of God”. : 

Where there is no confidence, there can 


be no real and ſincere love: and where there 
is no reconciliation there can be no confi- - 


dence. © We love him (fays St. Jahn) be- 
e cauſe he firſt loved uss. We muſt firſt 
be convinc'd that he loveth us, before we 
can poſſibly love him: and we can't be con- 
vinc'd that he loveth us, before we are con- 
vinc'd that we are juſtified or pardoned by 
the grace of God. For ſurely we muſt be 
objects of his mercy, before we are objects 
of his love. We muſt be quite clear that 
we are not the children of wrath, before we 
can rejoice in the liberty of the children of 
God. I preſume it is a point not to be con- 


teſted, that a child of wrath can never love 


God, any more than the devils and evil ſpi- 
rits can love God. . A man therefore muſt 
have ſome certain knowledge what ſtate his 
- Poor foul is in, that if he is a child of wrath, 


he may repent and wreſtle much with God in 


prayer, that for the ſake of Chriſt he may be- 
come a child of grace: and if on the other 


hand he is EY A of that bleſſedneſs, f 


tis 
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*tis neceſſary be ſhould be aſſur'd of it, that 


he may be deliver'd from that torment and 


anguiſh of mind, and give praiſe and glory 


to God. Without this aſturance love can- 
not exiſt; for where there 1s no aſſurance there 
is at beſt but doubt: and what 1s doubt but a 


mixture of hope and fear? now St. John ex- 


preſsly ſays, © There is ne fear in love: but 
perfect love caſteth out fear; becauſe fear 
* hath torment, He that feareth, is not made 
«© perfect itn love.” 

He therefore that hath no aſſurance, either 
feareth, orelſe he is a harden'd, inſenſible 
wretch ; in either of which caſes he is not 
poſſeſs'd of this holy love; and of courſe 
though he ſhould give all his goods to the 
poor, and his body to be burn? d, it did not 
proceed from this divine principle; and 
therefore it would profit him nothing. 

Love then can only grow upon this faith, 
(this truſt or aſſurance of God's mercy) un- 
attainable by man, but by the free gift of God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: And ſurely: 


no one will imagine, that ſuch a faith as wm 


have deſcrib'd, can be ftill and liſeleſs. No 


it is neceſſarily productive of good wth 


Or, (as admirably defin'd by St. Paul) it is 


a faith that worketh by love. Thus faith is 
the root: love is the tree: good | 
the fruits, with which the variou 
of this bleſſed tree are naturally laden. 

Having thus explain'd to you in the firſt 
Pc what we mean by juſtifying faith, and 
demonſtrated 


orks- are. 
branches 
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demonſtrated that on this, and this ground 
only, the law of righteouſneſs can poſſibly be 
eſtabliſh'd, I will juſt give a ſhort anſwer to 
a little pert ohjection, that is very apt to come 
in our way, and ſo conclude. 
It is very common for a man to urge, I 

« was juſtified and regenerated in baptiſm : | 
& and therefore I need not be juſtified now. 
To ſuch a one I would put the queſtion, do 
you fulfil the law of righteouſneſs ? They 
that are born of God do not commit fin. 
When they commit actual, wilful ſin, they 
are no longer the children of God. By re- 
generation we have power over ſin, Have 
you now that power? if you have, never 
preſume to plead the corruption of nature ; 


for you have a powergiven you over that cor- 


ruption. If you find yourſelf oblig'd to have 

. . recourſe to that plea, be aſſur'd you are fal- 

len from whatever grace you receiv'd in bap- 

tiſm, and muſt again be juſtified and regenera- 

ted by the ſpirit of God; or wiatibly you 
"muſt periſh everlaſtingly. 

Jo conclude. On this fundamental rock 
of juſtification by faith what a glorious fa- 
brick lifts up it's head! the law - hath no 
longer any demands againſt us; for. Chriſt is 
the end of the law for righteouſneſs to them 
that believe. The accuſer of the faithful's 
mouth is ſtopp'd. « It is Chriſt that died; 
« yea that is riſen again. Who ſhall ſeparate 
% us from the love of Chriſt ?” O what an 
8 aſtic ſpring doth this s angelic love. impreſs 


upon 


TH Ww * 
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on the ſublimer faculties of the ſoul! Our 
feet are ſet at liberty; no longer fetter'd un- 
der the law. And thus we run with eaſe 
and pleaſure the way * God's command- 


ments. | 
Liberty, my W is * true 2804 


of real, ſolid piety... When we are free from 


every ſlaviſn fear: free from the fear of 
death; to which, till we have receiv'd the 
faith, all our lives long we are held in bon- 


dage: free from the fear of hell; knowing 


„that there is no condemnation: to them 
„ which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not 
“after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit.” There- 
fore Chriſtianity is call'd The perfect law 
of liberty.” For what can be more free than 


for a man to follow the direct bent of his af- 


fections, refin'd and purified by the ſpirit of 
holineſs. | This and this only is to worſhip 


God in ſpirit. and in truth. God grant, my 


dear brethren, that every one of you may 
be admitted into this glorious liberty of the 
children of God: that you may ſerve the 


Lord without fear, in righteouſneſs and holi- 
neſs before him al the "Gaya of your lives. 
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' On the New Birth. 


John iii. 5. 
Jeſus anſwered, verily, verily, 7 fay unto thee, 
except a man be born of water and of the 
' ſpirit, be cannot enter into the kingdom of 
as 8 » | 
W E find in the perſon of Nicodemus, a 
man inquiſitive after truth, and open 


to information. And indeed it is very un- 
common for one of his high ſtation and dig- 


nity, (being a member of the grand Sanbe- 
arim, and an expounder of the law) to be 
even thus far remov*d from pride, prejudice 
and ſelf conceit, to condeſcend to be in- 
ſtructed by a teacher, in all outward appear- 
ances, ſo mean in birth, and void of educa- 

Tons” 1 98 ; 
Me cannot, however, but take notice of 
that baſe and ignoble fear of the world, 
which withheld him from openly profeſſing 
himſelf a diſciple ; and which occaſion'd him 
to take advantage, under the ſhelter of the 
night, to pay his viſit to our blefled Lord, the 
true light that ſhineth . 


thoughts, and to point them to a more exalt- 
ed ſpiritual view of things, the bleſt inſtruc- 
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Uie begins the diſcourſe with the fair and 


frank acknowledgment, that our Saviour's 
| miracles had fully overpower*d and confuted 
all that the malice of his enemies could ſug- 


geſt againſt him. For as there 1s no ſuch 


thing as arguing againſt plain matter of fact; 


and as it was evident to every one, that Gol 
would not ſuffer a continued ſucceſſion of 
miracles to be wrought with ſuch illuſtrious 


and infallible ſucceſs in ſupport of an im- 
poſture ; it could not but be conceded by eve- 
ry unprejudic'd judge, that at leaſt he was 


a teacher commiſſion'd from God. For no 
man (ſays he) can do theſe miracles that 
thou doeſt, except God be with him. 

Our Saviour, finding him thus ingenuouſſy 


diſpos'd, advances a propoſition in a few _ 
words, which contains the neceſſity, end, and 


deſign of Chriſtianity. “ Verily, verily I 
* ſay unto thee, except a man be born again, 


he cannot ſee the kingdom of God.” 


This being a hard ſaying in the ears of i 


the learned Rabbi, who could by no means 


comprehend it's ſpiritual meaning, nor vet 
conceiving, how, or to what purpole it ſhould 


be accompliſh'd literally in a carnal ſenfe of 
| the words, he faith unto our Lord, 00 How | 


* can a man be born when he is old? can 


he enter the ſecond time into his mother's 
Li womb and bein 2 | 


To correct therefore and raiſe his groveling ; 


tor 


„ 


9 i 
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= tor anſwer'd, 40 Verily, verily I ſay unto * 


© except a man be born of water and of the 


« ſpirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom : 


of God.“ 
By being born of water, is generally under- 


ſtood to be meant outward baptiſm, or (as | 


our catechiſm has it) An outward and vi- 


_ ** ſible ſign of an inward and ſpiritual grace.” 


I ſhall not at preſent enlarge upon the de- 
ſign of God in the inſtitution of this ſacra- 
ment; but ſhall rather beg leave to dwell, 


in the further progreſs of this diſcourſe, up- 
on the thing ſignified; namely, ſpiritual re- 


generation. And firſt I propoſe to conſider 
what is meant by being born of the ſpirit. 
And ſecondly I ſhall point out by what means 


this ſpiritual birth is to be obtain'd. | 


And firſt, | am to conſider what is meant 


by being born of the ſpirit, the end and ne- 
ceſſity of it. 


We muſt make one general eee 


| That wherever the ſpiritual birth is mention'd 
in the ſacred writings, it is oppos'd to flethly 


generation, The one being deriv'd to us 


from corrupt and fallen parents, can pro- 
duce nothing but diſpoſitions, paſſions and 


affections, agreeable to its eg, earthy, len- 


ſual origin. 


The other a upon us 6 
ly from the eternal ſpring and fountain of 
purity, love, and holineſs, abſorbs and ſwal- 


| : lows: up theſe taint worms of the ſoul, (as 
— Mojes's rod eee devour'd the ler- 


pents | 
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pents of the Egyptian ſorcerers,) and affords 


us new deſires, new affections and inclinati- 


ons, proportion'd to the auguſt dignity f 


our immortal nature; as bringing into our 
ſouls the very image of our Heavenly Father; 


that being conform'd unto his likeneſs, we 
may be intitled to the illuſtrious privilege of 
being own'd as his adopted ſons. 


Agrecably to this our Saviour argues, 


„That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh.” 
And can the Frbiopian change his ſkin or 
( the Leopard his ſpots?” when this can be ef- 
fected by the power of any creature over it's 
dyn nature, then may ye (ſays the pro- 
phet) do good, that are accuſtom'd to do 
evil.“ No. That which is begotten will 
always cloſely reſemble that which begetrerh. 
That which is born of the fleſh therefore 
cannot but be carnal ſtil], till a new and ſu- 
perior birth from Heaven overpowers and + 
takes place of it. 8 e e 


On the other hand that which is born of 


the ſpirit, is ſpirit; is purely ſpiritual, and 
therefore conform'd to the will of God; be- 
cauſe it's parent is the Holy Spirit of God, 


which knoweth the mind of the Father, be- 


ing eſſentially united with him in the God- 
Now © The fleſh and the ſpirit (ſays St. 
Faul) are contrary the one to the other“ 


And being contrary they cannot both lead 


us to one and the ſame point. The one 


therefore will infallibly Jead us to everlaſt- 


3 ing 
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| ing ha ppineſs, and the other to perpetual 
miſery. They are as directly oppoſite as 
light and darkneſs; life and death, * For 
if you live after the fleſn (that is, after the 
deſires of the fleſh) ye ſhall die, fatally, 
finally, eternally: but if ye, through the 
<< ſpirit, do mortify the deeds of the fleſh, 
ve ſhall live.“ Ye ſhall live to righteouſ- 
neſs; and through righteouſneſs to glory, 
bliſs and never fading joy, = FIGHT 5 
It appears then that in our carnal or natu- 
ral ſtate we are born with thoſe appetites 
and deſires, the very gratification of which 
muſt make us miſerable, For if ye live af- 
ter the fleſh, ye ſhall die. And ſince a man 
cannot be made happy, in the poſſeſſion of 
any good, unleſs he hath a deſire and affecti- 
von for that good, it follows that he can be in 
no capacity for happineſs, till the deſires ge 
is born with, are ſubdued and eradicated; and 
a new birth of deſires, even ſpiritual and wy 
uffections is accompliſh'd in his inmoſt ſou], 
__ What is meant therefore by ſpiritual rege- 
neration is ſuch a total and entire change of 
the mind and will of man, as, of his own po -w- 
er over himſelf, he could never have effect- 
ed; and is deriv'd to him from the inward 
operations of the Holy Ghoſt. Such is 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt (fays our 
| **« Homily) to regenerate men, and, as it 
e were, to bring them forth anew, ſo that 
they ſhall be nothing like the men that they 
were before.“ Thus the haughty 1 
. 5 . 
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mall become humble; the paſſionate ſhall 


become meek ; the drunkard ſhall become 

temperate ; the libertine ſhall become chaſte; 
and the ſwearer and prophaner of God's holy 
name ſhall never mention him but with the 


profoundeſt reverence, and never think of 


him but with hallowed love. It doth not 
conſiſt in a mere outward reformation of 


morals: It entereth deeper to the renewal _ 
of the inward hidden man of the heart. It 


doth not content itſelf with lopping off a few 
branches of the evil tree, but at once layeth 
the ax to the very root of it; and in proceis 
of time totally weeds away the few remain- 


ing fibres. Thus ſo ſoon as the old Adam is 


expell'd with ſhame, the door of our hearts 


is open'd, and Chriſt enters in to be out 
gueſt. He cometh, the bleſſed viſitant, he 

_ cometh, and bringeth the whole kingdom of 
Bod into our ſouls. He bringeth righteouſ- 
_ *mefs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


Thus let Heav'n ſeize us. All at once we're fir d; 


© Net touch'd but wrapt; not waken'd but infſpir'd.” _ 


We are then enter'd into a new ſtate 


of things, and, as it were, into a new 


world; for every thing that ſurrounds 
us wears a new face and appearance. 
The former objects of our purſuit, la- 


| bour and care are now become taſteleſs and 
inſipid to us. The world and all it's vo- 


taries paſs by us unenvied and unheeded. 
We ſeek thoſe for our intimates, who are the 


moſt deſpiſed among men, yet the deareſt to 


H 4. a. 
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Chriſt. The-play+things of children and the 
gewgaws'of vanity are of equal value with 
us. We ſay of (intemperate) laughter it is 
mad. And of (idle) mirth, what doth it 
profit? and we endeavour to accord our 
ſelves to the monition of St. Paul, that whe- 
ther we eat or drink, or whatever we do, 
we may do all things to the glory of God. 
We yield him up our ſelves, our ſouls and 
bodies as a lively and an acceptable ſacrifice ; 
and thenceforward commence to worſhip 
him in ſpirit and in truth. We then firſt 
learn to ſerve him in the only manner truly 
. worthy of him; becauſe our ſervice then is 
perfect freedom. Aſk an enlighten'd per- 
ſon, why he ſtands wholly abſtracted from 
the pleaſures and enjoyments of the world, 
and he will tell you, it is becauſe he hates 
the world and the things of the world. Queſ- 


tion him again, Why (in the language of St. ; 
Paul) he prayeth without ceaſing ; and his 4 
anſwer will be, that he finds a ſingular com- 
fort, ſatisfattion.and happineſs therein; not 
mov d to it by a ſlaviſn dread of puniſhment, 
| but by that perfect love which caſteth our 


I you enquire how it happens, that he 
thus runs counter to the generality of man- 
kind; he will inform you, it is becauſe a 
_ change has been brought about in his affec- 
tions by the Spirit of God; that he now fol- 
los the bent of his inclinations, as much as 
the moſt abandon'd libertine; but that thoſe 
3 5 


C 


„ 


a 
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What is the reaſon on the other hand, 


that the natural man is dead to the things 


of God, and alive and eager after the things 
of the world? is it not evident that he hath 


no reliſh for the firſt, and a raging appetite 
after the other? he therefore ſeeks not that 
for which he has no reliſh, and he earneſtly + - 


purſues that to which he has ſo keen an ap- 


petite. See then the neceſſity, end and de- 
ſign of the ſpiritual birth: it is to implant 


and ſupply to him what is wanting in his na- 
ture: it is to impreſs upon him a zeal and 
ardour for that which alone can make him 


happy; and to give him a hatred and ab- 


horrence for that world, Which is deceiving 


him into miſery. And without this (ſays our 
Saviour) he cannot enter into the kingdomof 


Heaven: and this is eaſily accounted for: 


becauſe till he has a new birth of deſires 
form'd within him, he cannot poſſibly have 
any taſte for thoſe joys which conſtitute a 
Heaven; and therefore Heaven it ſelf would 
not be Heaven to the natural man. Thus 
have II briefly endeavour'd to explain to you 
what is meant by being born of the ſpirit; 
namely, that it is ſuch a total change of 


man's will and affections, as nothing leſs 


than the power of God could accompliſh. © 
Nou the fact is undeniably certain, that 
there is ſuch a thing as the ſpiritual birth _ 
actually attainable; not only being aſſur'd to 


H 5. 


mclinations have happily receiv'd a right and 
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us abundantly in the holy ſcriptures, but like-_ 
Wile (bleſſed be God) being evidenc'd at this 
day, by the ex rience of many faithful Chriſ- 
tians. But if any one not ſatisfied with this, 
is curiouſly inquiſitive, how, or in what man- 
ner the ſpirit of God operateth in the ſoul of 
man; this is a queſtion not neceſſary to be 
known, and as impoſſible to be deſcrib'd by 
us, as the nature, origin and particular man- 
ner of acting of the wind, 
Leaving therefore all fooliſh and unprofi- 
table a ea which engender ſtrife, let us 
proceed in the ſecond place to enquire by. 
what means this ſpiritual birth may be ob- 
tain'd. = 1 „„ 
Il. I find theſe to be two. Firſt, outward 
means or abiding with diligence in the ordi- 
nances of the Lord. Secondly, inward means 
or a thorough preparation of the heart by re- 


pegntance and fairh, It is on the inward | 
means I purpoſe wholly to inſiſt. Now by 


Faith in this place, I do not underftand that 


18 ſure truſt and confidence which a man that 
Is juſtified already hath in God, that his fins 
are forgiven him, and he reconcil'd to the 


favour of God; even that which St. Paul calls 
the- fall aſſurance of faith. No. This can 
only follow after, or rather accompany juſti- 
fication. But Tam only ſpeaking of that Tower 
: \ kind of faith, which neceſſarily precedes our 
_ juſtification; namely, a firm perſuaſion and 
belief, that juſfication, or an experienc'd 
Pardon for paſt ſins and (in conſequence of 
* . j uſhification) 
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juſtification) ſpiritual regeneration, or a birth | 


of new, holy, heavenly deſires are actuaſſy 


attainable to the ſoul, through the propitia= 
ting merits of Chriſt's Blood, ratified and al- 


ſur'd to us in the goſpel promiſes; and 
that thoſe promiſes are ſtedfaſt, invariable 
and everlaſting. This was the chief ſub- 


ject upon which our Saviour dwelt, when he 


firſt ſet out in his ſolemn miniſtry, ſaying, 
„ Repent ye and believe the goſpel.” And 
by a little attention to the nature of true re- 
pentance, we thall preſently diſcover how 


excellently this ſpecies of faith is adapted to _ 


come in to it's relief. 
Repentance riſes from a deep and ſevere 
conviction, not only 'of the many griev- 


ous fins we have committed, but likewiſe 


of our laviſh attachment and bondage to 


ſin: it ſheweth us the original corruptions of 
the very ground of our affections, which car- 


rieth us on with ſuch a propenſity to vice 


and wickedneſs, that tho* God ſhould paſs 


an act of grace 10 day for all we have already 
8 yet were we left to our ſelves, we 
ſhould undoubtedly follow the multitude to 
do evil to morrow, The penitent ſeeth the 


utter impoſſibility of pleaſing God by any 


own power ; and cryeth out in the words of 
the Pſalmiſt, Behold, I was ſhapen in 


e wickedneſs, and in fin did my mother 


« conceive me. But lo, thou requireſt truth 


e in the inward parts.” Tis not ſufficient 


that I am an honeſt, good kind of man, as the 
„ 5 world 


* 
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world goes. Tis not enough that I abſtain _ 


from any outward groſs appearance of fin, but 
1 muſt not entertain the leaſt affection and 
defire for it. I muſt be pure, holy and un- 
defiled in the inner man, or elſe I muſt be 
for ever excluded from God's favour and his 
love. But how, alas! can I ever hope to ac- 
compliſh this, when my very nature has 
marked me for a child of wrath ? „ 
Niere then faith ſprings out of the ground 
which he had water'd with his penitentia! 
tears: it puts forth the tender bud of hope, 
which by the breath of God will quickly 
open into the full-blown roſe of Sharon. 
Faith teacheth him that God hath provid- 
ed an ample and ſuitable remedy to the de- 
mands and cries of his oppreſſed ſoul. He 
conſults. the ſacred pages and finds there, 
that the ſame God, who had ſo ſtrictly re- 
quir'd truth in the inward parts, ſhall make 
him to underſtand wiſdom ſecretly. He 
& ſhall purge thee with hyſſop, and thou 
-< ſhalt be clean; he ſhall waſh thee, and 
„thou ſhalt be whiter than ſnow.” He ſhall 
waſh thee, O thou poor ſinner, in the atone- 
ing Blood of the Lamb, and ſo ſhalt thou ap- 
pear comely and lovely i in his eyes. He 


| © will be merciful to thy unrighteouſneſs 


«& and thy fins, and will remember thine ini» 
6 quities no more.” And this not on ac- 


count of any plea of merit in thy ſelf ; but he 


will be. merciful, becauſe he will be merciful. 4; 
Tas] RENE 6 of thy as is we donn ; 
r | Chri 
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| Chriſt the Saviour; and the act of grace is” > 
gone forth, that, By him all that believe 
&« are juſtified. * Thus purified and adorn'd 


as a bride for the bride-groom, the Holy Im- 


manuel ſhall dwell- with thee and in thee. 


Thou ſhalt become the temple of the bleſſed 
Trinity, a veſſel ſanctified and prepar'd to 
honour: and the Lord thy God ſhall be thy 
guide and counſellor : he ſhall controul every 
evil thought, and inſpire every pious motion: 
he ſhall - moreover continually hold thee up, 
that the enemy may never be able to pluck 
_ thee out of his hand. 
Theſe and ſuch ſpiritual truths a8 tibet 
when preſt by faith upon the penitent, re- 
vive his drooping heart, and wing forward 


his embolden'd prayeis up to the throne f 
grace. He demands the rich benefus of 


Chriſt's Blood, as his right, crying from his 
heart, Lord, Lord 1 believe.” He muſt 
not, cannot, wall not, be refusd what God . 
hath bound himſelf by an oath to perform. 
And he entereth the Kingdom of Heaven, 
as it were, dy violence, and maketh it his 
own. The ſpirit of God and of glory not 
only falleth, but reſteib upon him; and he 


at once becomes the new-born child of grace, 


in- earneſt of his being an adopted heir of 
glory. O my brethren, how unmeaſurable 
is the mercy ! how precious the price]! how _ 
ineſtimable the purchaſe deriv'd to us! ſo 
that as many of us as will, of all ſets, deno- 
. TNAIONS and at as many 6f us as are 
LATE © 1 willing 
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mos confeſs thy filth, end cry aloud for 
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willing, inwardly and vitally to receive the 


bleſſed Jeſus; to all is offer*d and to them 1s 


given, not merely a poſſibility, but the privi- 
lege to become the ſons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name. Is it then any 
longer a hard ſaying, that except a man be 


born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
God ; when the ſame perſon that pronounces 


= it, hath declar d, Him that cometh to me, 
„J will in no wiſe caſt out ?” come then, 
come to him, my brethren. Come the moſt 
grievous ſinner, as well as the Jeaſt. You 
will in no wiſe be caſt out. Come, repent 
anch believe; and the birth of righteouſneſs, 
| Fi and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall ſpeedi- 


be effected in your regenerate hearts. For 


the promiſe is unconfin'd, as it is great. It 
is made to you and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God ſhall call. And lo, he calleth 
now. He calleth you by his faithful mini- 
ſters, (unworthy as I am of this bleſt com- 


miſſion) he calleth you by me. How long, 


O wretched wanderers, how long ſhall we 
ft up our voice. amongſt you? he that hath 
Fears to hear, let him hear. 


Thou muſt be born again, O fon b Adam. 


- Fhy father's image maketh thee hideous ; 


and thy mother's blood is yet upon thee. 
Unleſs the Lord faith unto thee in thy blood, 


„ Live,“ thou art condemn'd. already; and 


everlaſting death muſt be thy portion. Come 


0 


| you, and coine to the light, that you may 
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3 pity. Lift up. thy feeble hands and weep and 
pail; for the corruption of thy nature hath 
eaten even into thy ſoul, O who ſhall make 
g tdee clean, thou leper from thy birth; fot every 
thing thou toucheſt is polluted by thee? ſtand 
forth. Utter thy voice. Cry aloud in the 
ſtreets, unclean, unclean, unclean ! that Je- 
ſus the everlaſting high · prieſt may have com- 


paſſion on* thy miſery, and heal thy ſores. | 


The pollutions of thy birth ſhall be waſh'd Ws 
all away; and thou ſhalt be created anew _ 


unto a lively hope in Chriſt Jeſus, being pu- | 


may*ſt walk in newneſs of ſpirit, baving cru- 
cified the old man with all it s affections and 


luſts, that the new man may be rais'd up in 


thee, accompanied with new affections, pure, 


holy, heavenly deſires, that fo God in Chriſt 


may be the deſire of thine eyes and the de- 


light of thy foul. 

And now, my brethren, what ſhall we ſay? | 

that The children are come to the birth, 
and that there is not ſtrength to brin 
“ forth? nay, but the mighty one of Io 


is our ſtrength. The Lord himſelf is our 


helper. If the children therefore are not 


brought forth, it is becauſe they are not yet 
come to the birth. They are ever drawing 


back unto perdition, having lov'd darkneſs 
rather than light, becauſe their deeds are 


evil. O then put away your evil deeds from 


no 


rified from the filthineſs of the fleſh, that ou J 
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no longer be the ſons of darkneſs FR 
children of the light, heirs of God and joint- 
heirs with Chriſt; to whom with the father and 


the Holy Ghoſt be aſcrib'd, as is moſt due, 
all praiſe, might, majeſty -and nen, 
both now and for evermore. 
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He that 15 f God, beareth God $ 3 : ye 


therefore bear them not, neck ye are no 
af Her. 5 we 


A Ready, 1 1 . „ 8 
tion is a neceſſary part of good breed 


ing: and, believe me, wherever you meet 


with a true and ſincere follower of the lamb. 
you will, be ſure to find there a well-bred _ 


perſon. Nay a good Chriſtian hath eſſen- 


tially. that, of which good breeding is but 
a ſhadow. For if good breeding is but ar- 


tificial good nature, artificial humility, and 
artificial love, Chriſtianity is the very ſub- 
ſtance-of. all theſe, and that in the higheſt. 


degree of which a creature is capable. As 


Chriſtianity calls us back' to the Innocence 
and ſimplicity of children, ſo it injoins to 
us their tractable tempers and their teach- 


able diſpoſitions; and it is upon this account 
that St. James exhorts us to be ſwWift 
* to hear, ſlow to ſpeak.” Even nature 

an to have ; tapght us the ſame leſſon, by 


be giving | 
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Siving us two ears and but one mouth; the 


* _ ears always open, and the” mouth generally 


ſhut. 


I cannot doubt, my dear brethren, — = 
vour candour and your patience, in lend- 
ing me your favourable attention, however 
unſkilful I may be in the management of 
the great arguments I have in hand. But 


as this bare attention is far from being all 5 


implied in the words of the text, ſo it will 
be worth our while to conſider them in their 
full import and extent. Firſt therefore 1 
ſhall enquire what is here meant by hear- | 
ing God's words: and ſecondly, I ſhall ad- 
vert to the reaſon, why many hear them 
not; namely, becauſe they are not of Gd. 
Firſt then I am to enquire what i is meant 1 
by hearing God's words. | | 
Tbe Greek verb which we tranſlate © to 
% hear”, doth likewiſe ſignify ro obey; and 
perhaps it might be as properly rendered, 
* obeyeth God's. word“, in the paſſage be- 
fore 2 It is plain however, that our 
Saviour meant an obedient and effectual hear- 
ing; not an empty ſuperficial one; which 
even his enemies afforded him, who endea- 
vour'd to lay hold of ſomething whereby 
they might accuſe him. ] 
The different ways or degrees of hear⸗ 
ing the word of God are moſt admirably ſet 
forth in our Lord's explanation of the para- 
ble of the ſower: and as poſſibly the appli- 
ation of it my come home to the hearts of 
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many here preſent for reproof and convicti 


on; I will read to you the whole paſſage, as 
we find it in the thirteenth chapter of St. Mal- 


thew, the eighteenth and the following ver- 


ſcs. * Heat ye therefore the parable (or the 
explanation of the parable) of the ſower. 
„When any one heareth the word of the 
* kingdom, and underſtandeth it hot, then 
*« cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away 


that which was ſown in his heart: this 


„is he which, received ſeed by the way- 
* fide. But he that received the ſeed into 
& ſtony places, the ſame is he that heareth 
the word, and anon with joy receiveth 
it: yet hath he not root in himſelf, but 


4 qdureth for a while: for when tribula- 


tion or perſecution ariſeth, becauſe of the 
* word, by and by he is offended. He alſo 
that received ſeed among the thorns,” is he 


he that heareth the word; and the cares : 


of this world, and the deceitfulneſs of 
** riches choke the word, and he becometh _ 
„ unfruitful. But he that received ſeed into 


* the good ground, is he that heareth the 
.* word, and underſtandeth it; which alſo 


© beareth fruit, and bringeth forth ſome an 


hundred fold, ſome fixty, ſome thirty”. 


Theſe laſt, and theſe only can be call'd true, 
ſincere and effeCtual hearers of the word; 

and they hear it, becauſe they are of God. 
They find therein the hidden manna, the 


braad of life, the glorious and immortal 
| food of all the ſaints, Theſe are they who 


hunger 
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hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs; " and 
therefore they ſhall be filled. And it is 
to theſe that Chriſt particularly addreſſeth 
| himſelf, when he faith, © he that hath ears 
„„ 6 hear, let him Rent. 
gle of words, the flowers of rhetoric, or po- 
_etie flights that will ſatisfy theſe; their 


or at leaſt are in a ftate © 


ſouls are athirſt for the living God; and 
they expect to be led forth to the rivers 


of Judah, A curious little haſhed up eſ- 
ſay may perhaps amule the imagination, 


but they muſt be the deep things of God, 
it muſt be the ſword of the ſpirit that will : 
penetrate the ſoul. They that are of God, 


they that are already juſtified 5 his grace, 
repentance, 
they have not only an ear, but likewiſe 


a heart for theſe things. They do not let 
the word paſs by them like a ſhadow on the 
| wall; they meditate on it, when they he 
down and when they riſe up; they talk of 
it, when they ſit in the houſe, and when they 
walk by the way; they urge it to all whom 

they can prevail on to receive it, and fo 
bring forth fruit ſome an hundred fold, ſome 
ſixty, and ſome thirty, that is, according to 
their reſpective abilities and opportunities. 


How many on the contrary are there, 


who come to church perhaps out of curioſity, 


or at moſt out of regard to cuſtom, decency, 


and the opinion of the publick ; who have 
neither feeling of their perilous condition, 
nor deſire of eie. They have how- 
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ever the good manners indeed to liſten ; the 
ſeed is thrown out to them, but 'tis thrown 
on the way- ſide, and the devil immediately 
cometh, and ſnatcheth it out of their hearts. 
Others there are, who though they have heard 
and approv'd the word, yet having no depth 

of earth, they endured but for a time; the 

ſeed was ſown in ſtony places; the ſcorch- 

ing ſun conſumed it; the burning rage of 
wicked men againſt the true followers of 
Jeſus Chriſt, nay ſomething even leſs than 
this, the fear of a little abuſe, of hard 
names, of being thought particular, of diſ- 
| obliging thoſe enemies of God, the world- 
lings, preſently cauſed it to wither away, and 
they retain only the marks of it's having 
: been ſown, for their future condemnation. 
> BK There are others again, who tho” they can 
> | plead nothing againſt the truth, yet have a 
f | great deal to ſay for their not embracing it 
7 with their whole hearts on account of their 
| worldly buſineſs and family cares; theſe. 
) thorns they cultivate, cheriſh and improve, 
: till they choke the ſeed, and fo render it un- 


) fruitful ; as if Chriſt had exempted thoſe 
from taking up their croſs daily and follow- 
. ing him; from renouncing the world and 
8 all it's pomps and vanities, the eb and all 


„ it's affections and inclinations, and the wiles 
and temptations of ſatan whoſe power is ſo 
evident in both the other two. Had not 
F many of the apoſtles, and infinite numbers of 

the primitive Chriſtians families? inform 
$50 VVV . | your- 
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yourſelves of their lives and manners, and go 
and do ye likewiſe. Does not God love ho- 


lineſs as much in this age, as he did in that? 
and therefore does he not vouchſafe the ſame 


power of holineſs now as then? is not there 
the ſame Holy Ghoſt now as formerly * ? and 


Was not the promiſe made to you and to 
your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call ? 


fir'd with an honeſt and lively zeal and in- 


dignation, I cannot but cry out with the 
martyr Stephen, ye {tiff-necked and uncir- 
„ cumciſed in heart and ears, ye do always 
„ refiſt the Holy Ghoſt”. 
Tis not then the unfruitful hearer, but the 
doer of the word that is meant by our Savi- 
our in the text; he that heareth the word of 
God, and keepeth it, that abideth in it, 
and is not to be ſhaken by all the powers 
of earth or hell. Such a one ſhall know 


of the doctrine whether it be of God, be- 


cauſe he is earneſtly deſirous to do his will. 
But ſecondly, let us advert to the reaſon, 
why many do not effectually hear God's 


words ; namely, becauſe they are not 1 


God. 


II. Now' it will be proper i in thi — eg to 


conſider what were the particular words or 
doctrines to which our Saviour's oppoſers had 


been ſo dull of hearing. We find in this 


and in the preceding chapter, that about the 
midſt of the week for celebrating the feaſt 
of. tabernacles (one of the: three great feaſts 


of + 
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hape, he returned to the temple, and (af- 
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of the Few, ) he had come to Jeruſalem and 


taught ſeveral days openly in the temple, aſ- 


ſerting his miſſion and character, as the ex- 


pected Meſſiah, the Saviour of the world: 


| particularly on the laſt day of the feaſt, at 


which there was always the greateſt concourſe 


of people, he held forth to them the grand 


goſpel covenant, which was about to be eſ- 


tabliſh'd in his own blood, to wit, /alvation 


by faith thro the gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
as we find it in the ſeventh chapter. of St. 
John's goſpel, 37th and the following verſes ; 


7 in the laſt day, that great day of the feaſt, 


* Jeſus ſtood and cried, faying ; if any man 
« thirſt, let him come unto me and drink, 
«. He that believeth on me, as the ſcripture 


_ «© hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers 


„of living water. (But this ſpake he of the 
« ſpirit, which they that believe on him 
4 ſhould receive: for the Holy Ghoſt was 


“ not yet given, becauſe that Jeſus was not 


« yet gloritied”.) And this glorious doc- 
trine, ſo much the object of polite ridicule in 
this our enlighten'd age, was much better 


receiv'd even in that ſeaſon of darkneſs; for 
it immediately follows, that many of the peo- 


ple, when they heard this. ſaying, ſaid, of a 
truth this is the prophet, imagining proba- 
bly that he was the expected fore- runner of 
the Meſſiah. But others of them went furs 


ther ſtill, and ſaid, this is the Chriſt. Again 


the next day, as we are inform'd in the 8th 


ter 
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ter he had diſmiſs'd the woman taken in 


adultery) he affirms himſelf to be the light 
ol the world, ver. 12. l am the light of the . 


% world: he that followeth me, ſhall not 
* walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light 
of life”. Intimating that they who do not 
follow him (that i is, that do not follow him 
in the regeneration, as in Matt. the xixth 
chapter 28th verſe) are in darkneſs, and ſo 
will continue. In his further diſcourſe with 
them, he urges frequently his divine miſſion, 
earneſtly preſſing them to receive the ſublime 
truths he propos'd to them; and repreſents 
to them their miſerable bondage to ſin, and 
their dreadful condition as children of the de- 
vil; and gives that as a reaſon, why they re- 
mained uninfluenc'd by the truth: he that 
„jg of God, heareth God's words : ye there- 
fore hear them not; ; becauſe ye are not of 
„ God”. The unbelieving Jes were ſo 

ovok'd at this laſt ſentence, that they call'd 

im a Samaritan, and. ſaid he had a devil. 
But in the cloſe of this eighth chapter, when 
he aſſerted his divine and eternal exiſtence, 
as the great I AM, without beginning and 


without end; before Abrabam was, I 


„ AM”, their rage was wrought up to fo 
violent a pitch, (concluding and indeed with 

reaſon) that this was affirming himſelf 
to be the bleſſed and eternal God) that they 
took up. flones - 10 caſt at him, the uſual 
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medeem'd guilty of blaſphemy. 
Aut our Saviour, to confirm what he had al- 


* 
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ledg'd by a proof of his divine power, mira- 
culouſty convey'd himſelf thro the midſt of 
# Upon the whole then we may obſerve, 
that the doctrines our Saviour inculcated - 
during the much crouded feaſt of taber- 
nacles, were the. grand points on which 
our ſalvation. entirely depends, and are as 
follows; the doctrine of original fin which 
had brought men into bondage, inſomuch 
that they were become the ſervants of ſin, - 
and continually aggregated the heap of it; 
and ſo they might properly be ſaid to be 
in darkneſs, being blinded by the Prince of 
tis world, that they might not ſee their 
cn ruin, which they were purſuing with all 
greedineſs. At the ſame time therefore that 
he alarms them with an horror of their 
preſent ſtate, he offers them all that tliiley 
ſtood in need of; he promiſes them to free 
them from this /Þiritual bondage; ye ſhall 
know the truth and the truth ſhall make 
„ you free”. And he points to himſelf as 
the heavenly. light, to bring them out of their 
ſpiritual darkneſs, © am the light of tlie 
world: he that followeth me, ſhall not 
ll * walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the 
h || light of life”. And this is the doctrine 
if of falvation by Jeſus Chriſt. But as men. 
Y would be apt to enquire, how or in what 
manner are we to be ſav'd by Jeſus Chriſt? 
„be had inform'd them already in the 7th. © 
al- chapter, how this * done; namely, * 
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by his ſpirit being receiv'd into their ſouls - 
thro' faith, and fo becoming a lively mo- 
ving principle within them, to the dethro- 


ning all natural corrupt affections, and the 


very power of ſin, and the promoting al 
manner of holineſs and godlineſs of living. 


If any man thirſt, let him come unto 
< me, and drink. He that #4:/ieve;b on me, 
< as the ſcripture bath ſaid, out of his belly 
< ſhall flow rivers of living water.” And 


this ſpake he of the ſpirit, (which divine ſpi- 


Tit is ſometimes call'd the Holy Ghoſt, ſome- 
times the ſpirit of God, and ſometimes the 
85 of Chriſt.) This is the doctrine of 


ſalvation by faith. But ſomething further 
Was to be taught yet. For unleſs men are 
cConvinc'd, that Chriſt is over all, God bleſſed 
for ever, they can never receive the doctrine 
df ſpiritual juſtification, and of ſanctification 


conſequent thereto. If he is not (together 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt) the 


one ſupreme God, he is ſomething leſs than 


this; and being leſs, he muſt be a crea- 
ture; (for there is no medium.) And can 
we ever believe that a creature, or the 


| 2 of a creature, can be the ſpring and 
0 


untain of divine grace and life, and be as 
it were a kind of univerſal ſoul to the whole 
Chriſtian church, and to every ſincere mem- 


ber of it? can the ſpirit of a creature make 


ſuch cloſe application to our minds, know 


Our thoughts, ſet bounds to our - paſſions, 


inſpire us with new affections and de res, 


— 0 | 
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and be more intimate to us than we are to our 
_ ſelves? if a creature be the only inſtrumens 
and principleof grace, we ſhall ſoon be tempt= 
ed either to deny the grace of God, or to make 
it only an external thing, and entertain very 
mean conceits of it. To obviate therefore all 
difficulties of this nature, Chriſt affirm'd him- 
felf to be the I AM; the ſame title by which 
(many hundred years before) God made hims 
ſelf known to Mofes from the fiery buſh. This [ 
then is that doctrine, ſo eſſential to ſalvation 3 - -- 
the doctrine of the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And now, if we conſider the tendency of 
theſe doctrines, we ſhall preſently ſee the 
reaſons why corrupt human nature is 5 apt 
| Wt revolt againſt them. 
+ The very firſt principle thet news it ſelf 
| is debas'd fallen man is inordinate ſelf-love. 
From hence ariſeth pride and a very high 
cConceit of his own abilities, his own attain» 
ments, and his own virtue and goodneſs, 
Set therefore before him the miſerable ef- 
fects of original ſin, which hath polluted the 
very ground of his ſoul, and is the firſt cauſe 
why he hath ſuch ſtrong inclinations to what 
is evil: inform him that he is born with the 
filthineſs of a ſwine, the laſeiviouſneſs of a KB 
_ goat, the greedineſs of a dog, the cruelty of |} 
wolf, and the cunning of a fox; and how r 
will he be reconciPd to theſe diſmal truths ? 
tell him that he is in thick darkneſs, and 
blinded by the prince of this world; that his 
actions ſhun the light, and not. the faireft of © 
n a" 4 2 5 — 
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them all- will bear the ſtrict examination of 


the ſearcher- of all hearts; and what will his 


reply be? will he not make anſwer, that he 


ſtands very. well in the eye of the world; 


that he neither robs nor defrauds any one 3 


that he goes to church, and repeats prayers 
there; and as to the innocent pleaſures ot 


life, he ſees no harm in indulging himſelt in 
them? go then and learn what that mean- 


eth,“ He that taketh not up his Croſs 


\ 8 and followeth me, cannot be my diſciple.” 


He therefore. that ænoweth not himſelf to be 


- In darkneſs, how great muſt his darkneſs be 
he doth not feel the heavy want of light, and 


therefore doth he not come to the light, and 


unleſs he comes to it under a deep ſenſe of his 
- ownblindneſs and miſery, he cannot poſſibly be 


benefited by it. The doctrine therefore of ſal- 


vation by Jeſus Chriſt will be receiv'd in his 
ears, like ſounding braſsor a tinkling cymbal, 


But further; what a ſtumbling - block and 


| Tock of — muſt the manner: how we are 
ſav'd by Jeſus Chriſt or the doctrine of ſal- 


vation by faith be to the natural man? * For 
e the natural man (ſays St. Paul) receiveth 
% not the things of the Spirit of God; for 
they are fooliſhnels unto him: neither 
„ can he know them, becauſe they are 


— ſpiritually diſcern d. What an — 


will it appear to the carnal mind, that Chriſ- 
tians are the temples of the Holy Gholt ? 
that every ſincere and faithful penitent ſhall 


receive * 8 a grace TO, 5 


3 
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| foul, and feel and know that the burthen of © 
his ſins is remov'd ? that the ſpirit of God 
ſhall bear witneſs with his ſpirit that he is 
the child of God ; and from thenceforward 
ſhall dwelb in him, (unleſs he quench this di- 
vine ſpirit) and ſhalt continually move, in- 
fluence and advance him in the ways of holi- 
neſs? how inconceivable, I ſay, is all this 
to the carnaF mind? He will by no means re- 
ceive it. He will ever kick. againſt the pricks. 
He will reje& proof upon proof, and ſerip- 
ture upon feripture. And: tho' he has not 
the leaſt plauſible argument left to ſupport 
him, he will ſtill roundly and impudently 
cry out, that he knows there is no ſuch thing. 
And what is the reafon of this obſtinacy Y. 
why conſider only what the ſpirit of God is 
do effect for him. It is to diveſt him of all 
the deſires and appetites of the fleſh, But 
he is not in the leaſt inclin'd that this ſhould 
be done for him. For in the gratification 
of theſe appetites and deſires his whole of 
| Happineſs conſiſts; It is to teach him to re- 
nounce the world with alkit's pomps and 
vanities, and take up the Croſs: of Chriſt; 
but 'the love uf the firſt is as dear to him as 
his on foul, and the other is too heavy for 
dim to bear. It is to initiate him into the 
divine life, that by degrees all his affections 
may be hid in Chriſt, and regarding this 
World as the dung under his feet, he may 
aſpire in holy breathings after the heavenly 
7 But the natural man having no 
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fort of taſte or reliſh_for, theſe celeſtial de- 
lights, is not willing to have ſuch a change 
brought about in him. He cannot any way 
be convinc'd that holineſs is happineſs, and 
therefore he requires to be left to ſeek for 
2 in the empty ſhadows of ſublunary 


Vain therefore is it to urge the word 


of God to ſuch a one; for it is a ſeal'd book 
to him. Vain is it to apply even to his rea- 
ſon, for his reaſon is betrayed and ſold to bis 
corrupt paſſions and inclinations. 
But laſtly, what an humbling doctrine to 
the pride of human reaſon is that of the Di- 
vinity of Jeſus Chriſt! and this is the cauſe 
why many do actually reject it. What! 
more perſons than one in the Godhead! a- 
gain, the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt all 
equally God! three Perſons and but one 
God! thall that gigantick faculty, that hath 
made ſuch probable gueſſes at the heavenly. 
bodies, and hath, as it were, meaſur'd the 
illuſtrious canopy above our heads, ſhall it 
| ſubmit to this or any myſtery as above it's 
reach, and therefore not to. be fully compre- 
hended by it? no, ſays. human pride; let 
it diſdain ſo poor a humility. Let the doc- 


trine rather (in ſpite of ſcripture) be reject- 


ed. Thus we ſee in every inſtance, why 
many do not effectually hear God's words: 
it is becauſe they are not of God. They are 
not therefore concern'd for God's honour. 
They are not anxious for their future wel- 


to 
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to live here eternally ; and they are only open 
to receive thoſe doctrines which will flatter 
them moſt in their worldly prejudices. 5 
To conclude, my dear brethren, it is a 
queſtion of the utmoſt importance, that your 
hearts ſhould faithfully anſwer: to you whe- 
ther you are of God, or not. If the word 
of God makes a ſtrong impreſſion on your 
minds, entering deep to the conviction f 
your ſouls, with a feeling horror of your ſin- 
ful ſtate, it is at leaſt a very promiſing ſign, 
that you are not far from the Kingdom of 
God. If on the other hand you remain cal- 
lous and inſenſible, neither influenc'd by the 
goſpel promiſes, nor alarm'd and terrified by 
| _ God's approaching vengeance, you are in the 
„ very gall of bitterneſs and bond of iniquity. 
| TI atteſt thoſe immortal and inviſible ſpirits, 
that are here joining us in our hallowed wor- 
5 ſhip : I atteſt the bleſſed Cherubim and 
= Seraphim, that continually hymn before the 
Throne of God, with the profoundeſt and 
3 moſt aweful reverence, I call on the Su- ' 
preme Majeſty of Heaven himſelf,, to bear 
witneſs between me and you at the laſt day, 
„ that 1 have faithfully deliver'd you the truth, 
TT as it is in Chriſt Jeſus. Your blood be on 
7 your own heads. I am free. And better 
had it been you had never heard the truth, 
than having heard it, to remain uninfluenc'd 
in your lives and converſations. For tho? 
indeed you cannot be ſav'd without obſerv- 
=" en the terms propos d, * there wy 
& - 


$00; - On right. Hearing. 


be different degrees of miſery, as well as dif- 
ferent degrees of bliſs. For we are told in 
the 23d chapter of Matthew, (and in other 
places) of ſome that ſhall receive ger 
- damnation than others. 

May God Almighty give every one here 


preſent, not only a liſtening ear, but -likewife 


an obedient heart, that they may receive 
with meekneſs the ingrafted word, Rds is. 
able to ave their . | 


THE 


. 
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R 0 M Heav'n a voice; a voice from Heav's n ; 


1 
It's rapid power thrills through ev'ry vein: 
An end is come -— the day, the day is near; 
Time flags his pinions, nor ſhall rife again. 
Hoary eternity's capacious maw | 
The worn-out fugitive ſhall ſoon devour : 
An angel utter'd the tremendous law; 
An angel glitt'ring in reſplendent pow'r, 
On earth and ſea he ballanc'd ſtood, and fwore 
By Alpha and Omega, Time ſhall be no more.“ 
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t No more; no more; 3 tw the 35 
5 ä 
aa. ſcours like 1 the etherial ſey = 
Burſts ev'ry band, and cuts through —_ bar; 
The day is come ;—the end, the is nigh, 
Why bow the Heav' ns? why deadly dark's the 
15 ſun? | 
Why rules diſorder in each ſtarry ſphere 8 
pale deſolation ſtalks; — her work's cr a, ; 5 fy 
The voice permiſſive charms her crue eur. 


The Judgment, an o DE. 

Yo 3 no more.” Hou glides the awe- 
ful fad ! 3 

Hills, vales, and mountains hear, a 1 tremble all 
. 
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Ye mould'ring heaps of turrets, domes, and ſpires, 
(The works of ages, and the boaſt of art) 

How do ye feed deſtruction's bick'ring fires, _ 
Whoſe waſting flames the All of light impart ! 
Weep not, ye juſt, though e'en the ſacred fame 

(Where erſt ye met the Lord in frequent pray ri) 

It's rites, it's veſtments, altars pleads in vain 

_ _ And roars it's ruin to the burthen'd air. 

God in the Lamb a temple doth ſupply; _ 

The us wh that . ans role; ng lives n no more . 
to Ws. | 


- = * - s 


1 1 0 2 
IV. a 


1 Prepare Sa ala om the way 


The couds diſparting burſt, beneath his ſeet: 
See from the eaſt how ſtreams the new-born day! 8 
What glories keen my throbbing eye- balls meet! 
_ High in the van a ſplendid Croſs diſplay'd, 
Summons each angel from his bleſt abode :* © 
Ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtand array d; 
Beaming freſh' brightneſs from the Son of God. | 
Hiſt, reverential filence holds the throng ; * 45 
i While N waves her 9 wing along 


v. 


The word is paſt ; and let the trumpet ſound ; 
The pealing clangor that awakes the dead. 

The rattling echo tears th? embowell'd — 

Foun mocks at A. nature's e bed.—— 
: Awake 


Mark . the murd' rer creeps with Ben 


| Abafh'd the fierce oppreſſor downward low'rs.— 


: CE ” 2 
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cc Arie awake; forth from thy coward grave, 


Thou guilty wretch, to judgment ſpeed away: 1 


„ An angel's arm arreſts thee ; nought ſhall ſave z 
Nor pray'rs nor tears, procure a longer day. 


ce See where he ſtands thy judge; revere his mien, 
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VI. 


i 


5 Exploring ev'ry cleft with anxious bai? 
Each refuge crumbles at his curſt embrace; 


And leaves to vengeance bare his baleful head. * 
The pamper'd letcher aches with chilling fears; 
E'en his luſt freezes in his marrow'd ſpine. 


. Deiſt and Atheiſt ſtop their ſullen ears; 


And winking ſtrive to t' exclude the Light] Di- 


vine. 


'The raſh blaſphemer bites his hell-fraught tongue: 


| The e ray ſcreams with inward furies 


"FH. 


The care-worn miſer ſmites his flinty heart. 
Pride mourns the rubbiſh of his cloud-capp'd tow'rs ; 
And poorly practiſes the humble part. ——— 
The fools of vanity, and {laves of ſenſe, | 
Bedew time's hopeleſs tomb with many a tear: 
Each faint excuſe, each frivolous pretence 
Is ſwallow'd up in abſolute deſpair.———— 
The liar, pilf' rer, cheat, together lye, 


eye. 


And grub-like dig a grave, to thun th all bene 2 
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Whom truth arraigns, by juſtice guilty found: 


The thund”ring ſentence, they muſt ſtill abide; 


Though their ſouls ſhudder at the dreadful 


ſound. 
« Depart, ye curſt, to everlaſting fire 
ME . for ſatan's hoſt, with them to 1 


e There rack'd with all the workings of deſire 


Nurtur'd yet unallay'd in raging hell. 


. Aſſociates there in Ill, for ever prove. | 
SC? TH" effects, who mercy ſoorn d, who ſcorn d re- 


| I. deeming love. 


IX. 


22 
* 5 


For b afpedts v wear God's choſen race, 


Their fair fronts gliſt'ning from the myſtic ſeal: 
Enwrapt they hear their Saviour face to face 
Their faul approve, their promis'd bliſs reveal. 


6 9 ) yes who well the cauſe of God maintain'd, 


or ſhrunk in ſore temptation's evil day; 
5 Who from renewed light, new luſtre gain'd ; 
% Nor n the kindlings of th imparted 


Fra 


1 Bright as your faith the crown of vic ry wear: 
2 . 7 Bir g ye partook 3 my pn ye ſhall 
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